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NEW ORLEANS — Ear-
lier this month, BP boldly
predicted the oil gushing
from the bottom of the sea
would be reduced to a “rela-
tive trickle” within days, and
President Barack Obama
told the nation last week that
as much as 90 percent would
soon be captured. But those
goals seemed wildly opti-
mistic Thursday after yet an-
other setback a mile under-
water.

A deep-sea robot bumped
into the cap collecting oil
from the well, forcing a tem-
porary halt Wednesday to
the company’s best effort yet
to contain the leak. The cap
was back in place Thursday,
but frustration and skepti-
cism were running high
along the Gulf Coast.

BP’s pronouncements
have “absolutely no credi-
bility,” Jefferson Parish
Councilman John Young
said. The latest problem
shows “they really are not
up to the task and we have
more bad news than we have
good news.”

Even before the latest set-
back, the government’s
worst-case estimates sug-
gested the cap and other
equipment were capturing
less than half of the oil leak-
ing from the sea floor. And in
recent days, the “spillcam”
video continued to show gas
and oil billowing from the
blown-out well.

BP spokesman John Cur-
ry laid out in new detail the
company’s plans to have ad-
ditional ships in place that
can capture even more oil,
and said he understands the
frustration.

“We want to do what

everybody wants and that’s
of course to minimize the
impact as quickly and effi-
ciently as possible and with-
out injury to any of the
workers,” he said.

At nearly every impor-
tant juncture since the Deep-
water Horizon rig exploded
April 20, killing 11 workers,
the government’s and BP’s
estimates on the size of the
spill, its effect on wildlife
and the time frame for con-
taining it have spectacularly
missed the mark.

On June 8, BP chief oper-
ating office Doug Suttles
said the spill should be re-
duced to a “relative trickle”
in less than a week. BP later
said it would take more time
for the spill to reach a trick-
le.

Obama used the 90 per-
cent figure last week in his
first address from the Oval

Office and after meeting
with BP officials at the
White House, saying the
company had informed him
that was how much of the oil
could be kept out of the wa-
ter within weeks.

“It just doesn’t look like
that’s in the cards,” said Ed
Overton, a retired professor
of environmental science at
Louisiana State University.
“We’re not even close to that,
and the word today is that
they were capturing less
than the day before. I was
hoping the president knew
something that the rest of us
didn’t know. I mean, he was
talking to the big shots.”

BP said Thursday it was
gradually ramping back up
to capture about 700,000 gal-
lons a day with the cap, and
burning off an additional
438,000 a day using an incin-
erator ship.
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WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court on Thurs-
day sharply curtailed
prosecutors’ use of an
anti-fraud law that was
central in convicting
politicians and corporate
executives in many of the
nation’s most prominent
corruption cases. The ex-
CEO of disgraced energy
giant Enron and a Cana-
dian media mogul, both
in prison, are among the
figures who could benefit
from the ruling.

The justices voted 6-3
to keep the law in force,
even as they joined unan-
imously in weakening it,
and left it to a lower court
to decide whether Jeffrey
Skilling, the former En-
ron boss, and Conrad
Black, the former news-
paper owner, should have
their convictions stem-
ming from “honest serv-
ices” fraud overturned.

The “honest services”
law has been criticized by
defense lawyers as the
last resort of prosecutors
in corruption cases that
lack the evidence to prove
that money is changing
hands. It also has been
called vague, subjecting
people to prosecution for
mistakes and minor
transgressions in the
business and political
worlds. But watchdogs
consider it key to fighting
white-collar and public
fraud.

Melanie Sloan, execu-
tive director of the gov-
ernment watchdog group
Citizens for Responsibili-
ty and Ethics in Wash-
ington, said the decision
“deprives prosecutors of
an important tool in their
efforts to fight public cor-
ruption. Previous convic-
tions may be vacated and
corrupt officials will
have an easier time es-
caping accountability for
their misdeeds.”

The court, in an opin-
ion written by Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
said prosecutors may
continue to seek honest
services fraud convic-
tions in cases where they
put forward evidence
that defendants accepted
bribes or kickbacks.

“Because Skilling’s
misconduct entailed no
bribe or kickback, he did
not conspire to commit
honest-services fraud un-
der our confined con-
struction” of the law,
Ginsburg said. Three jus-
tices, Anthony Kennedy,
Antonin Scalia and
Clarence Thomas, would
have found the law un-
constitutional.

Obama stresses no
discord with Petraeus

WASHINGTON — No
more discord in the
Afghanistan war command,
President Barack Obama
vows. With Gen. David Pe-
traeus in charge, the presi-
dent said Thursday he’s as-
sembled the team that will
take the U.S. through the
months ahead — by all ex-
pectations the make-or-
break stage of the conflict.

“I am going to be insisting
on a unity of purpose on the
part of all branches of the
U.S. government,” the presi-
dent said. “Our team is going
to be moving forward in
synch.”

Obama said he does not
anticipate further firings be-
yond Gen. Stanley McChrys-
tal, who was fired Wednes-
day for sniping at civilian
war bosses in a magazine ar-
ticle.

“I’m paying very close at-
tention,” Obama said of his
war council. “And I will be
insisting on extraordinary
performance moving for-
ward.”

High court: Petitioners’
names can be released

WASHINGTON — People
who sign petitions calling for
public votes on controversial
subjects don’t have an auto-
matic right to hide their
names, the Supreme Court
ruled Thursday as it sided
against Washington state
voters worried about harass-
ment because they advocated
repeal of that state’s gay
rights law.

