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Stephen Blair to Captain

Daniel Cuvier to Master Sergeant

Camarillo Composite Squadron 61 Senior members have received the following promotions:

P R O M O T I O N SP R O M O T I O N S

will do everything it can to help ensure the 
success of your CAP career, but in the end it 
is the individual that must take the initiative.  
So, once the membership card and the ES 
card have been obtained, start asking 
questions, and don't stop until you get the 
answers that you need.  And as always with 
all your endeavors in CAP,  HAVE FUN and 
BE SAFE!!!

COMMANDERS COCKPIT
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 The Camarillo Composite Squadron 61 
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Squadron 61. 

This newsletter is published quarterly 
and printed by Alphagraphics of Thousand 
Oaks, Ca:  www.ag184.com.

Articles submitted must be typed  Do 
not justify text. Email should be saved and 
sent as a .txt or file, also unjustified. P

Submission deadline: The deadline for 
articles and photos for the next issue is 

thAUGUST 15 . 

Opinions expressed herein 
do not necessarily represent those of the 
Civil Air Patrol (CAP) or the United States 
Air Force.

lace 
your submission in the file cabinet in the 
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copy to:
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CAMARILLO COMPOSITE SQUADRON 61

By Commanding Officer 1st Lt. Darwin Gettner

As the squadron continues to grow,  
one question that continually comes up is 
“How do I get started?”  If you are one of 
those people then hopefully this article will 
help. Once you have 
a t t e n d e d  t h r e e  
meetings and have 
been approved by the 
membership board 
then your application 
will be submitted to 
national.  A tempo-
rary membership card 
will arrive in a few 
weeks.    After you 
receive your member-
ship card the first 
thing you should do is 
look for a Level I 
class, which can be 
taken at any squadron. 
This will enable you 
to get your emergency 
services (ES) card.  
The ES card allows 
t h e  m e m b e r  t o  
participate in Civil 
Air Patrol functions 
such as search and 
r e s c u e  e x e r c i s e s  
(SAREX).  

One of my goals is to provide the 
opportunity for everyone to obtain the ES 
rating that they would like.  To assist in this 
effort S/M John Merideth, our training 
officer, has been tasked to identify which 
classes are needed most.  We will then 
dedicate part of our meeting night to the 
training.  If necessary, we will increase the 
frequency of the meetings to accommodate 

the classes.
In the meantime, if you know what you 

want to do and want to get started, ask 
questions.  If you don't feel like you are 

ON THE COVER

SQ 61 Cadet Airman Eric Risher, inside the Self Propelled Gun,  fires a 155mm round as cadets in the foreground 
watch. The cover photo was 

 the projectile as it left the barrel, take another look!
taken by CAP deputy commander of cadets 1st Lt. Gary Jensen at Camp Roberts with the 144th 

Field Artillery. Jensen’s camera captured

getting the answers 
you need,  please  let 
me know.  Don't let 
the paperwork get 
you frustrated.  

 Besides the 
activities at our 
squadron, there are 
also classes and 
SAREX’s going on 
across the state all of 

the time.  To find out 
when and where, I 
suggest that you 
subscribe to the 
California Wing e-
m a i l  t r a f f i c .   
Another good place 
to look is the CAP 
California Wing 
Web site calendar at: 
cawg.cap.gov.  We 
also announce any 
events we know 
about at the meet-
ings.  

Our squadron 

Started

thetaking

Getting

Initiative

California Wing
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FLIGHT SAFETY AND OPERATIONS

SQ 61 SAREX 2000SQ 61 SAREX 2000

Over thirty-five 
C A P  c e r t i f i e d  
members participated 
in the SAREX  on 
March 25 and 26. The 
initial registration and 
checking of the CAP 
members  require-
ments to participate 

was done by 1st Lt. John Kunsemiller, our 
administrative officer. 1st Lt. David Vanoni, 
the project officer of the SAREX, did an 
excellent job of organizing the two-day 
exercise.

Three flights were made on Saturday. 
After member registration there was a series of 
classroom briefings by Col. Larry Myrick, 

mission coordinator, Lt. Darwin Gettner, 
mission base commander, 1Lt Stephen Blair, 
safety officer, Lt. Col. Mark Swaney, air 
operations director, 1st Lt. David Vanoni, 
project officer and Lt. Col. Paul Kirschner, 
public affairs officer..

