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STAGE DRAMA: River-
side Players’ Theatre in
the Park presents “Steel
Magnolias” at Riverside
Park, 500 E. Wisconsin
Ave., Neenah. 7 p.m.

PARK PARTY:
Juneteenth Celebration
multicultural event
at City Park, Appleton.
Food, live music, enter-
tainment. Free. 1p.m.

OUTDOORMUSIC:
Sunday at the Amphi-
theater, Kimberly Am-
phitheater, Kimberly.
Weekly family concert
series. Free. 6:30 p.m.
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GREEN BAY — Dave
Fraser was so fed up see-
ing the rampant use of
hard drugs by his friends
and acquaintances in She-
boygan that he packed up
his things, including a
flower shop business, and
moved to Michigan’s Up-
per Peninsula.

Last week, he said, one
of his buddies died of a
heroin overdose in Meno-
minee, Mich.

“It’s just as bad here,
heroin, people crushing
pills and snorting or in-
jecting,” Fraser said. “I
guess I don’t knowwhat to
do. This last week, I’ve
been reaching out to any-
body who’ll listen.”

Fraser thinks special
legislation is needed to
combat the heroin prob-
lem, which the Gannett
Wisconsin Media Investi-
gative Team examined in
a special report last Sun-
day andMonday.

Responding to the sto-
ries, a handful of Wiscon-
sin lawmakers agreed
that some legislation
probably is needed to ad-
dress the issue. But they
want to move cautiously.

“It’s tough to say there
needs to be a government
solutiontoeveryproblem,
and it’s certainly already
illegal,” said Rep. Andre
Jacque, R-De Pere. Still,
“I think there’s a pretty
broad desire to address
the problem.We’re trying

Solution
sought
to halt
heroin
Lawmakers
tread cautiously
toward plan for
reducing users

By Paul Srubas
Gannett Wisconsin Media

ON THEWEB
Last Sunday and Monday,
the Gannett Wisconsin
Media Investigative Team
detailed the growth of
heroin use, the reasons
behind it and what can be
done about it. Find the
“Deadly doses” stories,
videos and interactive
graphic of a county-level
breakdown of heroin cases
at postcrescent.com/
ITeam.

See HEROIN, Page A4

M
enasha resident
Penny Schoenke was
deeply in love with
Adam, her husband
of 17 years, when he

died in her arms after a two-year
battle with cancer. Adam’s death
in 2009 left her and their two
young sons devastated; she
thought she’d never find love
again.

Then a successful, single
businessman entered her life.
Two years after Schoenke lost
her husband, she thought God
had given her the gift of a
new beginning.
“I was so heartbroken when

Adam died,” Schoenke said.
“And in walked this man,
this amazingman, who not
only understood the pain I
was going through, but he
wanted to give me the
world. You see, that’s how
he is. He literally charms
the pants off you.”

BY SHEREEN SKOLA | GANNETT WISCONSIN MEDIA

ABOUT THIS REPORT
Gannett Wisconsin Media reporter
Shereen Skola began investigating
the background of Tim Swinea after
he was implicated in the sudden
closure of a day care center in the
Wausau area in December. She uncov-
ered a history of elaborate deceptions
and multiple reported victims. In this
three-day series, Skola documents the
accusations against Swinea and the
shattered lives he’s left behind.

TODAY: Penny
Schoenke of
Menasha tells
the story of
how a relation-
ship with a
man she met
online started
as a dream
come true but
evolved into a
nightmare.

MONDAY:
Schoenke’s life takes
a harrowing turn as
Swinea convinces
her that she and her
children are in dan-
ger and persuades
them to flee with
him to Texas and
Oklahoma to seek
the protection of
federal agents.

TUESDAY:
Swinea’s
criminal
history in
Wisconsin
starts 16
years ago
in Wausau
and is far
from over.

ONLINE EXCLU-
SIVES: Visit this
report at POST
CRESCENT.COM/
TANGLEDWEB to read
court complaints, police
reports, bank letters and
other documents to
further learn the tale of
one man’s tangled web,
and to view a video
report on this series.

Chance thunderstorms
High: 87 Low: 72

TODAY’S
WEATHER

Complete weather report
and forecast on B9

See TANGLEDWEB, Page A6

» INTERNET: Websites
charge to remove arrest
mug shots: Some charge
fees exceeding $1,000 to
“unpublish” record. / B4

» COURT DEBTS: States
work with agencies to
collect long-overdue debts:
Tough economy and budget
cuts prompt moves. / B4
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