
BarbaraBrisbonwasnamed
the Woman of the Year during
the Hartsville Branch of the
NAACP’s 16th Woman of the
Year celebration April 25 at
Jerusalem Baptist Church.

At her church, Jerusalem
Baptist, Brisbon is president of
the JBC Club, secretary of the
Missionary Society, member of
the Nurses Aide Club and the
Concert Choir. She also serves
as secretary of Zeta Amicae of
Hartsville.

“I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me,”
Brisbon said.

Brisbon has three boys,
Dwayne, D’Angelo and Jared,
four grandchildren and one
great grandchild.

First runner up, Carol Har-
ris-Campbell, iswifeofClarence
Campbell, and they have four
children, Jarvis, Bryan, Tavon

and Kierra. She is a member of
Kay Branch Missionary Baptist
Church, is employed by
Progress Energy and is the pres-
ident of Hartsville Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority. She enjoys sewing,
making jewelry and riding her
Harley Davidson motorcycle.

Secondrunnerup,Shemikia
Ratliff, 22, daughter of Evelyn
andRonaldRatliff,worksasale-
gal assistant for attorney and
county councilwoman Mozella
“Pennie” Nicholson. The
Hartsvillenativegraduatedwith
adegreeincriminal justicefrom
Florence-Darlington Technical
College this year. She is current-
ly working on her paralegal de-
gree at Penn Foster Career
School.

Ratliff also owns her own
business,EcclesiastesSales, that
sells shoes and clothes. She
serves as president for the Dar-
lington County Young Democ-

rats group that formed in 2008
and is a member of Hartsville
FamilyWorship Center. She has
a daughter, Kayla, 4, who is a
student at Emmanuel Christian
School and dance princess for
Kelley’s School of Performing
Arts.

Third runner up, Joyce Ted-
der, a member of Second Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, has two
children, Jade and Jaden. She is
committed and dedicated to
her church’s youth choir and to
her church. She’s known as a
leader, a hard worker and a de-
pendable helping hand.

Other contestants included
Gedell Days, Carolyn Frierson
and Monique Harrell.

Days, the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Clinton, is a member
of Centenary United Methodist
Church and retired teacher
with 32 years experience. She
has four children, Deon, Dami-
an, Chip and Chouty Days-

Ford, and 15 grandchildren.
She serves as a youth advisor
and is a member of Delta Sigma
Theta.

Frierson, a member of Mt.
Calvary Missionary Baptist
Church, has three sisters, six
brothers, two sons and 10
grandchildren. She is the vice
president of the mass chorus
and assistant teacher in the in-
termediate class at her church.
She enjoys singing and working
in her yard.

As a member of Mt. Calvary
AME Church, Harrell works as
treasurer of the Young Adult
Ministry, sings on the Young
Adult Choir, serves as a mem-
ber of the Usher Board and as-
sists with the Junior Choir and
Praise Dance Ministry. She has
a daughter, Yanika, 8. She en-
joys singing and spending time
with family and friends. She will
continue work on her degree in
criminal justice in the fall.
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Jim Money begins his sec-
ond retirement this week when
he steps down as the Darling-
ton County Tourism director, a
position he has held since Feb-
ruary 2008.

“WhenItookthis jobIdidn’t
plan to have another career,”
said Money, a Sonoco Products
Co. retiree, as he prepared to
leave his office in the Center
Theater building last week.

Moneysaiditwasalwayshis
aimtostayaslongasthejobwas
“freshandnew,”andhethought
he could contribute something
to the job. Money said he want-
ed to leave while people still say

they would miss him, not vice
versa.

“At the first of the year, I de-
cided I had taken this as far as I
could,” Money said. “It is time
for someone else.”

Hesaidthereareseveralrea-
sons he thinks now is the right
time. First of all, the Greater
Hartsville Chamber of Com-
merce will be moving into the
tourism space this summer,
whichisdirectlyacrossfromthe
chamber of office, while reno-
vations begin on the chamber
side to the entrance, offices and
the conference room. The cur-
rent conference room will be
transformed into office space,
oneofwhichwillhousetheDar-
lington County Tourism office.

Money said lack of funding

had handcuffed him on some
projectsduringthisdownecon-
omy.

Also contributing to his de-
cision to retire now is the fact
thathisdaughterisgettingmar-
ried in September. He said he
has lots of things to keep him
busy getting ready for the spe-
cial event.

