
For nearly 40 years, Dr. John Pawelek has 

been a world-leading pioneer in the study 

of skin pigmentation. The results of his 

breakthrough studies, conducted at the 

Yale University School of Medicine, have 

been published in “Nature” and numerous 

other leading scientific journals. And his 

discoveries not only have earned Dr. Pawelek 

many citations and patents, but they could 

eventually influence treatments for and 

understanding of a broad range of illnesses 

and disorders, from melanoma to melasma.

At its annual meeting, June 12 through  

June 14 in Guangzhou, China, the 

Asian Society for Pigment Cell Research 

will commemorate Dr. Pawelek’s 

accomplishments by inaugurating the  

John M. Pawelek Lectureship, sponsored  

by ARTISTRY™ exclusively from Amway. 

The first John M. Pawelek Lectureship  

will be presented by professor K.C. Park, 

Seoul, South Korea.

At the meeting, Dr. Pawelek, who is a 

member of the Artistry Scientific Advisory 

Board and the ASPCR, will also present a 

lecture entitled “Pigmentation Research: 

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.” 

AMWAY™ HOSTS WORLD-RENOWNED 
RESEARCHER, INAUGURATES LECTURESHIP  
ON SKIN PIGMENTATION.

An important event for the  
science of skin pigmentation.
Dr. Pawelek’s appearance at the ASPCR meeting, and the creation 

of the lectureship bearing his name, are part of Amway’s ongoing 

commitment to understanding and treating the skin pigmentation 

disorders affecting people across Asia and throughout the world.

Among his many accomplishments, Dr. Pawelek’s lab was the 

first to identify a second enzyme affecting skin pigmentation––

until then, scientists had believed just one such enzyme existed. 

That discovery became the foundation for Dr. Pawelek’s innova-

tive studies today––research that may lead to new, targeted ways 

to treat specific ailments and disorders by inhibiting the pigmen-

tation process.

“Uneven pigmentation is no less important than other medical 

conditions. The emotional and psychological harm is real and 

powerful,” Dr. Pawelek said. “Amway’s goal, and mine, is to find 

new ways to inhibit pigmentation. If we are successful, we can 

create the products to help a lot of people.”

 

1997    Development of tumor-targeting Salmonella 
(Cancer Res, 1997) 

2003    Melanoma pigmentation by aberrant 
glycosylation (Can Res, 2003)

2005    First cell fusion in human cancer 
(Bone Marr Transplant, 2004; 2005)

2008    Cell fusion as an explanation for metastasis 
(Nat Rev Cancer, 2008)

2010    Autophagy is common in malignant 
melanoma (J Cut Pathol, 2010)

Dr. Pawelek, speaking on  
the importance of history.
In his presentation at the ASPCR event, Dr. Pawelek will focus 

on the history of pigmentation research, beginning in 1618 with 

Jean Riolan, a French anatomist who discovered that “color lay 

in the outer layer of skin.”

He said he chose history as his topic; rather than other issues 

such as metastatic melanoma, for which he is an expert; because 

of the importance it plays in the next generation of research.

“It is essential that we understand the history of pigmenta-

tion issues––to get everyone on the same page and really 

underscore the importance of building on the discoveries of 

others,” he said.

 
The ASPCR, part of a vital global network.
The ASPCR brings together physicians and scientists in Asia 

and throughout the world who share interests in issues affect-

ing skin pigmentation. It is a sister society to the European, 

Japanese, and Pan-American Societies; its members partici-

pate in international meetings with these groups. Dr. Pawelek 

is past president of the Pan-American Society.

1973    First MSH-responsive melanoma cells in culture (Nature NB, 1973)

1973    MSH action is mediated through cyclic AMP (Nature NB, 1973)

1974    First visualization of MSH receptors (PNAS, 1974)

1975    MSH activates preexisting tyrosinase molecules (Nature, 1975)

1975    MSH and CAMP regulate melanocyte growth (Nature, 1975)

1978    Melanin precursors show anti-cellular toxicity (Nature, 1978)   

1980    Discovery of dopachrome tautomerase (Nature, 1980)  

1989    UV up-regulates MSH receptors (J Invest Derm, 1989)
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