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A gunman ambushed
firefighters at a fire, killing
two and injuring two before
killing self in New York. A8
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Gunman kills
firefighters on call
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PARTLY CLOUDY

Leaders of congregations
in the area are sharing their
Christmasmessage today, and
encouraging their parishion-
ers to live it all 365 days of the
year.

Shawn Hennessy, lead pas-
tor at Life Church, an evan-
gelical congregation at 1880
Southbridge Road in De Pere,
wants parishioners to extend
the Christmas spirit beyond
Dec. 25.

“Everyone’s demeanor
changes (at Christmas),” he
said. “Everyone lightens up,
and loves each other more,
does things for each other
more. If we could carry that
spirit throughout the year, I’m
sure there’dbea lot lesshate.”

Christmas Mass is a key
celebration of the church
year, but the Rev. John Berg-
stadt, leader of St. John the
Baptist Church at 2597 Glen-
dale Road in Howard, agrees
it’s important to carry the
message throughout the year.

ChristmasMass should not
hold more significance than
other services throughout the
year, he said.

“It’s permission to say, ‘It’s
OK, we care about each other,
not only in one big celebra-
tion,’” he said. “This is theway
every day should be. Christ-
mas Mass shouldn’t be any

more special than any other
Mass, in that respect.”

Kirk Leach, the minister at
Bethel Baptist Church, 1601
Libal St. inGreenBay, plans to
focus today on “the gift of
eternal life.”

“The gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our
Lord,” Leach said. “Each per-
son can know they have eter-
nal life by trusting our per-
sonal savior.”

The point is, Leach says, to
focus on Jesus for reassur-
ance, no matter what the cir-
cumstances, and especially
over the holiday.

“Eternal life is knowing
God, and having contentment
in him,” he said. “That’s what
helps us get through difficult
times, an eternal focus, rather
than a temporary one.”

Hennessy, Bergstadt and
Leach said they do not plan to

Leaders call for
Christmas spirit
all year round
Christians celebrate holy day today

ByMaria Amante
Press-Gazette Media

“If we could carry
that (Christmas)
spirit throughout
the year, I’m sure
there’d be a lot less
hate.”
SHAWN HENNESSY
Lead pastor at Life Church

» See SPIRIT, A4

DE PERE — Four years ago,
Rita Devroy learned she’d
need amajor back surgery.

Rather than dwell on her
own troubles, the 66-year-old
DePerewomanthoughtabout
helping others.

For years, Devroy had
madedessertsforalmost200peopleservedon
the thirdMonday of eachmonth as part of the
New Community Shelter meal program. And
nothing, not even her declining health, would
stand in herway.

She expected it would take about four
months to recover from the surgery. So over
the three weeks leading up to it, Devroy
worked around the clock tomake enough des-
serts to feed the program’s guests once a
month for sixmonths.

With some help from her hus-
band, Alan, the effort included
more than 70 bananas and 10 bags
each of flour and sugar, but the re-
sults were even more astounding.
They created loads of banana
bread, nutty bars, her signature
sugar cookies and more. It took
threefull freezers tostore thegood-
ies.

Why do it?
“Because they were hungry,” amisty-eyed

Devroy said of the area’s homeless recently
while sitting inher living room. “If someone is
lookingforarewardingwaytogiveback,feed-
ing the homeless would be ideal.”

Devroy is one of seven community volun-
teers recognized in this year’s Press-Gazette
MediaSevenDaysofGivingcampaigntohigh-
light people who donate their time and talents

By Charles Davis
Press-Gazette Media

Rita Devroy’s commitment to New Community Shelter’s meal program stands out among the efforts of
community volunteers, recognized in this year’s Seven Days of Giving. LUKAS KEAPPROTH/PRESS-GAZETTE MEDIA

PUTTING OTHERS FIRST

WOMAN SOLDIERS
ON FOR HOMELESS
De Pere resident serves desserts once a month for shelter

» See GIVING, A4


