
From staff reports

BISHOPVILLE — Voters
in Lee County have chosen
their acting sheriff to be
their full-time sheriff after
a special election Tuesday,

which was prompted by the
arrest of former sheriff
E.J. Melvin on federal drug
conspiracy and other
charges and his subsequent
resignation in May.

According to unofficial
results from Lee County
Election Commission offi-
cials, Daniel Simon won the
election outright by getting
53 percent of the vote, he
said.

S i m o n
was among
five the De-
mocratic can-
didates seek-
ing the office.
The other
candidates —
Tyrell Cato,
Lloyd Greer,
T i l l m a n
Smith and Jimmy Tidwell
— also have law enforce-

ment backgrounds.
Simon said the results

showed he got 2,664 votes to
Tidwell’s 1,252, Smith’s 951,
Cato’s 124 and Greer’s 44.

Election officials said no
Republican or independent
candidates have filed to run
in the special election, so in
all likelihood, Tuesday’s
primary winner will be the
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COLUMBIA — South
Carolinians who rely on un-
employment benefits soon

won’t have to wait for their
checks to arrive in the mail.
The state Department of
Employment and Workforce
is going paperless, phasing
out benefits checks and re-
placing them with debit
cards.

New recipients will start
receiving Visa debit cards
instead of checks Monday,
with all checks being re-
placed by Oct. 1.

“It’s a part of an effort
that a lot of states have gone
to now to make it easier for

the individual to get their
money as quick as possible
and to be able to use it in a
way that they don’t have to
worry about a check being
stolen or worry about check-
cashing fees and things like
that that normally come up,”

said Clark Newsom,
spokesman for the depart-
ment.

There’s also a benefit to
taxpayers. Not having to
process, print and mail
checks will save the state
more than $4 million a year.

The department printed and
mailed 100,010 checks last
week. The S.C. Department
of Employment and Work-
force said May’s state unem-
ployment rate was down one
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Make the switch3.99%APR
for the first 6 months

7.99% fixed APR after 6 months

**Offer applies to new VISA Gold accounts. Purchases, Cash Advances, and Transfers from other credit cards qualify.
Special Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is 3.99% for first six months. Thereafter, the then prevailing APR of 7.99% will

apply to all outstanding balances. Rates and terms are subject to change. Contact PDFCU for details.
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Above: Eddie Brown builds a shelf in one of the storage sheds at Belk Funeral home.
Brown has been working with the funeral home since 1962 when he helped reshingle.
Left: Belk Funeral Home hired Brown in 1964 to do general maintenance work. He’s been
wearing his trademark hat ever since.
Below: Brown hammers nails into a piece of wood to use as a support while building a
shelf at Belk Funeral home.

Not happy unless he’s working
Eddie Brown a
fixture at Belk
Funeral Home
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DARLINGTON — Eddie
Brown, all 85 pounds of him,
helped reshingle the steep
roof of Belk Funeral Home
when he was 14 years old in
1962.

Brown carried the shin-
gles up a homemade ladder
to the roof of the towering
two-story home that was
built in the late 1800s along
West Broad Street. The shin-
gles weighed more that he
did.

It was hard work, but that
is what Brown — who tips
the scales at 120 pounds now
— has done all his life.

Brown’s work ethic made
a favorable impression on
the late Marion Belk,
founder of Belk Funeral
Home. Belk knew he was one
of 14 children and serving as
head of his household be-
cause his mother was recov-
ering from a heart attack.

Belk hired Brown in 1964
to do general maintenance
work. He’s been at the funer-
al home wearing his trade-
mark hat ever since.

But it wasn’t easy the
first two weeks. Brown was
quite nervous about being
around the deceased.

And it didn’t help when
Belk asked his son Sidney,
the current owner, to show
Brown around the embalm-
ing room so that he could
clean it.

“Eddie asked me if there
was anybody in the room,”
Sidney said. “I could tell by
his eyes that he didn’t want
to go in that room. I told Dad-
dy, ‘I think Eddie is afraid of
the non-living.’”

But Marion had a quick
answer that solved the prob-
lem on the spot.

“He said ‘Eddie better
find another job,’” Sidney
said.

Sidney said he’s glad
Brown didn’t find another
job. He said when his father
died unexpectedly in 1973,
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TIMMONSVILLE —
Timmonsville’s town coun-
cil voted Monday night to
hire Florence certified pub-
lic accountant Jack Holt to
conduct an audit of the
town’s finances from March
2009 through February 2010.

“We advertised and took
bids, and Mr. Holt’s bid was
the best for us,” Town Ad-
ministrator Mark Fountain
said. “Mr. Holt submitted
the lowest bid. He’s thor-
ough and well-respected,
and I know he’ll do an ex-
cellent job with this audit.”

The audit, which could

Council hires CPA
to conduct audit
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