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RapId Read 
Local
gUilty Plea: Dennis michael 
lemke, 43, pleads guilty in 
federal court to one count of 
production of child pornogra-
phy. 1b.

lions to the rescUe: 
area lions clubs offer to help 
seniors and shut-ins hook up 
their digital tV boxes. 1b. 

and they danced: apollo, 
sartell and albany dancers 
compete around the region. 
1b.

ski day: youth skiers can test 
their skills Jan. 25 at the sons 
of norway barneløppet. 1b.

balancing act: Jim Kno-
blach helps study budget solu-
tions for minnesota. 1b.

Your Money
ignore the irs?: even if 
money is very tight, don’t do 
it. experts offer options. 9a.

Life
small screen: twin cities 
screen phenom Diablo cody 
launches “the united states 
of tara,” on showtime. 8c.

deaths Page 3b

■ David o. Knutson, 65, st. cloud
■ richard b. messer, 75, becker
■ Keith s. taylor, 85, elysian 
■ mildred m. Weeres, 85,  

sauk rapids

@www.sctimes.com
see it: photo galleries from 
hockey, dance events.

By Kari Petrie
kpetrie@stcloudtimes.com

St. Cloud police answered 
9 percent more calls in 2008 
than 2007, in part because of 
a rise in residential burglar-
ies.

Officers responded to 
nearly 57,000 calls for service 
in 2008. That’s up from the 
52,300 in 2007, according to 
police data.

Chief Dennis Ballantine 
said the increase in home bur-
glaries has been a big concern. 
Burglaries rose 7 percent from 
2007 to 2008. There were 331 
burglaries reported in 2008.

In October alone, the num-
ber of burglaries doubled 
compared to October 2007. 
Many of those were in the 
city’s south side, but Bal-
lantine said he also has seen 
more burglaries on the north 
side.

Burglars seem to be inter-
ested in electronics and gam-
ing systems. A couple arrests 
have been made related to 
some of the burglaries, Bal-
lantine said.

The overall increase in calls 
for service follows the trend 
the department has seen for 
at least the past decade.

“The department contin-
ues to be busy,” Ballantine  
said.

The department moves into 
its new police headquarters in 
November. Ballantine said the 
project is on time and under 
budget. But a tough economy 
worries him as he looks at the 
additional staffing needs for 
the building. 

“I’m very worried about 
that,” he said.

The city has a hiring freeze 
in place, and the department 
has three open positions for 
sworn officers that can’t be 
filled, Ballantine said.

The department is setting 
priorities to look at where 
money could be saved. The 
low gas prices have been a 
“godsend” and Ballantine said 
he hopes they stay down this 
coming year.

“That would help a great 
deal,” he said.

More burglary calls 
keep city police busy

Did you call police in 2008?

Vote at www.sctimes.com. 
results will be on tomorrow’s 
opinion page.

2008 CRIMe StatIStICS

st. Cloud PoliCe dePartment
incident 2007 2008

theft 1,040 1,007

assault 461 495

property 

Damage

399 372

burglary 309 331

robbery 41 57

source: the st. cloud police Department

troops won’t leave 
disputed territory

JERUSALEM (AP) — Is-
rael implemented a unilat-
eral cease-fire early Sunday 
in its 22-day offensive that 
turned Gaza neighborhoods 
into battlegrounds and dealt 
a stinging blow to the Islamic 
militants of Hamas. 

But Israeli troops will stay 
in the Palestinian territory for 
now, and Hamas threatened to 
keep fighting until they leave.

In announcing the cease-
fire late Saturday, Prime Min-
ister Ehud Olmert said Israel 
had achieved its goals and 
more.

“Hamas was hit hard, in its 
military arms and in its gov-
ernment institutions. Its lead-
ers are in hiding and many of 
its men have been killed,” Ol-
mert said.

Israel launched the of-
fensive Dec. 27 to stop years 
of rocket fire from Gaza at 
southern Israeli towns. But 
the rockets did not stop com-
ing throughout the assault. 
Militants fired about 30 rock-
ets into Israel on Saturday, 

eight of them around the time 
Olmert spoke.

More than 1,100 Palestin-
ians have been killed, about 
half of them civilians, accord-
ing to Palestinian and U.N. 
officials. 

At least 13 Israelis have also 
been killed.

According to Olmert’s state-
ment, the cease-fire went into 
effect late Friday night. The 
military warned in a state-
ment early Sunday that at-
tacks on soldiers or civilians 
“will be met with a harsh re-
sponse.”

If Hamas holds its fire, the 
military “will weigh pulling 
out of Gaza at a time that be-
fits us,” Olmert said. If not, 
Israel “will continue to act to 
defend our residents.”

Israel’s insistence on keep-
ing troops in Gaza raises the 
specter of a stalemate with 

isrAel 
hAlts  
AttAcks 
on GAzA 

See CEASE-FIRE, 2A ▶

ehud olmert
said israel 
achieved its  
goals and more
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Julie bednark, 16, (left) and amanda miller, 18, (right) are traveling to washington, d.c., for the presidential inauguration 
complete with signs they made for the event.