On Sunday, six flights were accomplished 
along with a ground search conducted by 2nd 
Lt. Russ Guiney and C/MSgt. Bryan Guiney.  It 
was an opportunity for Scanners to obtain their 
required three flights for full certification.  All 
CAP members who participated in the SAREX 
learned a great deal and will be better qualified 
to perform in an actual search and rescue 
mission.

2nd Lt. Debra Meeks acquired the great 
food that was donated for the participants of the 

exercises.  Everyone worked hard in this 
training exercise to be ready for an actual 
search and rescue operation and the food 
was greatly appreciated. For Saturday's 
exercises, Von's of Camarillo donated a $40 
gift certificate, Ralph's of Camarillo 
donated a $25 gift certificate, and a 
delicious three foot sandwich was donated 
by the manager, Ann Sulley,  and owner Art 
Bliss, of Ventura's Subway on Telegraph 
Rd. Helping out on Sunday, was Betty 
Gillies of  Subway  in Camarillo on Ariel 
and also on Verdugo, donating twenty six-
inch sub sandwiches each.  Blimpies of  W. 
Ventura Blvd in Camarillo, donated a three 
foot sub for CAP members training and 
prepared to assist our community in case of 
emergency. 

APR/MAY/JUN 2000
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Col Larry Myrick
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n Friday, April 14, 2000, cadets and senior members from OCamarillo Composite Squadron 61 arrived at Camp Roberts, 
north of San Louis Obispo, Ca. for three days of training with Battery 
"D" of the National Guard's 144th Field Artillery Unit. The cadets 
spent the weekend performing live fire artillery exercises with 
155mm self-propelled guns (SPG’s) as well as a weapons simulator 
among many other activities. 

After making a rendezvous with the National Guard at their 
armory in Ventura, the cadets were issued the necessary gear which 
included Kevlar headgear, field radios, and a GPS device. They were 
then split into three squads, each with a squad leader and radio 
operator. Following the long trek to Camp Roberts, the cadets arrived 

SQ61 Cadets Spend Weekend at Camp Roberts
with 144th Field Artillery      By C/Staff Sergeant John-Paul Le Cèdre

COVER STORY

at the garrison where they were 
escorted by the self-propelled guns 
(SPGs) into the camp. 

"In my opinion, this is one of the 
best CAP activities of the year," said 
C/SMSgt. Bryan Guiney, deputy cadet 
commander, shortly before departure, 
"We go to Camp Roberts once a year, 
and I greatly look forward to it." 

After making all the necessary 
preparations for Saturday's live fire 
exercise, the cadets were able to enjoy 
the lighter side of Camp Roberts. They 
were given permission to have a few 
hours at the camp's recreation center 
where they met the National 
Guardsmen of the 144th. 

The trip wasn't all amusement, 

however. Wanting to take in military life to its fullest, the cadets 
organized a fire watch in which every cadet was required to partake. 
Indeed, a cadet's illusion that military life is all fun without 
responsibility is destroyed when he is woken up at 2:00am for fire watch 
duty. 

Notwithstanding, the cadets were eager to do their duty, not only in 
fire watch, but also in other aspects. "The Camp Roberts activity is a 

Above, cadets ride in turrets 
of all four of Battery D Self 
Propelled Guns.

On the right, cadets  in 
formation in front of the 
barracks .at Camp Roberts

Above, cadets and seniors of SQ61 with members of the 
Battery D, 144th Field Artillery at Firing Range 
headquarters.

On the bottom right, C/MSgt. Bryan Guiney riding in an 
armored command vehicle..

APR/MAY/JUN 2000



CAMARILLO COMPOSITE SQUADRON 61

5APR/MAY/JUN 2000

privilege for our most motivated cadets," said cadet 1st Lt. Matthew 
Jensen, Squadron 61 Honor Guard commander, "there are a limited 
number of openings for this activity, so we make the sign-up process 
competitive." The activity is greatly anticipated for good reason. A 
weekend at Camp Roberts offers a unique opportunity to train with a 
genuine military unit and experience the military in all actuality. 

