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Q: I am a woman who just started 
going out with a mature man. While 
we were having dinner together at 
a restaurant, he said, “Excuse me,” 
whipped out his hankie and blew 
his nose at the table just as I was 
beginning to eat my food. I did not 
say anything, but it really turned 
my stomach. How, when and where 
can I say something in an appropri-
ate manner that will not be mean or 

offend his manhood? He also has a bad breath problem. 
I really like him but am not sure if I should say anything. 
What do you suggest? 

A: As you know, kind men with good moral 
characters are hard to find. The question is 
whether this mature man is open to a bit of 
subtle coaching. Since the relationship is new, 
be gentle. For the bad breath, have a supply of 
mints on hand and when you pop one in your 
mouth, offer him one. “Here, Sweetie, a mint for 
you.” If you start to see each other frequently, 
you should have him visit both the dentist and 
a doctor, as bad breath can be a signal for other 
medical issues. As for the tissues at the table, 
keep a keen eye out for when you are out and 
about. Any time you see someone blow his nose 
in public, whisper, “I read that a true gentleman 
would never blow his nose in public.” If you are 
consistent, he will get the message.

Q: As part of my New Year’s resolutions, I have been 
really looking at all aspects of my life. During my self-
assessment, it dawned on me that while I care for the 
woman I am dating, I do not love her enough to marry her. 
It is so close to Valentine’s Day, so is it better for me to 
put on a brave face and break up with her later this month 
or just get it over with now?

A: If you don’t already have plans for the holi-
day, I believe it is best to let her go sooner rather 
than later. Better for her to be able to spend Val-
entine’s Day with her friends than with someone 
pretending to love her. Either way, be kind. You 
have been considering how you feel and have 
adjusted to the idea of being single; she is under 
the impression that everything is fine. For her, 
this will be a surprise.  

Q: My fiancé and I are building our own wedding Web 
page and will note on the invitations to go to our Web 
page to RSVP. I read that people do not RSVP with 
response cards and are even worse about responding 
online. We are trying to keep our costs down and only 
wanted to send out invitations without having to supply 
the response reply card inside. Most all of my friends are 
very tech-savvy. It is the older adults who may not be as 
comfortable with the Internet. Should I even be worrying 
about this?

Date turns her 
stomach by 

blowing nose 
at the table

In just its third year, the 
Salem Film Fest has grown 
into the largest festival 
for documentaries in New 
England, according to Joe 
Cultrera, one of the event’s 
founders and its program-
ming director.

Cultrera and a small selec-
tion committee delved into 
more than 70 films to choose 
the 34 entries in this year’s 
festival, to take place at Cine-
maSalem starting next Friday, 
Feb. 26, and running through 
Tuesday, March 4.

“This is a solid lineup, top to 
bottom, of well-crafted work,” 
he said. “These are films that 
tell great stories, and have 
interesting characters and 
viewpoints.”

Included in the selection are 
three U.S. premieres and sev-
eral New England and Boston 
area premieres, he continued. 

Unlike other festivals, Cul-
trera said, Salem does not put 
out calls for entries. Instead, 
he handpicks the documen-
taries and puts them before 

a three-member selection 
committee, which includes 
himself; Kereth Cowe-Stigai, 
CinemaSalem’s manager; and 
Mike Evers, who along with 

Cowe-Stigai is a Salem State 
College English professor.

Cultrera, a filmmaker him-
self, said this curated method 
allows the committee to watch 
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Joe Hill will read from his recently 
published horror and suspense novel 
“Horns” at Cornerstone Books, 45 
Lafayette St., Salem, on Sunday at 3 
p.m. Horn, 38, has published two pre-
vious books, “Heart-Shaped Box,” a 
novel, and “20th Century Ghosts,” a col-
lection of short stories.

The son of writer Stephen King, Hill 
recently spoke with The Salem News. 
He used the name Joe Hill originally to 
disguise his relationship to his famous 
father, but has since revealed his true 
identity.

This is quite a reading tour you’re on, all 
over New England, then to the West Coast.

They went easy on the rookie my first 
time out, for “Heart-Shaped Box,” and 
wound up giving me a day off in San 
Francisco. But this is terrific fun. You 

can’t complain — this is what 
you look forward to when 
you’re starting out, having 
this opportunity.

