
wTEHRAN, Iran (AP) -- Tens of 
thousands of students, many shouting 
“Death to the Dictator!” and burning 
pictures of Iran’s supreme leader, took 
to the streets on more than a dozen 
campuses Monday in the biggest anti-
government protests in months.

Riot police and pro-government Basij 
militiamen on fleets of motorcycles 
flooded Tehran’s main thoroughfares, 
beating men and women with clubs as 
crowds of demonstrators hurled bricks 
and stones. Some protesters set tires 
and garbage cans ablaze.

“Death to the oppressor, whether 
it’s the shah or the leader!” the stu-
dents chanted, according to wit-
nesses - making a daring comparison 
between Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei and the pro-U.S. shah, 
despised in Iran since his overthrow in 
the 1979 Islamic Revolution.

The protests reflected how university 
students - the driving force of the 
1979 Islamic Revolution - have revi-
talized the anti-government movement 
even as mainstream opposition politi-
cians struggle to dent the power of 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and 
Iran’s clerical leadership.

Since the summer, the opposition has 
been able to hold only about one pro-
test a month, all far smaller than the 
ones in June and July.

Monday’s mass mobilization was 
unlikely to mean a new wave of more 
frequent protests - activists say escala-
tion remains difficult under the crack-
down. But the large turnout showed 
that even months of intense arrests 
and intimidation have failed to stamp 
out the movement.

Opposition leader Mir Hossein 
Mousavi declared the clerical estab-
lishment was losing legitimacy in the 
eyes of Iranians.
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“A great nation would not stay silent 
when some confiscate its vote,” said 
Mousavi, who claims to be the real 
winner of the June 12 election.

They sought to seal off the campus 
from the outside world, draping the 
university fence with banners and 
signs bearing slogans from Khamenei 
to hide what took place inside.

Cell phone networks were shut down, 
and police and members of the elite 
Revolutionary Guard surrounded 
entrances, checking IDs to prevent op-
position activists from entering, said 
witnesses. They, like all those who 
spoke to the AP, requested anonymity 
for fear of retaliation.

Authorities also slowed Internet con-
nections to a crawl in the capital to 
stifle activists’ communications.

Still, large crowds massed in the 
streets outside the university in sup-
port of the students, chanting “death 
to the dictator!” and taunting the 
plainclothes Basij militiamen.

Footage posted on YouTube showed 
some protesters burning pictures of 
Khamenei - breaking a major taboo 
against insulting the supreme leader, 
who stands at the pinnacle of Iran’s 
clerical leadership.

As riot police fired tear gas, militia-
men charged the crowds, beating 
people on the head and back, wit-
nesses said. The youths regrouped on 
street corners, where they set tires and 
garbage on fire and pelted the militia-
men with stones and bricks, according 
to witnesses and footage posted by the 
opposition on the Internet.

Witnesses said many protesters were 
arrested on Monday, while the semiof-
ficial Fars news agency cited a judi-
ciary statement saying an unspecified 
number of arrests took place and those 
in custody were being interrogated.

“Most students are protesting the 
existing situation,” he said. “My heart 
breaks when I see that students are 
suppressed.”
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