On Saturday morning, the cadets woke up, had breakfast with the 
guardsmen, and then proceeded to the first firing point for the long 
awaited live-firing exercise. Cadets were given the privilege of riding the 
SPGs and half-tracks to the designated areas, presenting them a chance to 
get even more into the experience. 

The mission of the day for the 144th was to strike a predetermined 
area of fire several miles away. The guardsmen completed their 
objectives without a hitch, even 
scoring a direct hit on one of the 
dummy vehicles in the firing area. 
Firing the SPG, or "pulling tail" as 
the soldiers call it, was reserved 
for the cadets. Those who were 
given the opportunity were 
amazed by the sheer power and 
control of a seemingly simple 
errand. 

Following the first round of 
firing, the cadets were invited to 
Camp Roberts' weapon simulator. 
The state-of-the-art simulator, 
consisting of a wall-sized screen, 
gave the cadets an opportunity to 
try out many military weapons 
including the M-16 rifle, M-60 

Above, cadet officer in charge 1st Lt Matthew 
Jensen using Army PRC-77 field radio to 
contact cadets divided into other squads.

Left, officers conference- reviewing map of 
Camp Roberts. Left to Right: CAP senior 
member, Ken Lewis,  next is cadet 1st. Lt.  Matt 
Jensen, Lt Cregg Hill Commander of Battery D 
144th Field Artillery, CAP senior members, 
Capt. Dave Davis, 2nd Lt. Russ Guiney and Maj 
Chuck Untersee USAR .

Above, C/MSgt Greg Marcus 
in command of SPG#2 as it 
drives by.

On the left, cadet airmen, 
Richard Medina and David 
Folden with 155mm 
projectiles in ammo carrier.

machine gun, and the M-249 SAW automatic weapon. A number of 
real-life scenarios were played during which the cadets tested both the 
marksmanship skills and their personal judgment. After having 
finished with the weapons simulator, the cadets headed back to the field 
for a second round of live fire. Before nightfall, the cadets were given an 
impromptu crash-course in infantry operations from C/Captain Matt 
Siebert (ROTC, UC Santa Barbara). Siebert also instructed the cadets 
about the possibility of a career as an officer in the United States Army. 

When night drew near the firing began. In almost pitch black 
conditions, the three SPGs fired off a number of more unconventional 

(continued on page 11)
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SQ 61 Cadets Backpacking Trip
By C/Staff Sergeant John-Paul Le Cèdre

  
asked why he chose the most demanding 
paths during the hike, he responded intrep-
idly, "It builds character!" 

1st Lt. Darwin Gettner, Sq. 61 com-
mander, was confident in Cadet Guiney's 
abilities during the hike. "It was a tough hike, 
but we got through it well," he said. Lt. Getner 
accompanied the cadets through the entire 
laborious trek. 

During the greater part of the trip 
C/SSgt. Robert Owens took point, keeping a 
rapid pace to ensure that the cadets would get 
their expectations of the trip fulfilled. 
Certainly, the cadets had little doubt of the 
difficulty of the days ahead when Owens 
tackled even the toughest ascent with a steady 
jogging pace. 

Although the cadets toughed it out for 
three days with little of the comforts of home, 
each one was satisfied with his accomplish-
ments. In addition to the next unit hike, 
C/SMSgt  Guiney has many other backpack-
ing trips planned, including one to San 
Gorgonio. He hopes that next time many 
more cadets will attend in order to experience 
the strenuous conditions of the hike. After all, 
"It builds character”.

n Friday, March 17 through Sunday, OMarch 19, cadets from Camarillo 
Composite Squadron 61 embarked to Point. 
Mugu State Park for their long-awaited 
annual backpacking trip. Covering well over 
23 miles of difficult terrain while in full gear, 
the cadets took home a well-deserved sense of 
self-respect in this noteworthy accomplish-
ment. 

Since its inception late in 1999, this 
year's unit hike had been a logistical night-
mare for C/SMSgt. Bryan Guiney, Sq. 61 
deputy cadet commander and the coordinator 
of the hike. In the few short weeks preceding 
the trip, he took personal charge of requisi-
tioning the webgear and other equipment for 
the cadets involved. Always enthusiastic of 
the end result, he made sure that every cadet 
involved was well-equipped for the grueling 
days ahead. 

