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Do you believe in magic?

City bus service coming to Darlington

Provost Academy holds
Florence open house

Provost Academy South
Carolina, the first state-au-
thorized free online public
high school in the Palmetto
State, will have an open
house from 6 to 7:45 p.m.
Thursday at the Drs. Bruce
& Lee Library in Florence.

The school’s community
outreach director Josh
Brickey will be on hand to
meet with parents and stu-
dents. Parents and prospec-
tive students also will have
the opportunity to experi-
ence the virtual classroom,
visit the parent ambassador
booth, win prizes and enroll
for the fall semester.

In Provost Academy
South Carolina, students
work toward their regular
public high school diplo-
maas they would in a tradi-
tional school but through
computer-based education-
al programs.

Parents and students
seeking more information
the program, how to enroll
or when community out-
reach directors will be in
their area should visit
www.sc.provostacademy
.com online or call (877) 265-
3195 toll-free.

McLeod Hospice offers
new grief support group

McLeod Hospice is offer-
ing a new support group for
those coping with the loss
of a loved one.

Anyone in the communi-
ty who is dealing with a
loss, regardless of whether
it’s hospice-related, can par-
ticipate in the support
group.

The purpose of the grief
support group is to provide
ways for dealing with grief;
support for the process of
grief; an environment to
meet other people who are
grieving; and an opportuni-
ty to share and receive emo-
tional support.

The support group
meets the last Wednesday of
each month at noon in the
McLeod Hospice House,
1203 E. Cheves St.

For more information on
the grief support group
meetings, call (843) 777-2007.

Library receives
‘American dream’ grant

The Dillon County Li-
brary is among four South
Carolina public libraries se-
lected by the American Li-
brary Association to receive
$5,000 grants as part of “The
American Dream Starts @
your library” literacy initia-
tive, funded by the Dollar
General Literacy Founda-
tion.

The grant funds will be
used by the libraries to build
innovative literacy services
for adult English language
learners living and working
in their communities. The li-
braries will expand their
print and digital literacy col-
lections, offer classes and con-
versation clubs, develop mo-
bile tech labs and reach out to
immigrant organizations.

Libraries are among the
first American institutions
immigrants turn to for help
in learning how to read, write
and speak English, helping
them adapt to a new culture
and connect with their new
communities, according to a
press release from the S.C.
State Library.

Florence County voting
precinct site changes

Pre-clearance has been re-
ceived from the U.S. Justice De-
partment to relocate the voting
location for precinct 013 Effing-
ham from 6466 S. Irby St.
(American Legion Post 160) to
Lynches River Park Confer-
ence Building, 5090 County
Park Road, in Florence County.

All registered voters in Eff-
ingham Precinct 013 will be af-
fected by this relocation.

— From local reports

By Traci Bridges
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FLORENCE — Florence resi-
dents are invited to join the effort
to clean up the city’s downtown
area.

Magic City Pride, now a branch
of Keep Florence Beautiful, will
sponsor a litter sweep from 9 to 11
a.m. June 26, followed by a cook-
out for volunteers from 11 a.m to
noon.

Volunteers are asked to meet at
the former site of the McLeod In-
firmary, behind Harrington Vi-

sion Center on Cheves Street.
Gloves and trash bags will be pro-
vided.

“We’ll divide people up into
teams for litter patrol,” Magic
City Pride founder Victor Webster
said.

“The plan is to put people to-
gether who might not know each
other or typically hang out to-
gether,” he said. “It gives volun-
teers a chance to build relation-
ships with people they might not
normally come in contact with.”

Volunteers will clean up a four-
block radius, including Evans and
Dargan streets and most of the
commercial district.

After the cleanup, volunteers
will regroup and enjoy a lunch
cookout.

Webster started Magic City

Pride about four months ago to
bring people back into the down-
town area.

“I went downtown and visited
with the merchants to see what we
could do to draw people down-
town,” he said. “We need to sup-
port our existing merchants as
much as possible. We need to help
them grow and thrive, which will
bring others downtown.”

Webster said he hopes to re-
cruit Magic City Pride volunteers
to help downtown merchants with
minor repairs and beautification.

“When money is short and
these merchants don’t have the
funds to do minor repairs, like
roof patching or painting —
things that don’t require a profes-
sional contractor — I want to have
volunteers help out and get these

things done,” he said.
Corporate sponsors are still

needed for the June 26 cleanup.
Any business or organization that
is interested in contributing can
contact Webster via e-mail at
victor@magiccitypride.com. The
deadline for sponsorship is
Wednesday. All sponsors will be
included on the event T-shirts and
other promotional materials.

