
Instead of sleeping in on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
Southern students and fac-
ulty braved the cold to become 
painters, organizers and clean-
ers.

About 700 Southern stu-
dents and faculty went to more 
than 50 locations in the com-
munity to serve Monday.

The theme for the day was 
Service InStyle. Renee Baum-
gartner, a senior Spanish and 
intercultural communications 
major and Community Ser-
vice Day coordinator, said the 
theme was not chosen ran-
domly.

“A style is a stepping stone 
to a norm,” she said. “We want 
service to be a norm on this 
campus and in the lives of each 
of our students.” 

In the weeks before Com-
munity Service Day, the cam-
pus was splashed with posters 
and fliers to stickers and but-
tons. Despite the aggressive 
marketing, the number of par-
ticipants was approximately 
the same as last year, Baum-
gartner said.

For some students, skip-
ping Community Service Day 
was not an option.
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Brad Betack
Editor

A Southern student was se-
riously injured over the week-
end while visiting friends in 
Michigan. 

Chris Mateo, a senior non-
profit administration major, 
was ice-skating with friends 
when he fell and hit the back of 
his head on the ice, said Rika 
Gemmell, a Southern student 
who was at the rink when Ma-
teo fell.

After Mateo fell, he went 
into a seizure. Paramedics ar-
rived and took him to Lake-
land Regional Hospital in St. 
Joseph, Mich. where doctors 
sedated him and ran several 
tests, Gemmell said. After go-
ing through the tests, Mateo 

was trans-
ferred to 
B o r g e s s 
Hospital in 
Kalamazoo, 
Mich., which 
has a larger 
trauma unit 
to handle se-

rious head injuries.
Doctors initially thought 

Mateo suffered a brain aneu-
rism which caused him to fall, 
but after running more tests, 
they believe it may have been 
the impact of his head hit-
ting the ice that caused him to 
seize, Gemmell said. 

Doctors will keep Mateo in 
the hospital for several more 
days and run more tests until 
they can figure out what ex-
actly caused him to fall. Ma-
teo is awake and responsive 
and his mother and aunts are 
there with him, said Lynn 

John Williams, dean of the 
School of Visual Art & Design, 
had a lot on his mind in Sep-
tember. He and his wife were 
expecting a baby. He was head-
ing up a dynamic and growing 
art school. And he had liver 
cancer.

“I was being told by people 
I was going to die,” Williams 
said. “There was nothing tan-
gible except for the blood work 
and the labs, but I didn’t see 
those.”

But the doctors caught it 
early and he was put on a 
transplant list by oct. 1, two 
days after his daughter, Isa-
bella, was born. She joined 

Zane, 5, and Sophia, 4.
Some patients wait for more 

than a decade for a liver that 
matches their blood type. With 
a B blood type, Williams’ list 
was much shorter than other 
lists, and since he was healthy 
overall, he moved up the list.

Then, on Nov. 25, two 

Warning sent 
out to students

see LoCK DoWN, page 3see TRANSPLANT, page 4
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Krysta Moench helps clear brush on Lookout Mountain for Southern’s Community Service Day.
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on Monday night, the girl’s 
dorm and Southern Village 
apartments were put on alert 
due to suspicious activity of a 
man close to campus, accord-
ing to Campus Safety.

A female student was walk-
ing on the Greenway when she 
encountered a middle-aged 
man who asked her to pray 
with him. She prayed with the 
man and as they were parting 
he made a comment that dis-
turbed her, said Campus Safe-
ty official David Houtchens.

“He asked her to pray for 
him because he was struggling 
with the desire to kill some-
one,” Houtchens said.

However, Houtchens does 
not believe that the man is a 
threat to students. 

“He does not realize that 
some of these things are bad to 
say, he just knows he gets at-
tention [when he says them],” 
Houtchens said. “He’s like a 
little kid who says a bad word 
to get attention.”

The Collegedale Police re-
ported to Taylor Circle to look 
for the man and escort him off 
campus, but they did not find 
him.

An announcement was 
made over the intercom of 
Thatcher hall around 7 p.m. 
Monday. It said that the dorm 
was on “lock down,” in other 
words, students could only 
enter and exit the building 
with an ID card or the autho-
rization of a desk worker, said 
Lisa Hall, an associate dean at 
Thatcher Hall.

see SeRVICe, page 3
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Chris Mateo

The South East Youth Con-
ference advertising went be-
yond posters, announcements 
and the never failing email 
reminder from Pam Dietrich 
by having volunteers make 
friendly drop-in’s at dorm 
rooms, which resulted in ap-
proximately 2,000 visitors at 
last week’s annual event. 

“I just wanted them to know 
that they had an option of go-
ing. I didn’t know if they had 
heard of it,” said Linnea Hau-
gen, a junior nursing major, 
and one of the SEYC volun-
teers who personally invited 
students to come.

