
After the retirement 
of John 

Pedroncelli, Sr. in 1963, 
he also became manager 
of the firm’s 135 acres of 
vineyards. During his tenure, 
John has guided Pedroncelli 
through the tough transition 
from bulk wine producer to 
premium winery. He created 
California’s first Zinfandel 
Rosé in 1958, began 
producing premium varietal 
wines in 1965, and updated 
the winemaking facility 
with modern equipment 
and small oak barrels in the 
1960s and 1970s.

Today, he continues to in-
novate, creating vineyard-
select wines and replanting 
the estate vineyards on ad-
vanced trellises to grape va-
rieties carefully selected for 
each site. “I’ve always want-
ed Pedroncelli wines to be 
among the best made in Dry 

Creek Valley,” he 
explains. That’s 
why we continue 
to fine-tune our 
grape growing 
and winemaking; us-
ing our experience to 
achieve a balance of 
ripe fruit, oak complex-
ity and approachable 
character that is both 
distinctive and a plea-
sure to drink.”

 Lance Blakeley - 
Vineyard Manager

Responsible for manag-
ing 105 acres of estate 
vineyards and working 
with the 12 Sonoma 
County growers that 
supply Pedroncelli 

Winery with 
grapes, vineyard man-
ager Lance Blakeley is 
a busy guy.  Blakeley 
grew up in Sonoma 
County and attended 
Santa Rosa Junior Col-
lege, where he earned 
certification as an au-
tomotive machinist. 
He worked as an auto 
mechanic for five years 
before joining Pedron-
celli Winery in 1988 as 
maintenance supervisor.

In 
between keeping the win-
ery’s bottling line, pumps 
and tractors running 
smoothly, Blakeley began 
working in the vineyards 
under the tutelage of wine 
master John Pedroncelli. 
He also returned to Santa 
Rosa Junior College to 
earn a degree in viticul-
ture and took courses in 
vineyard management 
from University of Cali-
fornia at Davis.

As his vine-
yard knowledge increased, 
so did his role in the vine-
yards. He helped replant a 
sizable portion of the estate 
vineyard in 1992 and super-
vised a smaller replanting 
six years later, in both cases 
utilizing modern trellises to 
enhance fruit quality.  Ap-
pointed vineyard manager 
in 1998, Blakeley continues 
to work closely with John 
Pedroncelli. “His knowl-
edge of these vineyards and 
Dry Creek Valley are in-
valuable,” he remarks. “I’m 
still learning from him.”
     * From selling grapes to 

home winemakers during  
prohibition in order to keep 
the vineyards going,
    * to growing a small 
base of business during the 
1930s and 1940s,
    * to the second genera-
tion joining their father: 
son John becoming wine-
maker in 1948 followed by 
Jim in 1955 as sales direc-
tor,
    * to 1963 when the 
winery was officially pur-
chased by John and Jim 
from their father,
    * to growing the line of 
wines in the 1960s with 
vineyard expansion and 
diversification,
    * to the boom time of 
the 1970s and 1980s along 
with many changes and 
additions to our sales base 
including national sales 
and export,
    * the third genera-
tion coming on board and 