“So far, the response has been
absolutely awesome,” he said.
“People are eager to get involved,
and we’re building off the mo-
mentum of downtown events like
Florence After Five and the Bone-
E-Fit — things that are already
happening and drawing people
downtown. The effort is moving,
and the spirit of downtown is be-
ginning to evolve.”

Scabies
infects
Florence
hospital

By Jamie Rogers
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FLORENCE — The
McLeod Regional Medical
Center’s Intensive Care Unit
was temporary closed to vis-
itors this week because of
Norwegian scabies, a rare
but highly infectious form of
the more common condition.

The S.C. Department of
Health and Environmental
Control issued a Norwegian
scabies health advisory Mon-
day after an outbreak of the
disease was detected in
South Carolina.

A McLeod ICU patient
was suspected of having the
skin disease and later tested
positive for the condition,
said Dr. Richard Ervin of the
McLeod Infection Prevention
Department.

“Scabies is a common
skin condition requiring
treatment with only a topical
prescription cream,” Ervin
said in a press release. “How-
ever, Norwegian scabies is
rare, more likely to be spread
by close physical contact. It
usually only occurs in some-
one with a compromised im-
mune system.”

Scabies is caused by the
human itch mite, according
to DHEC data.

The small mite burrows
into the upper layer of the
skin where it lives and lays
eggs.

Norwegian scabies, also
known as crusted scabies, is
also common in elderly peo-
ple and is characterized by a
large number of mites and
widespread, crusted hyper-
keratotic lesions.

Family members were no-
tified about McLeod’s ICU
being closed to visitors in a
letter dated June 6. That vis-
itation advisory expired at 4
p.m. Monday.

Any staff, patients or visi-
tors who may have been ex-
posed are undergoing pre-
ventive treatment and the
hospital is following guide-
lines from DHEC and the
Centers for Disease Control,
Ervin said.

When a person is infected
with scabies for the first
time, symptoms usually ap-
pear in four to six weeks, but

By Jim Faile
v¬² & K���|ª¤¤²% �²��²�®²�
¨°Kª¤²Æ°¤��²�G²�²{�"G�£

DARLINGTON — Darlington
will soon have inner-city bus serv-
ice, officials with the city and Pee
Dee Regional Transportation Au-
thority (PDRTA) told a group of
Darlington residents.

The city of Darlington and
PDRTA are working together on
bringing to develop a bus route in
the city.

Don Strickland, transportation
manager with PDRTA, said PDRTA
has been considering bringing bus
service to the city for several years.

The need and the public demand
for it are evident, he said.

People who attended a meeting
about the matter Thursday were
asked to fill out written surveys
about what they would like to see
in a public bus service. Questions
covered not only possible routes
but cost, accessibility, frequency of
use and destinations.

Details, including routes, fares
and schedules still must be worked
out and information gathered at
Thursday’s meeting will be used in
that process, Strickland said.

“Public transportation can be
valuable to us,” said Clarence Jack-
son, a member of a committee

working to bring public bus service
to the city.

Jackson said he grew up in a
northern city where public bus
service was a way of life. “It en-
abled us to get to work, to doctor’s
appointments, to school,” he said.

“I’m really excited about this,”
said Darlington City Council-
woman Dyan Cohen, also a mem-
ber of the committee. “We’re get-
ting a very positive response from
the community about having a bus,
and we’re feeling really good about
it.”

Cohen said she relied heavily on

Library event kicks off
summer reading program

Above: Two-year-old
Brady Rhodes smiles as
he is handed a balloon

sculpture done by Dewey
D. Fox, the library

mascot, during the
Kickoff to Summer

Reading event at the
Timmonsville Baker

Memorial Library on
Tuesday at the recently
built library. The event
featured face painting,

balloon sculptures,
storytime and several

other activities. Monday,
June 14, is the official

start of the free summer
reading program and

ensures kids will keep up
with reading in the

summer months.
Right:Storyteller Jessica

Willis entertains the kids
by narrating a story dur-

ing the Kickoff to
Summer Reading

program.
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READ ONLINE
For more information about
Norwegian scabies,
www.cdc.gov/scabies/
index.html.
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