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FLORENCE — Florence
County Council has voted
to purchase an additional
piece of property across
from the Florence City-
County Complex after last
month’s vote to buy five
parcels on the other side of
the street.

After an executive ses-
sion on Thursday, council
approved $131,000 from the
county’s general fund bal-
ance to buy the hexagonal
lot.

Last month, council vot-
ed to purchase $1.4 million
worth of property across
from the complex. The land
will primarily be used for
the 12th Circuit Solicitor’s
Office, County Administra-
tor Richard Starks said af-
ter the vote.

The county hasn’t made

final plans for the five
North Irby Street proper-
ties, which include existing
buildings, Starks said last
month.

The purchase, however,
will help the solicitor’s of-
fice consolidate its offices,
he said. The solicitor’s of-
fice is spread over five or six
locations, some of which
are rented, so the county
also hopes to ultimately
save money with the pur-
chase, he said.

The county has had its
eye on the sites for four
years, and prices finally
“came in line” to make the
purchase realistic, Starks
said last month.

The properties could
have the potential to factor
into plans for a new county
judicial center, but council
hasn’t made a commitment
toward a new site, Starks
has said.
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FLORENCE — Represen-
tatives from several federal
agencies announced the re-
sults of a major crackdown
on mortgage fraud during a
press conference early
Thursday afternoon.

Operation Stolen Dreams
is an initiative of the U.S At-
torney’s Office and several
other entities, including the
U.S. Secret Service, the U.S.
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the U.S. Postal Service,
the FBI and the IRS.

Recently, there has been
an increase in mortgage
fraud across the nation and
South Carolina is no differ-
ent, U.S. Attorney Bill Nettles
said.

This operation lets every-
one know the federal govern-
ment will not put up with it,
he said.

“If you prey on vulnera-

ble homeowners, we will
catch you and introduce you
to justice,” Nettles said.

Although there have been
cases of mortgage fraud all
across the Palmetto State, it
is especially a problem in the
coastal markets — namely
Myrtle Beach, he said.

“The mortgage fraud
problem is statewide, but the
Myrtle Beach area is partic-
ularly vulnerable,” he said.
“It’s not just strapped devel-
opers over their heads in
debt, it’s bankers, loan offi-
cers, appraisers, lawyers and
mortgage brokers. They are
preying on vulnerable in-
vestors in many instances
and the motive is sheer
greed.”

When several agencies
work together, nothing slips
through the cracks, Nettles
said.

“The cooperation and
partnerships between the
agencies that are here today
is key to our success,” U.S.

Secret Service Special Agent
in Charge Mike Williams
said. “The allows us to focus
our resources (and) to un-
cover and prevent criminal
activity.”

Mortgage fraud affects
Americans through the ero-
sion of the integrity of the
U.S. tax system and drives
homeowners into foreclo-
sure, leaving banks saddled
with bad loans and aban-
doned properties, IRS Assis-
tant Special Agent in Charge
Kay Jernigan said.

U.S. Postal Service In-
spector Tom Gasser said his
agency has being fighting
fraud since 1872 when the
mail fraud statute was estab-
lished.

“The consumer’s victim-
ized and stands to lose stag-
gering amounts of money,”
he said. “To the crooks: you
will not use the United States
mail to steal people’s money
and exploit the citizens of
South Carolina

“Every agency here is
watching you. We will bring
you to justice. You will not
turn the American dream of
homeownership into a night-
mare on our watch.”

Nettles said he has ap-
pointed a prosecutor to coor-
dinate activities between the
national and local task
forces.

Another one of his assis-
tants will establish a mort-
gage fraud task force, as well,
he said. Additionally, Nettles’
office is in the process of hir-
ing an attorney who will be
solely dedicated to prosecut-
ing mortgage fraud crimes.

According to the FBI, Op-
eration Stolen Dreams fo-
cused not only on federal
criminal cases, but also on
civil enforcement, recover-
ing money for victims and in-
creasing cooperation with
state and local partners.

Those who suspect
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DARLINGTON — A coro-
ner’s inquest jury ruled the
deaths of two 13-year-old boys
who were pulled from the
Darlington municipal swim-
ming pool May 29 as
accidental.

A coroner’s inquest is a
judicial hearing where evi-
dence and testimony are pre-
sented to a jury that will de-
cide how a person came to
his demise.

