
Light Up the Holidays

H O M E S T Y L E

Candlelight creates the perfect ambiance for 
the holidays with evocative lighting and can 
include soothing holiday scents. Lit candles 

are more than just decorative objects; they work to 
create a celebratory mood.

A chandelier fitted with candles makes a great 
festive lighting source for holiday dinners. For a 
sensible option, try a chandelier that has a flat base 
to catch wax, or an electric one. Another idea is 
to group thick candles, all the same color, on the 
mantle. This can make for a simple, yet stunning 
decoration. 

Add drama to the steps in or outside your 
home with strategically placed candles. For extra 
protection, add small hurricanes or lanterns. Can-
dles should never be left unattended, in a draft, 
or within reach of a child or pet. Place only on 
flat, heat-resistant surfaces, and keep away from all 
flammable objects. Don’t allow candles to burn all 
the way down. Another option from the traditional 
candle is to use flameless candles. This option may 
be a little more expensive, but create the perfect 
flicker and glow and are safe anywhere in the home.

There are so many different kinds of candles 
to choose from but not all are made the same way. 
In the past, candles were made from animal bi-
products, such as tallow, beeswax, and whale oil. 
Today, paraffin wax is the most common, although 
many stores have started offering soy candles be-
cause they burn cleaner and last longer. 

To keep candles from sticking to holders try 
putting a little drop of water in the holder. It keeps 

melted wax from adhering to the surface and makes 
it very easy to pop candles off. There are wax-be-
gone solutions you can buy too. If you have an es-
pecially messy candle you can place glass holders 
in the microwave to get excess wax out. Be careful 
though, the holder will be very hot when you take 
it out of the microwave. Another solution is to put 
the holder in a pot of boiling water and heat wax 
off the metal holders that way.

Another great way to decorate and keep your 
cleanup short and sweet is by using tea candles. 
These small candles usually come in small metal 
or plastic cups so they come out of holders easier. 
You can buy them in bulk at most candle stores, 
or even at the grocery store. Make them more fes-
tive by making your own holders. Try gluing candy 
canes or other holiday goodies, such as a sprig of 
evergreen or some holly berries and artificial snow 
around clean tin cans. You can even get the kids 
involved in your candleholder project and make it 
a new holiday tradition.

There are also many great ways to use candles 
in creating a holiday centerpiece. Stack candles 
in or next to a glass bowl filled with Christmas 
ball ornaments. Or spread cranberries on a silver 
serving tray, then place an arrangement of white 
votive candles amongst berries. You can even use 
floating candles and surround a glass bowl of them 
with a Christmas wreath. Whatever you decide 
to do, have fun and be safe while illuminating  
your holidays.  

Bring some 
light into the 
holiday season 
by purchasing 
or creating your 
own decorative 
candles.
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