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DILLON — A group of
Dillon County residents
are concerned about the
poor condition of one of
their parks and say Dillon
County Council isn’t doing
enough fast enough to
make it safe.

Newtown Park at 208

Marion St. in Dillon has
been around for almost
three decades, but park
fallen into disrepair in re-
cent years.

Bishop Eugene Camp-
bell, vice president of the
Citizens for a Better Com-
munity, said he’s been try-
ing to get help for the park
for more than two years and
very little has been done.

By Rebecca J. Ducker
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LAKE VIEW — People
from all over the Pee Dee
have contributed funding to
help save the life of a dog
who was shot in Lake View.

More than $2,100 has
been raised so far to per-
form the urgent surgery on
5-year-old Von Dutch, a yel-
low Labrador retriever.

Von Dutch, who has been
a member of the Rogers
family since he was a puppy,
escaped their yard June 28
when an electrical storm
disabled the invisible fence
on the family’s property.

“He’s just so laid back.
He’s just right there all the
time, you know, eager to
please. It doesn’t matter
what you need, he’s there,”
owner Robyn Rogers said.

After searching for two
days, witnesses and neigh-
bors found the dog under a
car about a mile from the
house with several gunshot
wounds to the rear of his
body.

On Wednesday after-
noon, Ronald Ball of Lake
View went before a judge to
face charges of felony cruel-
ty to animals and discharge
of a firearm with in city
limits in connection with
the case and was released on
a personal recognizance
bond, Lake View Police Lt.
Michael Jackson said.

The investigation is con-
tinuing, Jackson said.

“I’m devastated to be
honest, that someone would
actually do this to a living
creature. I mean, Von Dutch
is more than just a dog to us,
he’s part of our family,”
Rogers said.

Dr. Jeff Burroughs of
Mullins Veterinary Hospital
was the first veterinarian to
examine Von Dutch. Bur-
roughs said the dog was
shot in the rectum, tearing
the tissue and causing fecal
matter to leak into the dog’s
bloodstream.

Although an early sur-

gery was performed on Von
Dutch, the damage is so se-
vere that he requires an ad-
ditional surgery by a Board
Certified Specialist to save
his life.

“The vet says if he does-
n’t receive surgery this
week, then it will be too late
for him, (the injury) will be-
come septic, and he will
eventually die,” Rogers said.
“ ... gradually the toxins are
leaking into his blood-
stream, and after this week
if he does not get the sur-
gery he will die, we will lose
him.”

Once word spread about

Von Dutch’s injuries, in part
via Facebook, more than 60
people have donated money
to the Rogerses to offeset the
cost of the surgery, which
could be as high as $5,000.

Von Dutch will be taken
to South Carolina Veteri-
nary Specialists this morn-
ing to undergo surgery to re-
pair the rectal tear and save
his life.

“Everyone had taken an
interest in this, and as of
now we have raised $2,100 to
fund the surgery,” Rogers
said. “I’m very excited. I
can’t imagine that strangers
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Former officer’s appeal fails
By Jamie Rogers
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FLORENCE — Former
Lake City police Sgt. Shani-
ta McKnight will continue
serving her 20-year federal
sentence after a decision of
the lower court was af-

firmed by
the U.S.
Court of Ap-
peals for the
4th Circuit,
according to
court docu-
ments filed
Tuesday.

McKnight

stood trial in federal court
in Florence in October 2008,
convicted of drug traffick-
ing and extortion charges
and sentenced in May 2009.

A month later, she filed
documents to appeal her
case to the U.S. Fourth Cir-
cuit of Appeals.

The appeal was referred

to a panel of three judges
who reviewed the case be-
fore deciding to schedule
oral argument for possible
disposition, according to
court documents filed in
June.

If the judges unani-
mously agree, the oral ar-
gument is unneccessary

and the panel issues its de-
cison without one.

The court documents
filed Tuesday stated the
judges confirmed the dis-
trict’s court decison.

During McKnight’s tri-
al, federal prosecutors pre-
sented several witnesses
who said they paid McK-

night in exchange for infor-
mation about police activi-
ty.

Keith Rose, who was ar-
rested in 2005 and is serv-
ing 15 years in prison on a
drug conspiracy charge tes-
tified that he paid

By Jim Faile
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DARLINGTON — Dar-
lington County Administra-
tor Phyllis Griffitts said she
will retire effective July 30.

Griffitts, who has served
as county administrator for
nearly 12 years, announced
her decision during Tuesday
night’s county council meet-
ing.

“I have thoroughly en-
joyed my tenure with the
County and will truly miss
the employees of the Coun-
ty,” Griffitts said in a written
statement submitted to coun-
cil during a closed-door exec-
utive session called for per-
sonnel matters.

“I hope that Council will
find an Administrator that
will truly work with the em-
ployees and be on their team.
Darlington County has some

of the best employees who
are dedicated to their jobs
and provide the best services
to the citizens of our Coun-
ty.”

Council met in executive
session for about half an
hour discussing Griffitts’ de-
cision. Griffitts emerged
from the session after about
the first three minutes.

Griffitts said she is leav-
ing by her own choice and on
good terms with council.

“I’m happy,” she said after
the meeting. “I’m going to
spend time with my grand-
children. I asked for this. It’s
what I want. That’s what I
went in there to tell them.”

Griffitts has worked with
the county since 1985. She
was named interim county
administrator in October
1998 and later awarded a full
contract as administrator by
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Robyn Rogers snuggles with her 5-year-old Lab, Von Dutch, during an interview Wednesday in Lake View. Von Dutch, who went missing after escaping his electric
fence on June 28 during a thunderstorm, was found shot in the rectum June 30. After being seen by several veterinarians Von Dutch will require major surgery.

“He’s just so
laid back. He’s
just right there

all the time,
you know,

eager to
please. It

doesn’t matter
what you

need, he’s
there,” Robyn
Rogers said of

her dog, Von
Dutch.
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