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SA WELCOMES SOUTHERN WITH BBQ

Collegedale commission votes to allow sale of alcohol

A barbecue atmosphere and 
picnic-style games greeted 
new and returning students at 
this year’s Student Association 
Welcome BBQ.

Throughout Iles P.E. Center, 
students participated in games 
like relay races, volleyball and 
tug of war. Other competitive 
team games included a food 
eating contest, dodge ball, the 
limbo and a sippy-cup drink-
ing competition. A basket-
ball court and table games of 
chess and dominoes also 
entertained students.

Jason Ortega, SA social vice 
president, said he didn’t want 
this year’s event to be purely 
entertainment.

“I wanted people to just chill 
and have a good time, but also 
feel like they could get involved 
if they chose to,” Ortega said.  
“I wanted the party to capture 
as many people’s personalities 
as possible. If students want-
ed to have a good time, they 
could have it.”

Students enjoyed the party’s 

laid-back spirit.
Katie Roddy, a freshman bi-

ology major, said she liked the 
dodge ball game best.

“It was scary, but fun in 
that little room,” Roddy said.  
“The whole event is a good 
way to mingle.”

Sara Hernandez, a junior 

nursing major, liked watching 
the competitions.

“I think they were pretty 
cool,” Hernandez said. “I see 
the games as a good pattern 
from year to year.”

Some students wished the 
line for barbecue-inspired food 
and drinks, hot dogs, chips 

and lemonade was shorter.
“The line was really long, so 

I didn’t eat,” said Josh Walker, 
a junior architectural drafting 
and construction management 
major, “but the party had a 
happy vibe.”

Near the end of the party 
an unexpected fi re alarm 
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Collegedale city commis-
sioners broke from the city’s 
traditional Seventh-day Ad-
ventist roots on Tuesday when 
they voted to allow the sale of 
alcohol within city limits.

The proposal faced oppo-
sition from many residents, 
including some in Southern’s 
administration. 

President Gordon Bietz 
blogged that the commission-
ers were “committed to focus-
ing on what they believe is an 
economic development issue 
as compared to the problems 

that are associated with al-
cohol consumption.” He also 
wrote, he wanted Collegedale 
to set an example to the com-
munity on alcohol issues.

Supporters of the sale 
of alcohol think the new 
law will stimulate Colleg-
edale’s economy by bringing 
restaurant chains that sell al-
cohol to the area.

Some students think the 
new law will not change much 
for Southern.

“It’s not like the alcohol isn’t 
available elsewhere in stores 
such as the ABC off Lee Hwy 
or the Wal-Mart,” said Cait-

lyn Mayers, a junior graphic 
design major. “As far as SAU 
is concerned, beer in restau-
rants won’t make a bit of dif-
ference.”

Campus Safety Director 
Kevin Penrod also thinks the 
law will not change much at 
Southern.

“If they decide to drink 
they’re going to go wherever 
to get it,” Penrod said. “Hope-
fully students will know better 
than to frequent a liquor store 
in their backyard.”

Collegedale police offi cers 
agree.

“There’s already drinking in 

the university,” said Colleg-
edale Police Sgt. Darrell Han-
nah. “People that choose to 
drink have already made that 
choice, especially when they 
get to be the age of university 
students.” 

Penrod’s main concern 
is that the law will increase 
drunken driving in non-stu-
dent drivers traveling through 
campus. In response, Penrod 
is training his offi cers to detect 
erratic driving so they can re-
port it to police.

The East Tennessee Sym-
phony Orchestra (ETSO) will 
perform their fourth annual 
fall concert, Romance on the 
Greenway, on Sept. 13 at 7 p.m. 
on the Collegedale Greenway 
at Veterans Memorial Park.

This year’s fall concert will 
be directed by guest conduc-
tor, Orlo Gilbert, who retired 
in 2000. Gilbert founded the 
Southern Adventist Univer-
sity Symphony Orchestra dur-
ing the 33 years he worked at 
Southern.  He also founded 
Spalding Strings in the 1960s.

With Romance on the Green-
way, Gilbert hopes to bring an 
exciting, romantic sense of 
beauty to the audience. 

“I am trying to recreate the 
beauty that has been set on 
these funny little pieces of pa-
per. Music is extremely tem-
porary. Once the song is done 
it is just a memory, so we strive 
for the best.”

This will be the ETSO’s most 
technically diffi cult concert. 
The concert is geared to a 
multi-generational crowd and 
will be family friendly, said 
Richard Hickam, ETSO lead 
conductor.

Hickam founded the ETSO 
in 2006. Hickam, who gradu-
ated from Southern, is also 
the orchestra director at Col-
legedale Academy, where he 
has taught since 2000. The 
ETSO is a non-profi t organi-
zation, composed of 60 musi-
cians from college students to 

Romance in

SEE RELIGION PAGE 6 SEE SPORTS PAGE 9

  View video of the meeting 
at accent.southern.edu

Photo by Tanya Musgrave
Bryan Nyamwange watches as Kenrie Rimoni, Kenny Blaser and Nathan DeWild compete at food eating.
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