This hike was particularly motivating 
for everyone involved. Covering the greatest 

amount of distance of any Sq. 61 hike, the  
cadets began on Friday, wholeheartedly 
anticipating the days ahead. On this first day 
of the hike, they covered several miles before 
reaching their predetermined encampment 
area just as night was setting in. Not wanting 
to waste time, the cadets set up camp and left 
for a two and one half-mile night hike that 
became a night run. 
Saturday was certainly the most arduous day 
of their adventure. Hiking almost constantly 
from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., they covered the 
bulk of the trip in one day. After leaving early 
that morning, they got to Mugu Peak in time 
to enjoy the striking view while having 
breakfast at the summit after hoisting the 
United States flag on the peak (the farthest 
ridge in the background photo.) 

C/SMSgt. Bryan Guiney made sure not 
to spare the cadets any hardship while on the 
hike. He selected the toughest routes for the 
group, not wanting to coddle them. When 

APR/MAY/JUN 2000
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SQ 61 Cadets Cut in on California Trail Days
By 2nd Lt. Russ Guiney

  

he last weekend of April marks California Trail Days when volunteers come out to help Trebuild and repair hiking and riding trails in parks all over the state.  The focus of activity 
in Ventura County this year was Point Mugu State Park.  Squadron 61 members were looking 
for a community service project and often use the park for conditioning hikes and their recent 
three-day backpacking trip.  So, signing up for Trail Days was a natural choice.

Squadron 61 members arrived at Danielson Camp in the heart of Point Mugu State Park 
th on Friday evening, April 28 joining over 100 other volunteers.  2nd Lt. Russ Guiney was 

camp cook for the CAP crew and prepared a dinner of barbequed ribs, corn-on-the-cob and 
strawberry shortcake, which was the envy of all the other campers.  

Saturday morning began with trail work assignments.  Squadron 61 was given the task 
of repairing the Backbone Trail in the Boney Wilderness portion of the park.  To get to the 
work location crew members had to hike for an hour-and-a-half carrying food, water and 
tools.  The work site was high on Boney Ridge with a commanding view of the entire Oxnard 
Plain.  

The work consisted of cutting brush, which had grown over the trail and leveling the 
"tread" or path that people and horses walk upon.  A lot of digging was required in one 
location where winter rains had caused the earth to slip out, leaving a very narrow pathway.  

The day's work was rewarded with a tri-tip BBQ provided by the State Park Rangers, 
followed by a raffle and campfire program.  Most squadron members came away raffle 
winners.  Cadets Medina and Risher and deputy commander of cadets 1st Lt. Gary Jensen 
won shovels, which will presumably inspire them to work on trails even more.  Cadet Guiney 
won a bicycle helmet  and 2nd Lt. Guiney won two free dinners at In-and-Out Burger.

Sunday saw a half-day of work spent on the Hidden Pond Trail followed by breaking 
camp, packing up and returning home.  Squadron 61 was joined by the Ventura Military 
Explorer Post, who brought along their Duce-and-a-half military truck.  The truck was a great 
aid to the Park Rangers who had Explorer Post members utilize it to transport volunteers to 
various work locations along Sycamore Canyon Road.

Next time you are crossing the Oxnard Plain look to the east.  You will see the high 
profile of Boney Ridge in Point Mugu State Park.  That's where the CAP Trail Crew spent a 
weekend repairing the Backbone Trail.  Their work made life better for all park users and they 
earned credit toward a CAP Community Service Ribbon.  Think about joining them next year 
for California Trail Days.

Cadets  Medina,  Guiney and Risher 
set up camp at Danielson Ranch.

Cadets Medina, Guiney and Risher and     
S/M Risher repairing the backbone trail.

Cadets Eric Risher, Park Service Crew Chief Don Bowman 
and Cadet Guiney, above. On the left, SQ61 cadets help load 
park service staff and their tools into the Ventura Military 
Explorer’s Deuce- and-a-half.

APR/MAY/JUN 2000
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Squadron 61 has returned to actively recruiting new members 
for the cadet program. When the squadron had grown to over 100 ca-
dets at one time the recruiting activities had to cease. SQ61 was get-
ting more new cadets than it could handle for its limited staff. Not 
only did the amount of cadets increase, but the training and educat-
ing of new staff members and responsibilities for organizing these 
new recruits had to be stepped up as well. 

