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DARLINGTON — Dar-
lington City Council mem-
bers voted 4-2 during a spe-
cial meeting Thursday to
re-open the pool where two
13-year-old boys drowned
in May, but not without
some stricter rules and
regulations.

Darlington City Manag-
er Howard Garland said
the pool is slated to re-open
today following an 8:30 a.m.
meeting with Darlington
Police Chief Jay Cox.

Before the votes were
cast, Cox repeatedly told
council members that the
police department, which
operates the city-owned
pool, is ready for the re-
opening.

Garland told city coun-
cil Thursday that he asked
former Darlington city
manger and current Dar-
lington City Planner Rod-
ney Langley to head up a
committee to study and
make recommendations to
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HARTSVILLE — Today
is Hartsville Fire Chief Bill
Heathman’s last day on the
job.

Heathman announced
his retirement last week.
He said he chose to retire
now because his mother
and stepfather are battling
cancer, and his daughter
has a health issue that
could be long-term.

“I’ve plans to do nothing
but take care of parents
who are ill,” said Heath-
man, who joined the
Hartsville Fire Department
in 1987, a few months before
Hurricane Hugo hit the
area. “I promised myself I
would not put them in a
nursing home and that I

would take care of them as
long as I can.”

He also plans to devote
about 70 hours a month in
door-to-door ministry work
for his faith, the Jehovah’s
Witnesses.

Born in Virginia, Heath-
man grew up in Washing-
ton, D.C., and moved to
South Carolina in 1973.
Heathman said when he
moved to South Carolina,
he was immediately drawn
to the friendliness of the
people. Waving at strangers
was a novelty to Heathman
until he moved south. He
soon got the hang of it and
started waving back.

“I still wave at people,”
Heathman said. “It is just
the attempt to make some-
one’s day brighter. That has
something to say about
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MARION — Spartan Mo-
tors, Inc., have announced
plans to close down its Road
Rescue ambulance opera-
tion in Marion at the end of
the year, possibly leaving
132 employees out of work.

According to a press re-
lease, the company is in dis-
cussions with potential pur-
chasers to facilitate a sale of
the operations or facilities
as part of the exit plan.
Road Rescue generated ap-
proximately $20 million in
revenues in 2009.

Marion County Econom-
ic Development Director

Rodney Berry confirmed
the announcement, adding
he was scheduled to discuss
the matter with company of-
ficials Thursday afternoon.

The closure of the Road
Rescue ambulance opera-
tion is part of a long-term
strategic review initiated at
the beginning of the year of
all parts of the Spartan Mo-
tors company’s business
and potential for sustain-
able growth and profitabili-
ty.

“We are strategically fo-
cused on providing com-
pelling products that gener-
ate sustainable growth and
profitable market share,
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FLORENCE — Construc-
tion crews were hard at work
on the Pineneedles Road
widening project Thursday.

Crews were building up
the road surface, as well as
paving and installing storm
drainage.

As part of the construc-
tion, lanes were down to a sin-
gle lane on both roads.

“The main part of the
work left for us is the base sec-
tions and the paving sections,
restriping the road and shift-
ing the traffic over to the new
bridge to be able to allow the
other bridge to be construct-
ed,” said C.R. Jackson Super-
intendent Phil Hill.

Shifting traffic over to the
new bridge will allow the old
bridge, currently being used,
to be torn down and a new
bridge constructed in its
place.

Hill said the traffic shift

Road work ongoing
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Top: Willis Construction Inc. employee Travis Montgomery helps direct traffic on Southborough
Road as lanes were closed for paving and other road work.
Bottom: Cars slowly travel down Pineneedles Road as one lane is closed due to paving on
Thursday. Motorists can expect more lane closures for at least another month until traffic is
diverted onto the new bridge.See ROAD WORK, 7ASee CHIEF, 5A
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Sale of company
puts jobs at risk

Darlington Pool
to open again

Fire chief retires

OUT ON THE TOWN
Florence After Five to continue
past 8 p.m. with After Party at
Indigo Joe’s EIGHT DAYS A WEEK

RALLYING TO STAY ALIVE
South Carolina wins 3-2 in extra
innings to stay alive. PAGE 1B
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