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Power to 
the PeoPle

IllumInatIng Young mInds
Solar panels light up the Pravartak Ashram at 
Fraserganj, a part of Bakkhali town in West 
Bengal’s Sundarbans. Although no one has 
measured academic achievement among the 
150 boarders following the installation of the 
system, Superintendent Tarapada Khatwa  
says he has seen a marked improvement 
among his wards, all of whom hail from 
‘below poverty line’ families.

Cheaper and BrIghter 
Kerosene fumes no longer pervade Hurji 
Ranga’s house in Kanchla village, Rajasthan. 
And Ranga’s daughter-in-law has a brighter 
kitchen. The LED lamps draw their power 
from panels made of thin film, and are more 
efficient than the CFL bulbs used today. A 
lamp of 33 LED clusters is equivalent in lu-
minosity to a 10 W incandescent bulb, but 
consumes only 1.85 W of power. 

Food For thought
Shyama and Shehnaz cook meals for the 
staff and students of the Barefoot College 
in Tilonia, Rajasthan. The duo are so adept 
at using sun concentrators to cook that they 
are often found explaining its intricacies 
to foreign guests. A device operated by a  
cycle pedal tracks each dish towards the sun 
through the day, harnessing its power to cook 
food with the same efficiency as LPG.

glow worm Farm 
Silkworms thrive in the dark and need to be 
fed thrice a day. Silk farmers in Devanahalli, 
near Bangalore, used to earlier enter the dark 
enclosures with kerosene lamps. An accident 
meant entire beds of worms could go up in 
flames. Today, they use solar lighting, and 
no longer have such worries. SELCO Solar, 
a social enterprise, has worked  with a coop-
erative bank to bring about the change.

From schools to backyard ventures to households,  
solar power is empowering rural India
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solar power photo essay
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