Captain Dave Davis, assistant deputy cadet commander and 
leadership officer responded, “Now that we have our new training 
program in place and more experienced cadets on staff, we can 
again actively recruit new members.”

Where to fit them all in the building is an on going problem. 
Each week is a challenge to accommodate all the cadets for their 
classes and activities. 

 Revived Recruiting for SQ61 Cadet Program

Point Mugu Air Show April 2000
y Capt.Dave Davis B

On Saturday, April 8th and Sunday the 9th, Squadron 61 sent 
thirty-two cadets and six senior members to work at the Pt. Mugu 
Air Show. Members worked in four duty stations. The first station 
and headquarters for the operation was the Squadron Recruiting 
Booth. Cadets and seniors continuously staffed the booth from 7:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. both days. The second station was a hot dog booth 

stshared with the Naval 1  Class Association. The final count is yet to 
come on the profits, but the booth was extremely busy from about 
10:00 a.m. until 3:00 in the afternoon. The third duty assignment 
was assisting the 146th National Guard Air Wing. Their operation  
included fingerprinting children. The Air Guard's service provided 
parents with a record of their child's fingerprints. The fourth station 
was a hospitality unit set up by the National Guard 146th Air Wing. 
This location provided VIP's with runway close seating. These 
visitors had an unobstructed view of all airplane activity.

In the late morning of Sunday, General Iffland, commander of 
California's National Guard accompanied Congressman Elton 
Gallegly on a C130 flight which demonstrated the dropping of fire 
retardant. Upon landing both dignitaries walked to the 
Commander's Tent and five of the squadron's cadets were 
introduced to both gentlemen. After smartly saluting the general 
and the congressman, the cadets shook hands with each and chatted 
informally for a few moments. Two of the cadets at this show have 
been nominated to military academies, one by the Honorable 
Gallegly. He was effusive in his praise of Civil Air Patrol and the 
cadet program. Pictures were taken and the congressman moved on 
to other duties. Needless to say it was a highlight of the show for 
these cadets. All cadets and seniors had a good time and were 
deservedly tired after two days on the "flight line.”

Above photo, A 
large crowd 
gathers to watch 
the cadets drill in 
front of their 
recruiting booth. 
At the left, is the 
recruiting booth 
and below, the 
cadets are shown 
helping 146th 
Airlift Wing with 
their security 
booth. Not shown, 
are the food  
stands that they 
also worked in.

The new cadets who joined in March and April are shown with 
cadet recruiters, senior airmen,  Stephanie Wainwood, far left, and  
Richard Medina on the far right.



SQ61 Color Guard Win 1st Place Trophy 
at Conejo Valley Day’s parade

SQ61 Cadet  Accepted To 
WEST POINT

MILITARY ACADEMY
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Lt. Col. Pat O'Doul, of the West Point Military Academy 
surprised the SQ 61 cadets during a recent visit, by announcing that 
Cadet John-Paul Le Cedre had been accepted to the academy.  Cadet Le 
Cedre who did not know about his acceptance prior to the announce-
ment was elated.  Cadet Le Cedre will be leaving the squadron in June 
along with several other cadets who have also received various service 
academy appointments or ROTC scholarships.

A New Flag

Administration officer, 1st Lt. John Kunsemiller was presented 
with the Senior of the Quarter award for 2000.  This special award 
was presented to him by the squadron commander, 1st Lt. Darwin 
Gettner, at the senior meeting on March 14, 2000.  Kunsemiller’s 
efforts as the squadron’s administrative officer have proven to be 
outstanding.  We appreciate his time and dedication to compiling and 
submitting the reports required by Civil Air Patrol

The annual Conejo Valley Days Parade 
held in Thousand Oaks,  California, was the 
scene of the latest win for the Squadron 61 
Color Guard.  In its first parade of the new sea-
son, the Squadron 61 Color Guard faced some 
very tough competition from the Marine 
Corps Junior ROTC. When the judging was 
complete, SQ61 took first place. The latest 
first place trophy was presented to the squad-
ron c

will be added to the 
victorious collection at the squadron  head-
quarters in Camarillo.

ommander Lt. Darwin Gettner by cadet 
1st Lt. Matt Jensen, and 

A W A R D SA W A R D S
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is also interested in 
g e n e a l o g y ,  a n o t h e r  
p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t   
benefitting others, that 
has resulted in tracing 
thousands of his own 
relatives back several 
hundreds of years. He 
also enjoys traveling. 
Though his first love is 
teaching and sharing 
knowledge ,  and  he  
derives great personal 
pleasure in working with 
the seniors and cadets of 
our squadron. 