About 25 witnesses testi-
fied Thursday night before
the jury of six people.

After the jury reached a
verdict and before it was pub-
lished, Darlington County
Coroner Todd Hardee played
footage of the incident that
was captured by a Darlington
police vehicle dash camera.

Soft sobbing and cries
could be heard in the Dar-
lington County Courthouse
Courtroom as the audience
watched police perform CPR
on one of the boys just being
pulled from the pool.

“Now you know every-
thing that I know,” Hardee
said after the video stopped.

The coroner said immedi-
ately after the tragic incident,
rumors begin to swirl. He
said one woman called his of-
fice and told him she believed
the boys died because some-
one refused to administer
CPR to them because they
were black. He hopes the
footage refutes those rumors.

Justin McKay and his
cousin, Timquan McAllister,
drowned at the pool, also
known as the J.P. Gandy
Aquatics Center, on Gary
Street the first day it was
open this year.

State Law Enforcement
Division agents who testified
told the jury several witness-
es who were in the pool told

them the boys had little or no
swimming ability.

McAllister’s parents told
SLED agents their son, who
had asthma, could swim a lit-
tle, but were unsure if the
boy’s cousin could swim.

Another witness said
she’d seen McKay in the pool
and noticed him struggling
and suggested he go back to
the shallow end of the pool.
The boy told the witness to
mind her business and that
she wasn’t his mother, SLED
Senior Special Agent Valerie
Williams testified.

Darlington Police Chief
Jay Cox and his sons, Jake
and Jordan Cox, were at the
pool the day of the drown-
ings. The younger Coxes
were lifeguarding at the pool
along with Darlington Police
Sgt. Ken “Big House”
Sumner.

Shortly after 3 p.m., Sum-
ner cleared the pool as a safe-
ty precaution because light-
ing was seen. Jordan Cox said
he soon realized someone
was at the bottom of the deep
end, jumped into the pool and

pulled McKay to the surface.
On the way up he noticed
there was a second person.

Sumner pulled the second
boy from the pool. Rescue ef-
forts ensued and the two
were taken to a hospital.

McKay was pronounced
dead about 4:30 p.m. May 29,
Hardee said. McAllister was
declared brain dead June 1.

After getting permission
from McAllister’s mother,
Tabitha Hudson, during the
inquest, Hardee told the jury
four people received her son’s
organs, including a mother of
two, and are alive today.

Watkins said he and City
Administrator Howard Gar-
land decided the city covered
the funeral arrangements for
both boys. After the inquest,
Watkins said he will meet
with Garland this morning to
discuss reopening the pool,
which has been closed since
the incident.

The mayor said, “We
heard the testimony of the
witnesses. It was compelling
. . . It warrants a special
(council) session.”
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Top: Darlington County Coroner
Todd Harder questions Aleca
McKay about her 13-year-old
son, Justin McKay, during a
coroner’s inquest Thursday.
Middle: Jordan and Jake Cox
hug friends after the coroner’s
inquest about the incident at
a Darlington pool where they
were both lifeguards.
Right: Tabitha Hudson listens as
the coroner talks about how
her son’s organs were donated.

‘Operation Stolen Dreams’
targets S.C. mortgage fraud

Council to
buy property

■ Democrats uphold result of S.C. primary; unemployed veteran one step closer to Senate. See page 8A.
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So far,
Senate
cancels
vetoes
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COLUMBIA — Techni-
cal schools, public libraries
and health programs were
saved from Gov. Mark San-
ford’s veto pen Thursday,
as the South Carolina Sen-
ate overturned every veto
it considered.

After a late start, sena-
tors rolled through the 56
vetoes the House over-
turned during a nearly 15-
hour overnight debate.
They got through 29 of
those before adjourning,
and plan to
take up the
rest when
they re-
turn June
29.

P r o -
g r a m s
spared so
far with the necessary two-
thirds vote in both cham-
bers include $4 million to
run the state’s technical
schools. In his veto mes-
sage, Sanford said he want-
ed to force the schools’ ad-
ministrations to consoli-
date. But legislators said
the savings is uncertain,
and the schools are needed
more than ever to re-train
jobless workers and attract
employers.

“This eviscerates the
technical college struc-
ture,” said Senate Educa-
tion Chairman John Cour-
son, R-Columbia.

The Senate can’t
See VETOES, 4A
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■ Residents
speak out on
budget vetoes.
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