CeaSe-fIRe deCLaRed In MIdeaSt ConfLICt

The InauguraTIon  
of Barack oBama

January 20, 2009
www.scTImes.com/oBama

event of a 
lifetime

The 16-year-old Technical 
High School sophomore and 
Amanda Miller, a Technical 
senior, planned to depart to-
day for Washington, where 
they will stay with Miller’s 
family.

The two volunteered with 
the DFL Party in last year’s 
election and decided the day 
after Obama’s victory that 

they wanted to see their hard 
work pay off in person.

“I was just so sad after the 
election was over, you know? 
All that work and it was all 
over. And I talked to (Miller) 
and said, ‘Why don’t we go to 
the inauguration?’” Bednark 
said. “The next day, I placed 
a request for tickets, and four 
weeks later was ecstatic when 

I received news that two tick-
ets were available for us.”

For Bednark, Obama’s 
election represents “a restora-
tion of belief in the American 
dream.”

They’re just two of the St. 
Cloud-area residents expected 
to join hundreds of thousands 
of people from nationwide 
headed to the nation’s capital 
for the inaugural events. The 
celebrations begin today with 
a welcome ceremony at the 
Lincoln Memorial and culmi-
nate Tuesday with the swear-
ing-in ceremony outside the 
Capitol.  

Some will go as tourists, 

special 
section 

in today’s 
edition 

B
y virtue of who he is and what he represents, 
Barack Obama already has secured a status 
in American history that only a few presidents 
hold. 

   This son of a white woman from Kansas and 
black man from Kenya will become the 44th 
president Tuesday. The inauguration of the 
first black president comes nearly a century 

and a half after Abraham Lincoln, the president with whom Obama 
most identifies, declared in the Emancipation Proclamation that 
slaves should be freed.

Obama does not confront a nation divided as Lin-coln did. But this is no ordinary time.
Historic challenges converge on this moment of historic change. Economic underpinnings have frac-tured, Americans’ confidence is shaken, and the war against terrorism continues.

Americans have chosen to meet the challenges with a 47-year-old who not only represents progress in race relations but a change to a new generation of leadership.
Obama will arrive at his inauguration by train, just as Lincoln did. He will swear the oath of office on Lincoln’s Bible.
Millions are expected to attend, compelled by a desire to witness history, and many millions more will 

watch an inaugural address that comes at a critical moment for the nation.
“So many inaugurals we don’t remember,” said historian Doris Kearns Goodwin, author of the best-selling book on Lincoln, “Team of Rivals.” “The ones you look back to are often ones that, because of the crisis in the country, the leader had a certain moment to mobilize a collective response on the part of the people and to use the inaugural to lay out the pro-grams he would ask them to follow.”

Will Obama’s policies work? Can he inspire Ameri-cans to believe in themselves?
His election now past, the history about to unfold has the most consequence for America and the world. 

InauguratIon 2009                 

Obama
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give obama 

ideas to 
consider 

a guide to 
aLL things 

inauguration 
day 

chaLLenges 
rivaL Fdr’s 
in First 100 

days 

on the Web
check out www.sctimes.com/obama for comprehensive inauguration coverage featuring reports from Washington, live video, photo galleries, interactive graphics, teacher resources and more.
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By Chuck Raasch
Gannett News Service

Gannett News Service photo illustration

Standing on threshold of historic change

THE 44th PRESIDENT

OATH OF OFFICE
do 
solemnly 
swear 
(or affirm) 
that I will 

faithfully execute 
the office of 
president of the 
United States, 
and will to the 
best of my ability, 
preserve, protect 
and defend the 
Constitution 
of the 
United States.

Barack

SPECIaL SECtIon

i
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Sunday, Jan. 18, 2009

By Lawrence Schumacher
lschumacher@stcloudtimes.com

S
he didn’t get to vote for Barack Obama 
for president, but Tuesday, Julie Bednark 
plans to be in Washington, D.C., to see the 
44th president of the United States take 
the oath of office.

several central minnesotans will attend the historic inauguration

See OBAMA, 4A ▶

Don’t worry if you aren’t brave — or 
lucky — enough to attend the historic 
presidential inauguration.

there will be plenty of media coverage 
for those at home. here’s a guide to mak-
ing the most of watching the big event, 
and those leading up to it:

From tHe times
on monday, learn about how members 

of the local african-american community 
feel about the election of the nation’s first 
black president.

on tuesday, read about local people 
celebrating the event with sen. amy 
Klobuchar, and find out what would-be 
senators al Franken and norm coleman 
are doing as the inauguration nears. 

YouR at-hoMe guIde to the InauguRatIon

See GUIDE, 4A ▶

More inside
on page 4a
Find out what technical teacher  
Dave schorn had to sell in order to fund 
his trip to the inauguration.

on page 5a
read about what sens. amy Klobuchar 
and michele bachmann’s inauguration 
plans will be.

Find out what happened when the  
huskies and Gophers met saturday  
as part of hockey Day in minnesota.

story on Page 1d.

The
Battle rages

couldn’t make it  
to the game?
Find a photo  

gallery at  
www.sctimes.com.


