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Gaillardia
If you have poor but well-drained soil, lots of sun, heat and humidity, 
and want a perennial that blooms for months, gaillardia is right for 
you and the butterflies in your yard. Also known as blanketflower 
because of the way it blanketed the prairies, gaillardia is tough yet 
attractive, with daisylike blooms in bright yellows, reds, and oranges. 
Keep it deadheaded to promote more flowers.

The petal edges on most gaillardias are serrated, but the edges of 
the deep-yellow petals of ‘Amber Wheels’ (part of the Wheels series) 
are beautifully frilled. 30 inches tall, Zones 4 to ??.

The petals on ‘Fanfare’ resemble tiny scarlet-and-yellow trumpets 
blaring upward. 18 to 24 inches tall, Zones 3 to ??.
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These seven 
perennials will give 
you weeks of blooms 
instead of days.

Let’s face it: Most perennials just 
don’t stay in flower as long as we’d 
like. Some come and go in a matter 
of days. They’re simply not as long 
blooming as annuals. Bad weather—
heavy rain, drought, heat, cold, 
too much sun or not enough—can 
shorten that precious bloom time or 
completely shut it down.

With careful planning, though, 
you can have perennials flowering 
in sequence for a display that lasts 
throughout the season. 

Luckily, there are perennials 
that routinely bloom for weeks 
or even months. You’re probably 
familiar with astilbe, bleeding 
heart, hellebore, sedum, daylilies, 
penstemon, salvia, and catmint. 
These are great mainstays of the 
long-blooming garden. Then 
there are a handful of perennials 
that bloom for a long time and 
are tough as nails, easy to grow, 
and relatively unattractive to deer: 
agastache, coreopsis, gaillardia, 
geranium, rudbeckia, Russian sage, 
and Shasta daisy. 

Deb Wiley is a garden writer in Des 
Moines, Iowa.

a blast that lasts
Plant these perennials for color all summer By Deb Wiley
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Agastache
Agastache is one tough blooming 
machine, with tiny, hummingbird-magnet 
flowers going nonstop from midsummer 
through fall. Grow this heat-tolerant plant 
in full sun and extremely well drained soil.

The difference between species is 
important, depending on your conditions. 
A. rupestris prefers a drier environment 
and leaner soils. A. cana needs better 
soils and more water. 

‘Desert Sunrise’, a hybrid of two 
southwestern species—Agastache 
rupestris and A. cana—has a luscious 
bloom color that combines orange, pink, 
and lavender. It’s tall (40 to 48 inches tall) 
and hardy in Zones 5 to ??.

Another agastache cultivar, ‘Blue 
Fortune’, has 5-inch-tall lavender 
bottlebrush spires. Be careful; this one 
can be aggressive. 36 inches tall, 18 
inches wide, Zones 4 to ??.

Coreopsis
Coreopsis has light and airy flowers and delicate 
foliage. It’s also known as tickseed. The daisylike 
blooms come in white, pink, magenta, yellow, 
and orange. It’s drought tolerant once established 
and makes excellent cut flowers. Most coreopsis 
flowers from early summer until fall. Hardiness 
varies wildly among cultivars. Grows in full sun and 
well-drained soil.

Coreopsis in the new Big Bang series—‘Cosmic 
Eye’ (12 to 15 inches tall), ‘Full Moon’ (24 to 30 
inches tall), ‘Galaxy’ (12 inches tall), and ‘Redshift’ 
(24 to 30 inches tall)—are notable for large blooms 
that don’t need deadheading. (Most coreopsis 
rebloom only when spent blooms are removed.) 
‘Redshift’ opens as a pale yellow flower, but in 
cooler temperatures the center and petal color 
shifts to ruby red. Zones 5 to ??.

For something completely different, check 
out ‘Lightning Flash’, a new 5-foot-tall coreopsis 
with golden foliage and yellow flowers. This North 
Carolina discovery thrives in heat and humidity. 60 
inches tall, Zones 3 to ??.

An oldie but a goodie is ‘Moonbeam’, the 1992 
Perennial Plant of the Year. Its tiny butter-yellow 
flowers keep on coming. It does need deadheading 
for best performance. 18 inches tall, Zones 3 to ??.
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Geranium
All perennial geraniums have long bloom 
seasons, but ‘Rozanne’ is the clear 
winner. This 2008 Perennial Plant of 
the Year produces five-petaled, violet-
blue flowers with white eyes from early 
summer until frost. Slender flower stems 
produce blooms as the old ones fall 
off, so the growth habit may look rangy 
and stringy by late summer. Prune the 
plant back for a new flush of leaves and 
blooms. 18 to 20 inches tall, Zones 5 to 
??.

Others to consider: ‘Dark Reiter’ is 8 
to 10 inches tall with bright-blue flowers 
and nearly black foliage; ‘Dragon Heart’ 
is 24 inches tall and wide with striking 
2-inch magenta blooms. Zones 5 to ??.

Hardy geraniums bloom best in full 
sun, but they tolerate partial shade. 
Well-drained soil is essential. (Perennial 
geraniums are a different species 
than the annual commonly called 
“geranium”—the one with red and white 
flowers frequently found in pots—which 
is in the genus Pelargonium.)

Rudbeckia
Whether you call her black-eyed 

Susan or rudbeckia, this golden girl 
begins her show late in the season 
but then continues as long as 
three months. Black-eyed Susan is 
drought tolerant and easy to grow 
in sun or part shade. Check the 
hardiness; some rudbeckias, such 
as ‘Tiger Eye Gold’, are only hardy 
to Zone 10 and should be grown as 
annuals.

‘Goldsturm’, the Perennial Plant of 
the year in 1999, is popular in mass 
plantings. Don’t cut down the stems 
once petals fall off; the brown “eye” 
contains seeds that attract birds. 24 
inches tall, Zones 4 to ??.

Unlike ‘Goldsturm’, ‘Early Bird 
Gold’ rudbeckia does not rely on 
day length to begin blooming, so 
its yellow flowers begin earlier. 24 
inches tall, Zones 4 to ?.
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Russian sage
Russian sage (Perovskia atriplicifolia), 
which was the Perennial Plant of the 
Year in 1995 (are you seeing a trend 
here?), is actually from the mountains of 
central Asia, not Russia. It is long-lived 
and easy to grow in full sun. The silvery 
leaves and tiny lavender flowers are 
attractive to hummingbirds but not deer. 
36 to 48 inches tall, Zones 4 to ??.

Many gardens require more compact 
varieties such as the new ‘Lacey Blue’, 
which is only 18 to 20 inches tall. Also 
consider ‘Little Spire’ at 25 inches tall. 
Both are hardy in Zones 4 to ??.

Shasta daisy
The white or creamy-yellow 

blooms of Shasta daisies 
(Leucanthemum superbum) 
draw the eye when they begin 
blooming in summer. Grow in 
full sun and average soil, and 
deadhead for continued bloom.
‘Becky’, the 2003 Perennial 
Plant of the Year, grows 36 to 42 
inches tall. 
Others to try: new, long-lasting 
‘Banana Cream’, which lightens 
from lemon yellow to cream (15 
to 18 inches tall); the diminutive 
‘Lacrosse’, with quilled white 
flowers (8 to 12 inches tall); and 
‘Aglaia’ with fringed double white 
flowers (24 to 36 inches tall). 
All Shasta daisies are hardy in 
Zones 5 to ??.