The high court ruling
against Protect Marriage
Washington, which organ-
ized a petition drive for a
public vote to repeal the
state’s “everything-but-mar-
riage” domestic partnership
law, says disclosure of the
names of the signers of ref-
erendum petitions can gen-
erally be allowed under the
Constitution.

In the ruling, the court
says disclosing names on a
petition for a public referen-
dum does not chill the sign-
er’s freedom of speech
enough to warrant overturn-
ing the state’s disclosure law,
which the state says allows
the release of petition signa-
tures.

Grizzly bear attacks man
in Alaska wilderness

ANCHORAGE, Alaska —
The bearded, sandy-haired
geologist was on a job in the
remote Alaska wilderness
when a grizzly bear sudden-
ly emerged from the brush
just yards away.

So Robert Miller did what
he was trained to do — he fell
to the ground, clasped his
hands around his neck to
protect it and played dead.

The bear wandered away
and Miller thought he was in
the clear. Pulling himself to
his knees, he found out how
wrong he was.

The bear charged again
and “this time he didn’t want
me to move. He was really
thrashing me around,” the
54-year-old said Wednesday
from his hospital bed, his
right arm and leg swathed in
bandages, his left ear criss-
crossed by stitches.

“When he stepped into
the clearing he didn’t snarl
and stand up and show me
how big he was. He just came
for me,” Miller said.

Chicago mayor won’t ‘roll
over’ if gun ban lifted

CHICAGO — If the U.S.
Supreme Court strikes down
Chicago’s handgun ban, the
city will likely do what Wash-
ington, D.C., did when its
own ban was overturned two
years ago: Put in place all
sorts of restrictions to make
it tougher to buy guns and
easier for police to know who
has them.

Chicago Mayor Richard
Daley says he’s encouraged
by what he sees in D.C. and
vows not go down without a
fight.

“We’re not going to roll
over,” Daley told The Associ-
ated Press.

While he and city officials
would not say specifically
what plans they have in
mind if the Supreme Court
rules against the city next
week, observers say that a
ruling favorable to Chicago
gun rights supporters will
lead to a new round of legis-
lation — and lawsuits.

— From wire reports

Toxins found in whales

Åz!Ã x�w ÄÅ�¡w

A sperm whale calf swims next to its mother and a pod of sperm whales about four miles off the coast of the Agat Marina in
Guam. American scientists who spent five years shooting nearly 1,000 sperm whales with tissue-sampling darts discovered stun-
ningly high levels of toxic heavy metals in the animals on their 87,000-mile voyage, according to a report obtained Thursday.
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AGADIR, Morocco —
Sperm whales feeding even
in the most remote reaches
of Earth’s oceans have built
up stunningly high levels of
toxic and heavy metals, ac-
cording to American scien-
tists who say the findings
spell danger not only for
marine life but for the mil-
lions of humans who de-
pend on seafood.

A report released Thurs-
day noted high levels of cad-
mium, aluminum, chromi-
um, lead, silver, mercury
and titanium in tissue sam-
ples taken by dart gun from
nearly 1,000 whales over five
years. From polar areas to
equatorial waters, the
whales ingested pollutants
that may have been pro-

duced by humans thou-
sands of miles away, the re-
searchers said.

“These contaminants, I
think, are threatening the
human food supply. They
certainly are threatening
the whales and the other an-
imals that live in the
ocean,” said biologist Roger
Payne, founder and presi-
dent of Ocean Alliance, the
research and conservation
group that produced the re-
port.

The researchers found
mercury as high as 16 parts
per million in the whales.
Fish high in mercury such
as shark and swordfish —
the types health experts
warn children and preg-
nant women to avoid — typ-
ically have levels of about 1
part per million.

The whales studied aver-

aged 2.4 parts of mercury
per million, but the report’s
authors said their internal
organs probably had much
higher levels than the skin
samples contained.

“The entire ocean life is
just loaded with a series of
contaminants, most of
which have been released
by human beings,” Payne
said in an interview on the
sidelines of the Interna-
tional Whaling Commis-
sion’s annual meeting.

Payne said sperm
whales, which occupy the
top of the food chain, ab-
sorb the contaminants and
pass them on to the next
generation when a female
nurses her calf. “What she’s
actually doing is dumping
her lifetime accumulation
of that fat-soluble stuff into
her baby,” he said, and each

generation passes on more
to the next.

Ultimately, he said, the
contaminants could jeop-
ardize seafood, a primary
source of animal protein for
1 billion people.

“You could make a fairly
tight argument to say that it
is the single greatest health
threat that has ever faced
the human species. I sus-
pect this will shorten lives,
if it turns out that this is
what’s going on,” he said.

Payne called his group’s
$5 million project the most
comprehensive report ever
done on ocean pollutants.

U.S. Whaling Commis-
sioner Monica Medina in-
formed the 88 member na-
tions of the whaling com-
mission of the report and
urged the commission to
conduct further research.

Latest Gulf blunder feeds anger
In other developments:
■ The spill began arriving
in sheets of oil on the Flori-
da coast, forcing the first
closing of a beach in the
state since the accident
more than nine weeks ago,
and fouled some of Missis-
sippi’s most fertile coastal
waters.

■ The federal judge who
struck down the Obama ad-
ministration’s six-month
ban on deep-water drilling
in the Gulf refused to stay
his ruling while the gov-
ernment appeals.

■ Environmental groups
asked the court to release
additional information
about U.S. District Judge
Martin Feldman’s holdings
in oil-related stocks.

Court
rules on
fraud law


