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SALEM — It has been a year 
since the Salem Theatre Com-
pany secured its own space in 
downtown Salem, bringing to 
life a small, black-box-style the-
ater where actors and musicians 
have engaged with audiences in 
an intimate setting.

Since planting its roots at 90 
Lafayette St., the theater has 
nearly doubled its annual main-
stage productions and offered 
close to a dozen additional pro-
grams, including a dramatic 
reading by Tony-Award winning 
actress Frances Sternhagen in 
May.

“It’s amazing how much peo-
ple are aware of us now that we 
have a space,” Executive Direc-
tor Gary LaParl said.

The Salem Theatre Com-
pany, founded  in 2002, started 
out performing in church base-
ments and school halls, but 

began searching for a home a 
few years ago when its Salem 
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GOOD CAUSES

The reader’s eYe

Name: Heather Reid
Hometown: Salem
Description: “Plum Island in Newburyport 

is beautiful all year-round. This was shot 
in November, right after the reeds were on 
their way out.

“Photography for me is more than a 
hobby; it’s a passion. I like to incorporate it 
into all of my artwork, and use my camera to 
explore the world I live in.”

Camera info: Canon Rebel XTi, handheld, 
18-55 mm lens, focal length 35 mm, infrared 
filter.

PHOTO STAFF CRITIQUE
“There is a nice sense of depth to this 

photo, with the boardwalk leading you into 
the photograph and the clouds. We like the 
way the photo was post-processed. It gives 
the image a lot of detail and texture.

“Watch the spot in the sky, however; it 
takes away from the photo.

“Overall, this photograph conveys a feel-
ing of peace and serenity.” 

To submit a photo, e-mail snphotos@
salemnews.com and write “reader photo” in 
the subject line.

A Christmas feast
At noon on Christmas Day, Haven From Hunger, 
a food pantry and soup kitchen, will serve a 
festive dinner of turkey, ham and all the fixings 
to everyone who walks through the doors. All 
are welcome for a free meal and good compan-
ionship. Dinner will be served at 71 Wallis St., 
Peabody. For more information and to reserve 
a spot, call 978-531-1530.
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Good cause
TOyS FOR TOTS. Monday through Thursday, 9:30 

a.m. to 4 p.m., 13 Franklin St., Salem. St. Joseph’s 
Harvest of Hope Food Pantry will be collecting 
new, unwrapped toys for boys and girls, infants 
through age 15; gift cards appreciated. 978-979-
9915.

holiday festivities
CHRISTmAS EVE CAROlING. Friday, Dec. 24, 4 to 7 

p.m., Hawthorne Hotel, Grand Ballroom, 18 Wash-
ington Square, Salem. Julie Dougherty will lead 
the 28th annual holiday carol sing, accompanied 
by Woody Woodward on bass, Kathy Dougherty 
on vocals, Jimmy Ryan on mandolin, Ken Field on 
saxophone and flute, Charlie Ortolani on guitar, 
and other musical guests. Fiddlin’ Santa will make 
an appearance. Free; open to the public. dough-
erty_julie@hotmail.com.

THE NEVERlAND HOlIDAy SHOW. Monday, Dec. 27, 
Tuesday, Dec. 28, and Wednesday, Dec. 29, 3 p.m., 
Griffen Theatre, 7 Lynde St., Salem. One-hour 
musical revue presented by the Neverland Theatre 

Please see xx, Page 1

Salem Theatre Company celebrates a year in its new home

DeborAH PArker/Staff photo
Salem Theatre Company’s executive director Gary laParl and artistic director John Fogle organize props from a past show while at the 
Company’s space on lafayette Street.Theater

DeborAH PArker/Staff photo
Fogle and laParl backstage at the Company’s space

on the rise
COmiNG Up At 

SAlEm thEAtrE 
COmpANy

What: “Wit,” a Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning drama by Margaret edson.
About: english professor Vivian 
bearing, who has Stage 4 meta-
static ovarian cancer, struggles 
with receiving a controversial 
experimental treatment. As she 
faces the inevitability of her own 
death, Vivian confronts the ten-
sion between compassion and 
intellect, and comes to some star-
tling and moving conclusions.
When: Jan. 20 to Feb. 12
Tickets: $22, for adults; $18 for 
seniors; $12 for students
Information: Visit www.salemthe-
atre.com or call 978-790-8546

JoHn Fogle/Courtesy photo
In October, Salem Theatre 
Company presented the world 
premiere of “bittersweet 
midnight,” written and performed 
by Judith black.

Courtesy photo
Tony Award winning actress Frances Sternhagen staged a reading of 
Romulus linney’s “Tennessee” in may with Fogle.
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