
On 7/4/08 at approximately 8:33 pm, the 
Alaska State Troopers received a report 
of a serious motor vehicle collision near 
mile 131 of the Parks Hwy. Troopers from 
the Talkeetna Post responded to the scene. 
Investigation revealed that a red, two-door 
2003 Infinity left the West Rib Bar. Five men 
were packed inside the little car. The men 
were 21 year old William Bradley of California, 
21 year old Nathan Pollard of California, 21 
year old Jerry Luzzi of California, 20 year old 
Matthew Holmes of Michigan, and 19 year 
old Christopher Niles of Michigan. They were 
headed back to the McKinley Princess Lodge 
where they were employed. The men were all 
seasonal workers for the lodge. The vehicle 
rolled several times near mile 131 of the Parks 
highway. Scene investigation determined that the 
vehicle was traveling at speeds much greater than the posted speed limit prior to the crash. All five of the men were 
thrown from the vehicle as it rolled and left the highway. Not one was wearing a seatbelt. Nathan Pollard and Jerry 
Luzzi succumbed to their injuries and died at the scene. William Bradley died while being rushed to the hospital. 
Christopher Niles was transported to Mat-Su Regional and Matthew Holmes was flown to Providence Hospital in 
Anchorage. Matthew Holmes was unable to survive his injuries from the wreck; he died while being treated at the 
hospital. Christopher Niles is the sole survivor of the crash. All five men were significantly impaired by alcohol at the 
time of the collision. Based on interviews conducted during the investigation, the investigator believes that the driver 
of the vehicle was William Bradley.
It doesn’t take a lot of hard work to decide not to drink and drive this holiday weekend. All it takes is the good 
judgement to hand over your keys to a sober driver. Enjoy your Holiday Celebration, but please remember to celebrate 
responsibly. Don’t drive impaired, and don’t get in the car with any driver who is impaired. When you drive 
impaired, you put yourself in danger and endanger the welfare of everyone else on the road. 
Plan ahead: Remember to have a designated driver early in the evening, or just call a cab.
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