
million worth of school supplies to under-
privileged children with locations in Orange, 
Osceola and Seminole counties. “It is A Gift 
For Teaching’s vision to ensure that every 
child has the basic learning tools and experi-
ences they deserve to succeed in school and 
life,” Ferguson says. 

A Bright New Star
Supplies To Assist Our Students or 

(STARS) based in Ocoee, grew out of 
this very need to help children in Central 
Florida who could not a� ord back-to-
school supplies. In 2009, because of gen-
erous donations from the Central Florida 
community, 14,152 students were o� ered 
supplies through the organization. STARS 
assembles three versions of a supply pack, 
based on the school grade level, and dis-
tributes them at their “Meet Your Teacher” 
events the week prior to the � rst day of 
school so each child who needs a backpack, 
or supplies, or both, will have them before 
school starts. 

“� ere are children who attend Or-
ange County public 
schools who will not 
have the basic school 
supplies on the � rst day 
of school,” says Chesta 
Hembrooke, president 
of STARS. “With our 
program, students can 
come to school—on 
the very � rst day—
with the basics to be-
gin learning.”

Backpacks
 for the World

It’s not only 
a need here in the 
United States, but 

one that a� ects children 
globally. In many countries 
it is a necessity that chil-
dren walk into school on 
the � rst day with the proper 
supplies. � is small thing 
can determine whether 
they even get the most basic 
education. Many times if a 
child appears at the school’s 
doorstep without basic edu-
cational supplies, he or she 
is turned away, according to 
Orlando-area based organiza-
tion Give a Kid a Backpack 

(GKB). Education has a direct impact on 
how children make choices about things such 

as drugs and other risky behavior. Something 
as small as learning how to read and write can 
a� ect how that young person grows up and 
goes on to support his or her family, accord-
ing to the Education For All (EFA) Global 
Monitoring Report.

“Since our inception, over 39,000 chil-
dren have received a backpack � lled with 
school supplies from Give a Kid a Back-
pack. � ese backpacks are a symbol of hope 
and encouragement to continue going to 
school. Education is a proven intervention 
for improving the lives of all people, in-
cluding children,” says Rosanna Kingston, 
president of GKB. 

GKB has helped children from Colum-
bia, Ecuador, Morocco and beyond, but the 
giving doesn’t stop there. � ey also help chil-
dren within the Central Florida community. 
On Earth Day of this year they launched their 
Clean Out for the Kids Campaign, which 
empowers schools and businesses to recycle 
their gently used school supplies. � ese sup-
plies would’ve been thrown away, but instead 
were used to prepare 1,200 school kits. More 
than 8,000 children in need were helped 
this year throughout Central Florida and the 
Southern states. “Even though these families 
literally have nothing, they are all able to give 
us something that is so hard to � nd anywhere 
else; a genuine and a truly grateful heart,” 
GKB volunteer, Lauren Arzidone says.

Back to School Bash
One of the most successful events in 

downtown Orlando is back and better 
than ever.  Last year more than 30,000 peo-
ple showed up to the Amway Arena in Au-
gust to not only get much-needed school 
supplies but to receive free immunizations, 
school physicals, eye exams and even hair-
cuts. “Uninsured and underinsured chil-
dren are the most vulnerable group of peo-
ple,” says Michael Radka founder of Back 
to School Bash. 

For � ve years the bash has provided 
services and supplies to those who would 
not normally be able to a� ord them. “� ese 
families just need a hand-up in this econo-
my,” Radka says. “� e Back to School Bash 
is an activity of giving that helps kids start 
o�  the school year on the right foot. It’s re-
ally just people and organizations coming 
together to help out. � eir heart is really 
what makes a di� erence.”  

Visit CentralFloridaLifestyle.com to see more 
photos and get more information about 
upcoming back-to-school giving events.

22 Central Florida Lifestyle    |   August 2010

With the new school year starting 
this month, it’s the perfect time to 
get involved. Consider volunteer-
ing with one of these organizations 
or donating much-needed school 
supplies.

A Gift for Teaching
6501 Magic Way
Orlando, FL 32809
407.345.0515
AGiftForTeaching.org

S.T.A.R.S.
9600 West Colonial Drive 
Ocoee FL 34761
407.292.3559
SupportStars.org

Give a Kid a Backpack
2105 Hartwood Marsh Rd. Suite 6
Clermont, FL 34711
877.452.7225
GiveAKidABackpack.org  

Back to School Bash
786.269.4997
HopeNowInternational.org
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Jaelin Diaz (above) along with Desiree Birriel and Vanessa Acevedo (below) group together school supplies to send to Haiti as part of Give a Kid a Backpack.
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