
115 E. Washington St. | 309-434-2225

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

GRAFFITI REMOVAL TECHNIQUES

prov id ing  exce l l ence  in  s tewardsh ip

over the years the public works 
department has cleaned its fair 
share of graffiti. follow our 
tips for easier graffiti removal 
and benefit from our experience:

be fast try to remove as soon as possible
use citrus cleaners they’re environmen-
tally friendly (mostly biodegradable); “natural 
orange extract” works well on graffiti
let it soak let the cleanser soak for at least 
20 minutes if its new graffiti; if its old graffiti  
let soak for at least 1-2 hours
rinse and repeat it really helps
under pressure use a pressure washer; 
do not use on soft surfaces like cedar wood 
because it can cause damage
brush it out use a wire brush or paint
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scraper to agitate the surface; be careful not to damage the 
surface; wire brushes works well on telephone poles, concrete, 
rough metals, rocks, and fences
prevent if your property is graffiti prone, use paint that is 
resistant to graffiti (solvent based polyurethane coating); this 
will make removal much easier
use caution if using solvents/chemicals to clean use 
protective eyewear and gloves; test small areas before cleaning 
to see how the surfact reacts to your cleaning solution
alternatives other cleaners that are effective include TSP, 
Savogram and Jasco; always read labelled directions and 
cautions before using any cleaning supplies


