
A couple of local organizations are making a point to keep 
students prepared for the new school year.

By Varinia Pereira
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I
t all started with a crayon. It was the 
� rst week of school and a kindergarten 
teacher was giving her class an hour of 
art time. Each student was handed a box 
of crayons and a piece of paper. Within 
seconds the class was busy at work, color-

ing, drawing, creating—everyone except one 
little boy. � e teacher noticed him sitting qui-
etly and asked him why he was not drawing. 
He said it was because he did not know how.

� at’s when the teacher realized that 
this bright little boy had never even had the 
chance to hold a crayon, probably because he 
did not have any at home. So, she pulled out 
a purple crayon, wrapped his little � st around 
it, and whisked it over the paper. Immediately, 
his eyes lit up. Soon enough he had a rainbow 
of color on his page and a huge smile on his 
face. � is story is the inspiration behind A 
Gift For Teaching (AGFT), a non-pro� t or-
ganization based in Orlando, and why many 
others have realized the importance of giving 
to those most in need. 

A Teacher’s Gift
� is story and many others touched A 

Gift For Teaching’s founder Gary Landwirth. 
Landwirth saw that many teachers spend 
thousands of dollars out of their own pocket 
to make sure every student has the supplies 
they need to learn. “At A Gift For Teach-
ing, we believe that something as simple as a 
crayon can make an extraordinary di� erence 
in the success of a child,” AGFT marketing 
manager Kendra Ferguson says. 

� e concept for it is simple: Local busi-
nesses and individuals take unwanted or 
surplus supplies and donate them to AGFT 
(located in Southwest Orlando) to distribute 
to Central Florida teachers. � is program has 
grown into a tri-county-wide operation dis-
tributing more than $35,000 worth of school 
supplies and incentives daily through their 
unique “Free Store,” where Central Florida 
teachers who qualify can pick up school sup-
plies at no cost to them. AGFT’s “Free Store” 
has been able to distribute more than $50 
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