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Laughter  
the best medicine

This month we take you on a journey of comedy 
from the early 60’s right up to 2010

The toughest thing to do is to make 
someone laugh. And indeed it 
is. We all have a different sense 
of humour and to appeal to all 
of them is not an easy task. The 

joke that you laugh at may not be funny enough 
for me and maybe even offensive. Even in this 
scenario there are a few who have made us 
laugh over and over again and continue doing 
so with their jokes, expressions or their antics. 
Comedians have always been an integral part of 
Indian cinema since the beginning.  
Although comedy genre never got mainstream 
importance, there have been times when 
comedy movies have become hits one after the 
other.  We take a trip to see how it has evolved 
over time.
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The early years
Most Bollywood films from the 30’s right to the 
50’s were influenced by the great depression, 
World War II, the Indian independence 
movement and the violence of partition. But 
there were also a number of filmmakers who 
tackled tough social issues, or used the struggle 
for Indian independence as a backdrop for 
their plots. Following India’s independence, 
the period from the late 1940’s to the 1960s is 
regarded by film historians as the “Golden Age” 
of Hindi cinema, as some of the most critically-
acclaimed Hindi films of all time were produced 
during this period. This era also gave rise to 
great comedians like Bhagwan Dada, Johnny 
Walker, Mehmood Ali, Keshto Mukherjee, 
Premnath, Tun Tun among others. Although Fool N Final
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most of them started in relatively minor roles, 
only few managed to make a mark of their own. 
Mehmood, Bhagwan Dada and I.S. Johar went 
on to direct and produce films of their own, 
some of which, like “Johar and Mehmood in 
Hong Kong”, became hits. While the industry 
was churning out a mix of action, romance 
and drama films, comedy was emerging quite 
rapidly.

Dramatic 70’s and 80’s
In the late 1960’s and early 1970’s, the trend 
shifted to romance and action films but then 
by the mid-1970’s, romantic movies made 
way for gritty, violent films about gangsters 
and bandits. This period saw the rise of the 
angry young man, Amitabh Bachchan, along 
with Dilip Kumar,  Shatrughan Sinha, Shashi 
Kapoor, Randhir Kapoor, Shammi Kapoor, 
Dharmendra, Rakesh Roshan among the many 
who dominated Bollywood.

This decade also gave rise to actors like Amol 

Palekar, Farooq Sheikh, Nasseruddin Shah, 
Utpal Dutt and  Satish Shah who, with their 
own style of acting, brought some colour to 
this genre while also adding to the comedy list 
of honours. This decade also brought about the 
comedy genre in the open. Movies were being 
made with comedy as the central theme along 
with others. 

The lead actors too contributed by doing their 
bit. Who can forget the scene where a drunk 
Amitabh has a conversation with a mirror in 
“Amar Akbar Anthony”, or the funny episodes 
in “Bombay To Goa,” Rajesh Khanna in 
“Bawarchi”, or Dharmendra who plays a driver 
in “Chupke Chupke .”

The 70’s gave us classics films like “Bombay To 
Goa”, “Amar Akbar Anthony”, “Mastana”, “Aap 
Aye Bahaar Ayee”, “Ek Nari Ek Brahmachari”, 
“Hungama”, “Johar Mehmood In Hong Kong”, 
“Bawarchi”, “Kunwara Baap”, “Chupke Chupke”, 
“Pati Patni Aur Woh”, “Baton Baton Mein”, 
“Nauker” among many other notable comedies.

Rajesh Khanna in Bawarchi

Bombay to Goa

Amol Palekar

Amar Akbar Anthony
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90’s till date
The 90’s changed how we look at comedy. It 
also gave us directors who specialised in this 
genre. The 90’s also saw a rise of a new director–
actor partnership which has influenced how 
Bollywood looks at director-actor relationships. 
David Dhawan and Govinda made such an 
excellent pair that since Dhawan first cast 
him in his 1993 classic comedy hit “Aakhen” 
they haven’t looked back even after 16 years 
of partnership. The latest being “Do Knot 
Disturb”. 

Dhawan first cast Govinda and Divya Bharti in 

“Shola Aur Shabnam” in 1992, a drama which 
went on to be a major hit. He then cast Govinda 
again in a comedy, “Aakhen”, along with Chunky 
Pandey, and was an instant success. After that 
they haven’t looked back. 

Dhawan went on to experiment with other star 
pairs such as (Vinod Khanna, Rishi Kapoor, 
Juhi Chawla) in “Eena Meena Deeka” 1994, 
(Anil Kapoor, Karisma Kapoor, Juhi Chawla) 
in “Andaz” (1994), among others. Dhawan also 
paired Govinda with different co-stars such 
as Anil Kapoor and Juhi Chawla in “Deewana 
Mastana” (1997), Salman Khan, Karisma 

Kapoor and Rambha in “Judwaa” (1997) 
(Sanjay Dutt, Karishma Kapoor and Pooja Batra 
in “Haseena Maan Jaayegi” (1999), Amitabh 
Bachchan in “Bade Miyan Chote Miyan” 1998, 
Salman Khan, Lara Dutta and Katrina Kaif 
in “Partner” (2007). And surprisingly these 
movies have met with success.  

David Dhawan and Govinda along with  
Karisma Kapoor, Kader Khan, Sadashiv 
Amrapurkar, Aruna Irani and Shakti Kapoor 
made such an excellent cast that every time they 
were paired, the audiences were guaranteed to 
have a great time. 

Govinda , Salman Khan, David Dhawan and Ritesh Deshmukh

Khosla Ka Ghosla

Welcome

Ugly Aur Pagli
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Comedy has also moved on to the small screen. 
Laughter shows have become popular. Theatre 
has also recognised this phenomenon. Stand-
Up comedy is on the rise. Artists are invited 
from abroad to perform for our audiences and 
they are appreciated. 

In conclusion
Today, lead actors have switched on to comedy 
roles. Leading the pack is Akshay Kumar, known 
more as an action hero, he is today synonymous 
with comedies. Movies like “Heyy Babyy”, 
“Mujhse Shaadi Karogi”, “Garam Masala”, 
“Hera Pheri”, “Bhagam Bhag”, “Welcome” and 
“Singh is Kinng” among the dozens of hits have 
put him on a high pedestal. 

Following him are many 
actors whom we didn’t 
expect to see in a 
comedy, but have earned 
a name for themselves. 
Ajay Devgn, with his 
“Golmaal” series, Sunil 
Shetty with his “Hera Pheri” 
series, Tusshar Kapoor, Salman 
Khan, Shahid Kapoor, Abhishek Bachchan, 
John Abraham and a host of others who have 
realised the potential of comedy movies.

Today comedy has come of age as award 
institutions have included ‘Actor in a Comedy 
Role’ category. Comedians are no more just 
side-kicks to lead actors. They have made their 
place in Bollywood thanks to all those who 
have consistently worked hard for this great 
achievement.  
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Hera Pheri

3 Idiots

C Kompany