Capt. Edward Jones has been an active and valued 
member of our Squadron for two years. Edward is not a flyer 
but very interested in aerospace. He joined the Civil Air Patrol 
to further that interest and help the community. He enjoys the 
squadron as the staff officer for aerospace education and is the 
liaison officer for the United States Air Force Academy. He has 
been teaching the monthly aerospace education class for our 
senior meetings, making them interesting and challenging to 
all in attendance. This is only one of his many volunteer 
activities. 

He attended California State University at Northridge 
and holds a BA in Education, and a masters in administration. 
He has spent over 29 years teaching and in educational 
administration. For the past five years he has been principal of 
Sunkist Elementary School in Port Hueneme.

His wife, Deidre, who is also a member, is a Second  
Lieutenant, serving in communications. He and Deidre have 
raised six children and live in Camarillo. 

What does Capt. Jones do in his own spare time?  Well he 

attended a police academy and is a reserve captain with 

Ventura County Sheriff's Department.  This entails about two 

days a week of field duty and another two times a month of  

administrative staff duty.  Sometimes he rides in a patrol car 

and at other times he works on felony warrant arrests in plain 

clothes  and does out of state extraditions.
Capt. Jones is a man of many interests outside himself 

that benefit our community. He has interests that include 
amateur radio in which he holds an advanced class license. He 

headquarters flight com-
mander. 

A l t h o u g h  c a d e t  
Langford will soon be 
graduating from high school, 
he plans to stick with CAP 
for another year before 
going off to college to 
pursue a career as a pilot in 
the United States Navy 
through the ROTC program. 
"CAP is a great way to begin 
a military career," said 
Langford, "it has been a 
worthwhile, valuable way to 
reach my future goals in the 
military”. 

CAP SENIOR MEMBER

    His Personal Interests are  
      Not so Personal

y Lt. Col. Paul Kirschner, PAOB

    On the Fast Track 
      to a Military Career

y C/SSgt. John-Paul Le Cèdre B

CAP CADET 

When Cadet James Langford attended his first Civil Air 
Patrol meeting in May of 1999, he was a 16 years old, junior in 
high school, and genuinely interested in military service as a 
career. Within a year, Cadet Langford acquired the grade of 
Technical Sergeant, a great knowledge of drilling through 
service with the honor guard, and a future in the cadet staff.

Like many of those interested in military service, aviation 
greatly served as Langford's primary motivation for joining a 
military unit. At first, he was unsure as to which organization 
best suited him. Having seriously considered Sea Cadets along 
with CAP for a good amount of time, he eventually chose CAP 
because of what he saw as a greater emphasis on aviation and a 
more integrated and serious military program. 

Because Langford joined at an older age than most cadets, 
his motivation to progress through the squadron's chain of 
command was underscored by a distinct lack of time. At first a 
member of the Basic flight, Langford quickly earned the grade 
of C/Airman and was recruited for the  Honor Guard.

Cadet Langford's tour with the Squadron 61 Honor Guard 
has encompassed most of his time in CAP. During his time with 
the honor guard, Langford learned precision drill with the M-1 
Garand rifle along with a great amount of self-discipline that 
would help in his future aspirations as a leader of cadets. 
Towards the end of his time with the honor guard, Langford had 
the privilege of serving with the flight's color guard in the 
Conejo Valley Day’s parade, and a recent Memorial Day 
service. Along with this, Langford has made sure to present a 
good example to other cadets, having missed only one meeting 
since joining. 

His leadership abilities recognized by his cadet com-
mander, Langford was recently promoted to the position of 

P R O F I L E S
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APR/MAY/JUN 200010

Edward Jones James Langford 



explosives. Such included a special shell whose purpose was to illuminate the sky for 
infantry during night operations. Another variety fired was the white phosphorous 
shells, which explode several hundred feet above ground letting off the deadly white 
phosphorous chemical, making life rather uncomfortable for anyone in its path. The 
night fire continued until approximately 11:00pm. Cadets returned to their barracks 
exhausted from an active day, but still willing to perform a fire watch for the duration of 
the night. 

