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1. An interior casement window connects the breakfast nook to the adjacent kitchen.  Built-in seating and a custom light  
fixture fitted with an old lampshade evoke cottage charm. 2. Just above the kitchen’s apron-front sink, a dark-stained window 
frame repeats the floor’s warm hue. 3. The guest room feels like an old beach house sleeping porch with wraparound casement 
windows that open to catch a breeze. Wood-clad walls, ceilings, and floors add to the historic charm.

his irresistible new house located on Daufuskie 
Island sparked calls, letters, and e-mails from 
hundreds of our readers wanting to build a 

version of their own. So, here it is…We call it “Vintage 
Lowcountry,” and the exterior and interior detailing art-
fully recall the charm and character of the original design 
shown here. “The ‘old-house’ qualities seem to appeal to 
so many people,” says architect Rick Clanton of Group 3 
Design in Hilton Head Island, South Carolina.  “I chose a 
painted and hand-crimped standing-seam metal roof to 
keep with the area’s classic Lowcountry vernacular style, 
while inside, wood-clad walls, ceilings, and floors give the 
house a sense of historic charm.”  
 From the light fixtures to the cabinet pulls, every  
detail is designed to feel both vintage and at home with 
its setting. This house has the look of a cottage that 
would have existed in the area 150 years ago. By using a mix 
of window styles and varying board widths (on floors and 
walls) this new house truly looks old.  Many of the interi-
or details further define the authentic look. For example, 
wood-clad walls, ceilings and floor give the house a sense 
of architectural history.   “This is a beautiful example of 
how to make a new house look old,” says Rick. “All the 
details take cues from the past.”

plan number

Our newest house plan is inspired by a story featured  
in the June 2011 issue of Southern Living. The architect 
takes elements and design details from the original to 
create this classic home design.  It is smaller than the 
original, yet the open floor plan is flexible and adapts to 
variety locations and lifestyles.  
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