Money said he wasn’t seek-
ing a job when he was named
tourism director. He was work-
ing on a marketing proposal for
the Darlington County School
System when Audrey Childers
withtheschooldistrict toldhim
about the position being avail-
able and encouraged him to
apply.
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Jim Money’s last day in
the Darlington County
Tourism Director’s
office in the Center
Theater was May 28.

Sun sets on tourism job

From staff reports

Fifty years is a milestone by
any measure. Sunday, one of
South Carolina’s best loved
gospel music choirs will cele-
brate that milestone when the
Sonoco Men’s Club marks its
50th anniversary.

A special celebration for the
occasion will take place at the
Center Theater in downtown
Hartsville at 4 p.m. Sunday to
the group of ambassadors of
goodwill who have used their
musical talent to minister to
the hearts of thousands
throughout the community
and across the state.

Admission is $10 in ad-
vance, $12 at the door, $5 for
ages 6-12 and free for ages 5
and younger.

Carl Days of Hartsville will

serve as master of ceremonies.
Special guest artists for the

anniversary celebration pro-
gram will include IV Christ of
Augusta, Ga., Sisterhood of
Emmanuel Baptist Church in
Hartsville, Slope Valley of
Hartsville and Mt. Pisgah
Praise & Puppets of Marion.

Sonoco Men’s Club officers
for 2010 are Eugene Thomp-
son, president; Derris Evans,
vice president; Charles
Mayshack, secretary; Harry L.
Colclough, assistant secretary;
Malichi Mashack, treasurer;
Raymond Cosom, assistant
treasurer; and Abe Richardson,
chaplain.

As the Sonoco Men’s Club
celebrates its 50th anniversary,
it is the prayer of its members
that God will continue to bless
them by providing opportuni-
ties to serve Him with their

voices and musical talents.
Founded in 1960, the Sono-

co Men’s Club began when sev-
en Sonoco Products Co. em-
ployees felt a sense of calling
from God to share the gospel of
Christ through music.

From the beginning, Sono-
co has remained a loyal and
enthusiastic supporter of the
singing club.

Over the years, others have
joined to lend their talented
voices to the group of singers.

Their performances have tak-
en place all over the state at lo-
cal churches, civic organiza-
tions, local businesses, hospi-
tals, nursing homes and state
of South Carolina facilities. For
more than 40 years, they per-
formed every fifth Sunday at
the Veterans’ Hospital and
Women’s Correctional Facility
in Columbia, representing
Hartsville and the Lord.

In 2001, the Sonoco Men’s
Club was recognized and hon-
ored by the State of South Car-
olina with the S.C. Arts Com-
mission’s Jean Laney Harris
Folk Heritage Award for gospel
and traditional music. The
Jean Laney Harris Folk Her-
itage Award is a one-time, an-
nual award presented by the
General Assembly to practi-
tioners and advocates of tradi-
tional arts significant to com-

munities throughout the state.
Up to four artists and one ad-
vocate may receive awards
each year. The award for tradi-
tional artists recognizes those
who practice art forms that
have been transmitted
through their families and
communities. These artists
have demonstrated a commit-
ment to keeping their tradition
alive and have, in turn, used
their art to benefit those
around them.

The Sonoco Men’s Club has
also helped raise thousands of
dollars to assist local churches
and other worthwhile organi-
zations. Not only do these men
use their talents to entertain
and encourage, they also give
of themselves financially to
have the privilege of being
called a Sonoco Men’s Club
member.

Sonoco Men’s Club gospel choir celebrates 50 years
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The Sonoco Men’s Club will be honored during a
50th anniversary celebration at the Center
Theater in Hartsville Sunday.
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NAACP Woman of the Year contestants, front row from left, are Carol Harris-Campbell, Barbara
Brisbon and Shemikia Ratliff. Back row, from left, are Carolyn Frierson, Gedell J.Days, Monique
Harrell and Joyce Tedder.

NAACP honors Woman of the Year
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From politicking to shop-
ping, Hartsville has a full
agenda Saturday and Sunday
for area residents.

Saturday morning starts
bright and early at 7 a.m. at
113 Spring St. in Darlington
with the Darlington County
Humane Society Rescue
FundYard Sale and Bake Sale.
Proceeds from the event will
go toward medications, vet-
erinary expenses, gasoline
and other items related to the
rescue effort.

Also for early risers, there
will be lots of free giveaways 8
to 10:30 a.m. Saturday from
the Good Samaritans in Bish-
opville.

