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MADISON—Gov. ScottWalker
planstolayouta“significant”tax
cutplanthatwillreduceproperty
taxes and boost worker pay-
checks. The details will be un-
veiled in his annual State of the
Stateaddressnextweek.

WalkerspokeswomanJocelyn

WebstersaidWednesdaythat the
tax cuts are possible because
state tax collections are “signifi-
cantly higher than anticipated”
— as much as hundreds of mil-
lionsofdollarsmore.

The cuts would be the third
timeinayearthatWalkerhaspro-
posed a tax cut. The 2013-15 bud-
get included a $650 million in-
cometaxcut,andlastfalltheLeg-
islature reduced property taxes

statewide by $100
millionthroughthe
schoolaidformula.

The news
comes as Walker’s
administration has
been reviewing
broader tax re-
forms, including
possibly eliminat-

ing income taxes and raising the
salestax.Walker,whoisupforre-
election this fall,wasunavailable
for comment Wednesday after-
noonbecausehewas traveling.

Updatedtaxcollectionfigures
willbereleasedanyday,butWeb-
ster said the administration al-

ready knows revenue is signifi-
cantlyaboveestimates.

“It is really great news,”Web-
ster said. “It’s something that
we’reexcitedabout.”

Walker, who is still finalizing
the tax cut plan, wants to return
themoney to state taxpayers be-
cause they are the oneswho gen-
erated it, shesaid.

Madison School Board mem-
berMaryBurke, the onlyDemo-
crat so far running for governor,
said shewould need to see actual
revenue numbers and Walker’s
specific proposal before com-
menting indetail.

“I can tell you that every-

whereIgopeople’stopconcernis
jobs and the economy,” she said.
“Tax cuts geared toward those at
the topdon’t create jobs.”

Rep. CoryMason,D-Racine, a
memberoftheLegislature’sbud-
get committee, said the surplus
should be used to fund technical
colleges tohelp trainworkersfor
jobvacanciesacross thestate.

Walker cut state funding to
technical colleges by $36.3 mil-
lion a year, or 25 percent, in his
2011-13 budget, bumping it back
up2.3percent in thecurrentbud-
get.

Walker to propose ‘significant’ tax cuts
Governor to go into specifics of plan
during State of the State address

ByMatthew DeFour
andMary Spicuzza
Wisconsin State Journal
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S
TEVENS POINT —

Most students in Kris
Kunkel’s second-grade
class at Bannach Ele-
mentary School have no

clue who Joe Pavelski is.
Inventor of the pierogi? That Soli-

darity guy from the 1980s? The
sideline reporter from ESPN?

No, no and no. And Kunkel said he
thinks it’s about time that everyone
knows that an international star has his roots
right here in Stevens Point.
Kunkel wants children and adults alike to cele-

brate and have pride in Pavelski, a Plover native who
has gone from starring for the Stevens Point Area Sen-

iorHighhockey team toplaying for the San Jose Sharks in
theNational Hockey League. Pavelski’s next stop: theWinter

Olympic Games in Sochi, Russia, which begin in February — the
second time he has earned a spot on the U.S. Men’s National Team.

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
»Won a state hockey champi-
onship with Stevens Point Area
Senior High in 2002.
»Won a Clark Cup championship
in 2004 with the Waterloo Black-
hawks of the United States Hock-
ey League, and was named the
Dave Tyler Junior Player of the
Year, annually given to the top
American-born player in junior
hockey.

» Played two years at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison, help-
ing the Badgers win the 2006
NCAA Division I Men’s Ice Hockey
Championship.
» Drafted by the San Jose Sharks
with the 205th overall selection in
the seventh round of the 2003
National Hockey League Draft.
Since joining the Sharks in 2006,
Pavelski has played in 526 games,

racking up 171 goals and 208
assists.
» Pavelski signed a five-year,
$30 million extension with the
San Jose Sharks in July 2013.
» Competed as a member of Team
USA in the 2009 World Champi-
onships, where the team finished
fourth, and the 2010 Olympic
Winter Games, where the team
earned a silver medal.
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OLYMPIAN JOE PAVELSKI

HOMETOWN
OLYMPIAN

By Nathan Vine
Stevens Point Journal Media

nvine@gannett.com

ALL
ABOUT JOE
Born:
July 11, 1984
(29 years old)
Birthplace:
Plover
Height: 5’11’’
Weight: 190
Shoots:
Right
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San Jose
Sharks center
Joe Pavelski
celebrates
after scoring a
goal against
the Vancouver
Canucks on
Jan. 27, 2013,
during a game
in San Jose,
Calif. AP FILE
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