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SLED arrests Dillon councilman
By Patricia Burkett
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DILLON — State Law Enforcement Division agents have
arrested a Dillon’s mayor pro tem on a charge of criminal do-
mestic violence of a high and aggravated nature.

The Rev. Randolph Gurley, 56, of 800 East St., was booked
at the Dillon County Detention Center on Thursday after-
noon, booking officers said. Bond information wasn’t avail-
able.

According to a SLED arrest warrant, Gurley verbally
threatened to cut his wife and harm her with a boot during
an argument on or about June 29, 2010. Dillon police turned
over the the investigation of cases involving Gurley to SLED.

Maggie Gurley told police June 29 her husband put a
hawk-bladed knife to her throat and threatened to burn down
their home with her inside.

The next day, Maggie Gurley filed another report with po-

lice alleging her husband began cursing at her and threat-
ened her. The report also stated Randolph Gurley kicked her
foot as he left their home.

Nearly a week after the reports were filed,
the Gurleys said the alleged assaults never
took place. Instead, they both said, they were
having a heated discussion about the bible,
and Maggie Gurley didn’t report the incidents
until she went to speak with police about an-
other matter.

Randolph Gurley said in an interview
Wednesday he believes his wife did not speak
in complete sentences when she talked with
police and said he feels the reports were fab-
ricated.

“I read it and I told them, I don’t remember saying noth-
ing about no knife being put to my throat,” Maggie Gurley
said during that same interview. “I said if I said it, I don’t re-
member it because I don’t remember saying it.”

The incident reports involving Maggie Gurley were the
second and third in recent weeks to name the councilman as
the suspect in an assault.

In a May 27 police report, a Dillon store owner said he and
Randolph Gurley got into an argument near the Dillon city
manager’s office. The store owner said the councilman
pushed a door onto him, slamming his foot in the door and
knocking items off the wall.

Dillon police did not arrest the councilman in connection
with any of the three incidents.

Dillon Police Chief Joe Rogers said the councilman was-
n’t charged in the cases involving his wife because she didn’t
want to press charges. Rogers also said he could not comment
further on any of the three the cases because they’re being
handled by SLED.

Randolph Gurley has more than 30 years of experience in
the U.S. military and retired as a captain in the U.S. Army. He
has represented District 2 on city council for 25 year. He and
his wife have three children.

Gurley
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FLORENCE — Area juve-
nile offenders paired up with
12th Circuit Solicitor Ed
Clements III on Thursday to
bring much-needed items to
the community, including
school supplies and canned
goods.

As part of Clements’ Ju-
venile Arbitration Program,
juvenile offenders raised
more than $2,400 since Janu-

ary and purchased the goods.
Offenders must document

how they earned the money,
often by mowing neighbor-
hood lawns and completing
other household chores.

Clements donated more
than 700 pounds of canned
goods at the Harvest Hope
Food Bank on Thursday, and
Michael Murphy, director of
the Pee Dee branch, said
every little bit helps.

He said he expects the
food to last on the shelves for
two hours.

“We get a lot of support
throughout the community.
The solicitor’s office has
been fantastic. This isn’t the
first time he’s done this,”
Murphy said.

Earlier Thursday,
Clements dropped off toi-
letries to the Florence Coun-
ty Disabilities and Special
Needs board, and Carla Am-
mons, the family support ad-
ministrator, said there is a
great need for those items.

“We’re really excited the
solicitor’s office has joined

with us and provided some of
these supplies for the people
we serve and support,” Am-
mons said.

The Disabilities and Spe-
cial Needs board serves more
than 1,000 people in Florence
County and Ammons said
the items would help to keep
families together.

“That’s one thing we want
to be able to do for them is
keep families together with
their families, keep the peo-
ple we serve and support
home with their families, be-

cause that’s where they’re
best served,” Ammons said.

Clements said budget cuts
have slowed down the flow of
donations, but that doesn’t
mean there aren’t people in
need. Juvenile offenders in
the program have been mak-
ing such donations to the
community for at least the
past three years.

“We just decided that with
budget cuts we don’t need to
just be remembering these
people at Christmas, but we
need to think about them all

year long,” Clements said.
Clements said he’s proud

of the children who are go-
ing through the project be-
cause they get to add some-
thing to the community in-
stead of taking something
away.

“What these kids have
done is a tremendous service
to the people,” he said.

Clements, a Democrat, is
seeking re-election this year
and will face Republican
Rose Mary Parham in No-
vember.

Juvenile offenders donate supplies
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Above: Twelfth Circuit Solicitor Ed Clements III drops off more than 700 pounds of canned goods to Harvest Hope Food Bank in
Florence on Thursday. Michael Murphy, background, said he expected the food to be off the shelves in two hours.
Top right: Clements dropped off more than 700 pounds of canned food at the Harvest Hope Food Bank on Thursday.
Bottom right: Clements sorts food Thursday at Harvest Hope Food Bank in Florence. Juvenile offenders raised more than $800 to
purchase the food.
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Darlington
County Sgt. Scott
Stacey, left, and
Investigator Todd
Mozingo look at
some of the
stolen
motorcycles
recovered
Thursday from a
residence on
Floyd Road near
Darlington. Six of
the vehicles,
along with
weapons and
drugs, were
seized.

From staff reports

DARLINGTON — Ten
people have been arrested
in connection with what
investigators call a large-
scale chop shop operation
in Darlington County.

The arrests follow the
search of property at 256
Floyd Road, between Dar-
lington and Dovesville, at
about 2 a.m. Thursday,
Darlington County Sher-
iff ’s Capt. Andy Locklair
said.

There, investigators
found six sport motorcy-
cles used for drag racing.
About half of them have
stolen engines. They also
seized weapons and drugs
from the property, Darling-
ton County Sheriff Wayne
Byrd said.

It’s clear to investiga-
tors the motorcycles were
used to race at Darlington

Dragstrip, near Hartsville,
as well as down Floyd
Road, Byrd said.

The names of all 10 ar-
rested in connection with
the case and the charges
against them have not yet
been released. Three
Sumter men — 28-year-old
Corey Haynesworth of 289
Webb Ave., 30-year-old
Lewis Rembert of 160
Teller Circle and 33-year-
old Fred Deon Galloway of
653 Mango Road — were
booked Thursday morn-
ing at the Darlington
County Detention Center
on chop shop charges,
however.

The undercover inves-
tigation with the State Law
Enforcement Division was
prompted by reports of
drag racing on Floyd Road,
Byrd said.

The case also involves
the U.S. Marshals Service,

Locklair said.
A chop shop is defined

by state law as “any build-
ing, lot, or other premises
where one or more per-
sons are or have been
knowingly engaged in al-
tering, destroying, disas-
sembling, dismantling, re-
assembling, or knowingly
storing any motor vehicle,
or motor vehicle part
known to be illegally ob-
tained by theft, fraud or
conspiracy to defraud.”

It’s illegal for a person
to own, operate or conduct
a chop shop; transport a
motor vehicle or motor ve-
hicle part to or from a lo-
cation knowing it to be a
chop shop; or sell, transfer,
purchase, or receive a mo-
tor vehicle or motor vehi-
cle part either to or from a
location knowing it to be a
chop shop, under S.C. Code
of Laws Section 56-29-30.

10 arrested in Darlington County chop shop operation


