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Our rivalry with Duke hasn’t 
been  competitive--the Devils have 

dominated us from the start

Fear the Terp 
Blue Devil!!!

while downtown burned, Duke 
simply went home, regrouped 
and went on to win its 18th ACC      
Championship and fourth national 
title. That same year, the Terps 
were bumped from the ACC Tourna-
ment without winning a game and 
then the NCAA Tournament in the 
second round.  So, why is it that, 
even in early-season games against 
teams like Florida International, the 
sparse student section at Comcast 
Center can be heard interjecting 
“Zombie Nation” with chants of    
“F--- Duke?” How has it reached a 
point where entrepreneurial stu-
dents who go through the dorms 
selling T-shirts with the obscenity 
plastered on the front for 20 bucks 
a pop know they’ll inevitably run 
and sell out?

It’s certainly not due to any rivalry. 
Abject hatred, maybe, but not any 
rivalry. Chalk it up to the fact Duke 
is everything the Terps wished 
they were. The Blue Devils are a 
perennial powerhouse. The Terps,           
especially of late, aren’t... do you 
know how many times the Blue 
Devils have missed the NCAA 
Tournament since 1984? Once. In 
that stretch, they’ve earned 12 No. 
1 seeds, 11 trips to the Final Four 
and all four of their national cham-
pionships. In the same time frame, 
the Terps have been left date-
less at the Big Dance 10 times. Six 
times, including last season, they 
didn’t compete in the postseason 
at all. Outside of that memorable 
run from 2000-02, when the Terps 
reached consecutive Final Fours and 
won their only NCAA  

title, they really haven’t done 
much of note on the national 
scale and rankings.

When it is all said and done, 
these Terps are just another 
team for Duke to roll past 
every season, no different than 
the Miamis and Boston Colleges 
that cower below the Devils and 
North Carolina in the ACC each 
season. If first-year coach Mark 
Turgeon is able to turn things 
around in College Park — “We’ll 
win plenty of big games,” the 
coach said yesterday — then 
maybe we can talk about a 
rivalry between the two 
very different teams. 

It’s that time of year again. The 
time of the year that gives           

university officials and police ulcers. 
The time of the year that students 
circle on their calendar when the 
Terrapins men’s basketball team   
releases its schedule. The time of 
the year when the athletics depart-
ment digs up money it doesn’t have 
for free gold T-shirts. The time of 
the year when Duke comes to town.

But, let’s take a step back from all 
the hoopla that will no doubt en-
velop College Park and really think 
about what actually  constitutes a 
rivalry. It’s generally between two 
programs that develop a healthy 
dislike for each other after years of 
back-and-forth results.  Having said 
that, when was the last time we 
saw that between Duke and 

Maryland? The so-called                     
rivalry that has this university’s                          
students foaming at the mouth has 
become pretty much one-sided, 
and not much of one at all. In the 
past 20 years, the Terps are 14-34 
against the Blue Devils, who will 
arrive at Comcast Center within 
the next week ranked No. 8 in the            
country. During that stretch, Duke 
has beaten the Terps in six or more 
consecutive games three separate 
times. The Terps have never won 
more than three straight.

In the past 10 meetings, the Blue 
Devils have won nine. The one Terps 
win — a Comcast Center classic 
that earned the Terps a share of the 
ACC regular season crown in 2010—     
resulted in a nationally televised riot 
in downtown College Park. But,  
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