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Oliver is born in a workhouse in a small town about 70 miles 
from London, England in the early part of the 19th century. 
His mother dies almost immediately after his birth. Nobody 

knows who she was, but the doctor notices that she wasn't wearing a 
wedding ring (scandalous!).

Oliver is brought up at a "child farm" in the country until he is about 
eight years old. At this point, the parish officials running the child 

farm decide it’s time for him to start working, and they send him back 
to the workhouse. But Oliver commits the unpardonable offense of 
asking for more food when he is close to starving, so the parish of-
ficials offer five pounds (a pretty good amount of money) to anyone 
who’s willing to take Oliver on as an apprentice. The parish officials 

eventually send Oliver off with a coffin-maker.

At the coffin-maker’s shop, Oliver isn’t treated much better than he 
was at the workhouse or the child farm. The coffin-maker, Mr. Sower-
berry, isn’t so bad,. After being abused some more, Oliver decides to 

set out for London on foot.

KENS, CHARLES JOHN HUFAM 
(1812—1870), English novelist, was 
born on the 7th of February 1812 
at a house in the Mile End Ter-
race, Commercial Road, Landport 
(Portsea)—a house which was 
opened as a Dickens Museum on 
22nd July 2904. His father John 
Dickens (d. 1851), a clerk in the 
navy-pay office on a salary of £80 
a year, and stationed for the time 
being at Portsmouth, had mar-
ried in 1809 Elizabeth, daughter of 
Thomas Barrow, and she bore him 
a family of eight children, Charles 
being the second. In the winter of 
1814 the family moved from Port-
sea in the snow, as he remembered, 
to London, and lodged for a time 
near the Middlesex hospital. The 
country of the novelist’s childhood, 
however, was the kingdom of Kent, 
where the family was established in 
proximity to the dockyard at Cha-
tham from 1816 to 1821.  or able, 
genteel, lower middleclass stratum 
of society. His mother taught him 
to read; to his father he appeared 
very early in the light of a young 
prodigy.was made to sit on a tall 
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1836 “Dinner at Poplar 
Walk”

1836 Sketches by Boz text — 
discussion questions

1836-37 Pickwick Papers 
text — sitemap

1837-39 Oliver Twist

1838-39 Nicholas Nickleby 
text — sitemap

1840-41 The Old Curiosity 
Shop text — sitemap

1841 Barnaby Rudge text — 
sitemap

1844 The Chimes text — 
sitemap — commentary

1845 The Cricket and the 
Hearth

1846 The Battle of Life

1846-48 Dombey and Son 
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