On the whole, this year's Camp Roberts trip was an exceptional success for 
all those involved. Cadets were exposed to military life, and some possibly inspired 
to pursue careers in artillery. Said Guiney, "It gives the cadets a chance to experience 
real military life, which is a primary goal for our organization."
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story of the Garden of Eden? When Adam Vons done this? 
and Eve eat the fruit and God asks them As I look over these comments I 
why after being told not to, Adam replied it realize that I am really talking to myself. I 
was the woman's fault, she made him do it, am guilty of not doing what I am suggesting 
while Eve said it was the snake's fault. The in this article. That Vons form is still sitting 

I recently gave a Moral Leadership poor snake has been in the dog house ever on my desk. I think it is time to bring this to 
class to the cadets on the subject of since. a close so I can take a few moments to fill 
accountabi lity and the need to take We are responsible for our lives and out that Vons  eScrip form.
responsibility for our actions. I believe we all the actions in those areas and issues open 
need to amplify that concept particularly as to our choice. I am impressed with the actor 
it applies to our involvement in the CAP Christopher Reeve, who played Superman, 
and in particular to Squadron 61. after a crippling accident with his horse that 

I question whether we do all we can left him paralyzed from the neck down he is 
for our squadron. Do we seniors give our making the choice to rehabilitate himself 
time as much as we could? I notice a lot of and make his life worthwhile. He is not 
new seniors at our meetings, but where are blaming his horse or anyone for what he is 
to old time members? Are we willing to now experiencing. He made the statement, 
support the cadets in their activities, as “I dwell on the fortunate things that are 
much as we should? I hear at almost every happening to me - the possibilities.”
senior meeting the need for support from What possibilities are for us to better 
the seniors for cadet functions. serve our Squadron 61? What can we 

General Curtis E. LeMay said, ”If I individually and collectively do to make 
had to come up with one word to define this even a better squadron?  At a recent 
leadership, I would say ‘responsibility’.” meeting we were asked to help the 
We can always find excuses for not doing squadron if we shop at Vons, by signing up 
the right thing. We humans are very good at for a program that would send a percentage 
using blame and shame to excuse our of what we spent for our groceries back to 
actions or the lack of them. Remember the the squadron. Have those who do shop at By Chaplain Richard Leo

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Time to Take 
Responsibility

Weekend at Camp Roberts from page 5

Left, cadets ride in an ammo 
carrier to the firing range. 

Top right, cadet airmen 1st 
Class, K. C. Miller and Joel 
Johnson in a 144th Humvee 
preparing to convoy to the 
firing range. 

Right, cadets ride to their 
barracks in a Duece and a 
Half transport truck.
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Conveniently headquartered at the Camarillo Airport,
the cadet program meets every Tuesday evening from 
6:30-9:00 PM. Senior members meet every 2nd and 
4th Tuesday from 7:30-9:00 PM.
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ARMY ROTC Command from UCSB 
Visits SQ61

Cadets on Squadron Clean Up Duty 

On April 25, Capt Matt France from the US Army 
Department of Military Science at UC Santa Barbara met 
with Squadron 61 Cadets to talk about careers in the United 
States Army. His presentation included a video and another 
presentation by ROTC cadets also from UCSB. As our 
guest that evening was UCSB ROTC Cadet Captain Matt 
Siebert who was also present with the 144th Field Artillery 
during our recent visit to Camp Roberts. Our Squadron 61  
cadets found the program extremely interesting and 
informative. The cadets always look forward to these 
visits. Their time is always appreciated.

One of the many regular duties of a cadet is to maintain a clean working 
environment, including of course, Squadron 61 headquarters for the Civil Air Patrol, 
located on the Camarillo Airport. Shown on the left, Cadet Dominic Russi of Camarillo 
and Cadet Oliver Martins of Thousands Oaks show us how to clean up.  They were 
working in our squadron comunication building, aka the Com Shack. We think their 
good work should not go unnoticed. Our squadron does it’s best to maintain order and 
cleanliness, this includes all Squadron 61 members. Every hand helps..

Capt. Matt France

STRENGHT
and HONOR


