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How to keep stylish while showing your school pride
Cheering fans, parades, food and, 

school colors are seen shinning all 
across prideful crowd as people from all walks of life unite to 
support their home team during homecoming. Homecoming 
is an annual tradition of the United States. High schools, col-
leges, people, and towns come together, usually in late Sep-
tember or early October, to welcome back former alumni and 
residents.  
     However 
one thing is 
unclear.  Why 
do we celebrate 
homecoming or 
who even began 
the tradition?  It 
has always been 
something of the 
norm across the 
United States 
without actually 
knowing the his-
tory behind this 
custom.  
     The origins of 
the first home-
coming cel-
ebration remain 
largely contested.  
Baylor Univer-
sity, University of 
Illinois, and Uni-
versity of Mis-
souri are three 
schools claiming 
to have had their 
first “coming 
home” celebra-
tions dating back 
to around 1910.  
Regardless of 
who was actu-
ally the first, these 
early homecomings all have the same things in common: ral-
lies, speeches, parades and dances, and a football game that 
served as the primary event. 
     There are various traditions that almost seem mandatory 
during homecoming season.  The parade usually includes 
the school’s marching band and different school organiza-
tions floats. Floats link with a homecoming theme or related 
themes. The homecoming court takes part in the parade and 
are often seen riding in convertibles waving at the crowds 
prior to the naming of the king and queen.  
     At most colleges and universities tailgating at the football 
game is a common event linking alumni back to their Alma 

Mater as everyone reconnects and takes 
part in many festivities. Tents, RV’s fill 

parking lots, fields, and streets near the stadium to cook out, 
play games, socialize and drink.  
     In high schools, dress-up days are usually planned 
throughout the week, sometimes called “Spirit Week”.  Stu-
dents are allowed to wear clothes following a theme for that 

specific day.  For ex-
ample, nerd day, pajama 
day, jersey day, class 
color day, etc.  
     A homecoming dance 
is typically one of the 
final events of the week in 
high schools.  Most col-
leges are too large to have 
a campus-wide dance 
however organizations or 
clubs often plan parties 
for this major weekend.  
     Although homecoming 
is a U.S. tradition, some 
universities in Canada 
are taking on to the tradi-
tion.  The best-known 
and largest homecom-
ing weekends are held 
annually by Univer-
sity of Western Ontario, 
McMaster University, 
Queen’s University, Uni-
versity of Waterloo, and 
Wilfrid Laurier Univer-
sity. Canadian homecom-
ing weekends are often 
based around a football 
game as well.  However, 
homecomings are not 
common in Canadian 
high schools.
     Each year, thousands 
of students, alumni,                                                                                

and friends “come home” to celebrate the tradition of Home-
coming.  It’s the perfect chance to reunite with those who 
care and mean the most.  