From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sat-
urday, shoppers can browse
the Good Living Marketplace
at Cargill Way and Burry Park
in downtown Hartsville while
listening to 2009 Hartsville
Idol winner Demetrius Mc-
Donald’s music and the
Hartsville High Red Regime
Band, winner of the Out-
standing Performance Award.
Purchase outdoor plants, lo-
cal produce, fresh flowers, or-
ganic food products, dairy,
crocheted purses, gourds,
fine art, handcrafted jewelry,
handcrafted wooden toys,
bulletin boards, fresh baked
goods, great food, adoptable
pets and much, much more!
For additional information,
call Hartsville Downtown De-
velopment Association at
(843) 332-1600.

Nearby, at Gardner’s Feed
and Seed on Railroad Avenue
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Satur-
day, you can get your dog a
bath and flea dip courtesy of
volunteers from the Darling-
ton County Humane Society
for a donation of $10 per dog.

You can also get your car
washed for $5 at the Second
Street Baptist Church car
wash, yard sale and food sale
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday
at the church. Homemade
chili, hot dogs, barbecue
sandwiches and chicken sal-
ad will be for sale.

McBee High School will
also celebrate its seniors at 10
a.m. Saturday with gradua-
tion ceremonies at the school.

Then, get ready for a tea
party in Burry Park! A host of
more than 15 statewide, local
and county candidates will
speak from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday at the Hartsville Tea
Party’s Old-fashioned Stump
Meet.

Gubernatorial candidate
Nikki Haley will be on hand
from 2 to 3 p.m. Some of the
other confirmed speakers will
be candidates for Darlington
County Council District 4,
AnneWarr and Marty S. Drig-
gers; candidates for Darling-
ton County Council District 8,
Wesley Blackwell and Alan
Hunter; candidate for S.C.
House District 62 Butch
Hodges; candidates for State
Superintendent of Education,
Kelly Payne, Gary Burgess,
Elizabeth Moffly and Mick
Zais; candidate for S.C. Attor-

ney General Robert Bolchoz;
candidate for State Treasurer
Curtis Loftis; candidate for
U.S. House of Representatives
District 5 Mick Mulvaney; and
candidates for U.S. House of
Representatives District 6
Nancy Harrelson and Colleen
Payne.

Everyone is invited and
encouraged to come out to
hear a variety of candidates
talk about the issues and get
informed prior to primary
election day onTuesday. Peo-
ple are encouraged to bring
blankets and lawn chairs.
Info: (843)861-2067 or
www.HartsvilleTeaParty.Info.

The Hartsville Museum
will have the Swamp Fox
Quilters “Remember When”
Exhibit on display from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday and
through the entire summer.
Each year the guild has a chal-
lenge to motivate each quilter
to show their creativity and
knowledge in the art of quilt-
ing while displaying their in-
dividual interpretation of the
theme. Visitors are encour-
aged to vote for their favorite
quilt. On Aug. 27, votes will be
counted, and a People’s
Choice quilt will be chosen.
Admission is free.

From 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday, the Byrdtown Acade-
my Reunion will be held at
the Antioch Recreation Cen-
ter, 2460 Antioch Road. All
former students, faculty, ad-
ministrators, board members
and family of all these are in-
vited to attend. Anyone that
had anything to do with the
school are invited and en-
couraged to attend. This is to
be a family event with the
swimming pool open, and all
are encouraged to bring a
covered dish. If you are not
able to bring food come any-
way, there will be plenty of
food.

In the mood to try some
new eats? Tahiti Blue Restau-
rant, formerly Josie’s Restau-
rant, will hold its grand open-
ing 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday.
Owner Esther Pastor invites
everyone to come and enjoy
some good food, friendly
service and pleasant atmos-
phere.

After a long day, take some
time to honor local legend
Clayton Richardson at the
People to People Apprecia-
tion Ceremony at 6 p.m. Sat-
urday at Centenary United
Methodist Church, 830 S.
Sixth St., Hartsville. Info: Bar-
bara Carraway at (843) 917-
4407; Eunice Johnson at (843)
339-2560; Jannie Harriot at
(843) 332-3589.

If you still are up for a good
time, head to the 2010 Youth
Gospel Explosion from 6 to 9
p.m. Saturday at Pentecostal
Assembly Church, 2525
Clement St., Lydia.

Or if you want to stay in
town, come out to the first
night of Hartsville Idol 2010
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Satur-
day at Burry Park. Bring a
lawn chair and leave the
coolers at home. Listen to 16
contestants sing their hearts
out to move on to the next
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Hartsville has a
full weekend ahead
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