The average attendance was 
about 2,000 people, and for 
vespers about 2,500 people 
attended, said Taylor Paris, 
SEYC president and a senior 
financial services accounting 
major.

“I thought it was really 
great, it’s all about getting the 
people exited about God and 
about faith,” Paris said.

According to the SEYC Web 
site, this year’s theme was 
“One” modeled after Ephe-
sians 4:4-6, which represents 
being one with God. The three-
day event included concerts, 
outreach programs and a va-

riety of seminars and sermons 
from speakers Jeffrey Rosario 
and Matt Parra.

“I thought that Jeffrey Ro-
sario was a really powerful 
speaker, and the one thing 
that stuck with me was when 
he said, ‘there will be more 
people in hell for neglecting 
God than those that rejected 
God’ that is where Satan gets 
at us, by casually neglecting 
God through everyday activi-
ties,” said Ashley Compton, a 
junior marketing major.

Rosario said SEYC was a 
means for people to get more 
involved with God.

“SEYC is just a platform, an 
opportunity for God to bring 
young men and women into 
a higher calling. I see a lot 
of potential here but I think 
there’s a need for spiritual re-
vival,” he said. “God is calling 
for young men and women in 
our generation to have a real 
and personal experience with 
Him, not an experience that 
our parents or our pastors 
tell us, something that we can 
taste for ourselves, we need a 
revolution in the church away 
from cultural Adventism.”

The next SEYC event will be 
during fall semester with the 
theme “Regeneration,” Paris 
said. 
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Every year more students 
at Southern engage in hi-tech 
conversations, demonstrating 
their advanced knowledge in 
different software and pro-
grams, but the interest in ap-
plying this knowledge in school 
media jobs has declined. 

“Everybody wants these 
things, the yearbook, the 
newspaper, but they don’t 
want to give their time [to do 
them]. They expect somebody 
else to do it for them.” said 
Kari Schultz, director of stu-
dent life and activities. 

One of the reasons why 
some students might not be 
as interested in signing up for 
these media jobs is because of 
the fear of criticism by their 
peers on the job that they do, 
said Ryan Moore, a sopho-

more film major and current 
Strawberry Festival producer.  

“No matter what kind of 
job you do someone will com-
plain,” Moore said. “You never 
want to work on something 
that people will complain 
about.”

Moore said he turned his ap-
plication for last year’s Straw-
berry Festival because one of 
his professors encouraged him 
to. He turned in his applica-
tion on the day of the deadline 
and was the only student that 
applied for the position. 

Schultz said that another 
reason for the apathy toward 
SA media jobs is due to the 
current tuition system which 
charges the same cost for 
12-16 credits. She says that 
this makes people sign up for 
more classes to get the most 
for their money.  

Although it might be dif-

ficult to balance the workload 
of classes and a media job, 
Schultz said it prepares stu-
dents to be leaders.

“It is a great opportunity to 
develop leadership skills and 
[SA] is a fun group to be part 
of. By being involved you have 
a better college experience,” 
Schultz said. 

Media board members said 
the jobs are open to anyone 
with knowledge of writing, 
photography, video, comput-
er-aided design, animation 
or artwork. SA media appli-
cations for the Accent editor, 
yearbook editor, and Straw-
berry Festival producer are 
available from until Feb. 4 at 
the Student Services office in 
the Student Center.
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SEYC inspires students to be ‘one with God’

Caldwell, an associate pro-
fessor in the School of Jour-
nalism & Communication who 
has spoke with Chris and his 
family since the accident.

“Chris sounds good, he’s 

“We may have overreacted, 
but we wanted to err on the 
side of safety,” Hall said.

The Collegedale Police con-
firmed that although they have 
encountered the man several 
times in the past, he does not 
seem dangerous.

According to Campus Safe-
ty, the man in question is 5’ 6’’ 
tall, well-dressed, Caucasian, 
middle-aged and of slight to 
medium build.

Campus Safety reiterated 
that they want students to feel 
safe on campus, and if they 
need an escort or feel unsafe, 
there is an officer on call all 
day every day. 
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Many young men and women stand as Jeffery Rosario prays for them at 
the end of Vespers.
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SA media jobs open for next year
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Chris Mateo sings special music for last Thursday’s SEYC convocation.

Service
Continued from Pg. 1

“I didn’t even consider not 
signing up,” said Krista Mo-
ench, a sophomore psychology 
and nursing major who went 
to Lookout Mountain to serve. 
“To be able to help others feels 
better than just sitting around 
all day.” 

Students were not the only 
ones who participated; profes-
sors, administrators and other 
staff joined them in serving 
the community.

Becky Djernes, administra-
tive assistant of financial ad-
ministration said, “As faculty 
and staff we should do these 
things to show our support.” 

still groggy, but he’s sound-
ing like the old Chris again,” 
Caldwell said. 

Caldwell said Mateo is 
very appreciative for all of the 
prayers and well-wishes that 
have been said for him.