How long did it take to 
write your books?

That’s a compli-
cated question. The 
short stories, over a 
period of 10 years, 
although some of 
those were writ-
ten as a group 
in around eight 
months. “Heart-
Shaped Box” took less 
than a year. I thought it would 
be a short story, but it took off on me. 
My heavy-metal musician character 
buys a ghost online, and I expected he 
would kill him off after 10 pages, but 
he had an interesting habit of staying 
alive, and it presented some interesting 

situations.
“Horns” took two years to 

write, but it pulled from 
across 10 years of 
work. Many of the 

ideas in “Horns” I first 
attempted to work out 

in other stories. And I 
wrote a big fantasy novel 

that got turned down 
everywhere. It was 900 

pages long, and I spent three 
years on it. 
That was a real heart-

breaker, I got a pile of 
rejections. But I’m fairly philo-

sophical, I think writers have to 
fail at first. Stories that fail provide 

rich fertilizer for the things that 
work.

Did you study writing with anyone?
I went to Vassar College, and I did 

some workshopping. But the short 

story was the place where I got my 
sense of myself as a writer. Writers talk 
about finding your voice, finding what 
you are particularly good at writing 
about.

Any other places where you apprenticed?
I was a comic book writer and wrote 

a story for “Spider-Man.” A talent scout 
at Marvel spotted one of my stories in a 
collection and asked if I had any inter-
est in writing about men in tights who 
hit each other. 

How else did you learn to write?
My brother and I wrote a screenplay 

together, under our own names, called 
“Fadeaway.” It took 21⁄2 years, and we 
were paid very well, although the film 
was never made. 

“Horns” seems to explode the horror 
genre, play with it, in many ways. 

Yes, the devil is the good guy — 180 
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Stephen King’s son to read from his book this weekend in Salem
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“Winter Hike at Forest River Park”
by MATT MUCHA of Salem

PHOTO STAFF CRITIQUE
“We were drawn to the variety of 

colors in this picture — the blues and 
whites in the sky, the reds in the trees, 
and the yellow of the reeds. Who needs 
fall foliage to capture brilliant splashes 
of color? The horizontal bands of red 
contrast nicely with the vertical reeds. 
Your eyes follow the snow-covered 
walkway right into the photo. This is a 
photo that looks more like a painting.”

To submit a photo for consideration, 
send to snphotos@salemnews.com.

The fourth annual Shamrock for 
HAWC, a Celtic music concert, 
will be held tomorrow at 7:30 
p.m. at the Tabernacle Congre-
gational Church, 50 Washington 
St., Salem. North Shore residents 
Eamon Coyne and Mike Jean-
neau, along with Salem resi-
dents Jennifer and Bob Strom, 
will perform. They will be joined 
by Celtic singer Michael O’Leary, 
at right, and David O’Docherty, 
an Irish whistle player, among 
others. Suggested donation is 
$15 to $20 for adults and $10 for 
seniors/students. All proceeds 
will go to the Salem-based 
nonprofit that helps victims of 
domestic violence.

More Good Causes, Page xx 

Please see MANNERSMITH, Page 1

The Mannersmith
Jodi R.R. Smith

Joe Hill will read from his novel 
“Horns” at Cornerstone Books.
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“Good Fortune,” produced by former Beverly resident Jeremy Levine, explores how international efforts to alleviate poverty in Africa 
may be undermining the communities they aim to benefit. The film will be screened Saturday, Feb. 27 at 4:15 p.m.

All documentAries ...

... All the time
If yOU GO

What:  � Salem Film Fest
When: �  Friday, Feb. 26, to 

Tuesday, March 4
Where: �  CinemaSalem,  

Peabody Essex Museum
How much: �  $10 per show; 

All-Access Pass, $150 adults, 
$120 seniors; Three-Day  
Weekend Pass, $100 adults, $75 
seniors

More information: �  salem-
filmfest.com “Buddha’s Lost Children Revisited” is a chance to check on the 

characters from the 2008 Salem Film Fest Audience Award winner. 
Two years after Khru Bah’s original visit, Director Mark Verkerk 
returns to see how the “Tiger Monk” and his young novices are 
faring. The film will be shown Wednesday, March 3, at 7:45 p.m.
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