
HAND- 
CROCHETED 

BEANIE
A practical DIY 

skill learned from 
a former girl-

friend and yogini.

SOFT COY SMILE
A warm yet  

rugged mountain-
man demeanor 

with a side of 
hemp necklace is 

a must.

WISPY  
FACIAL HAIR

A little nonironic 
facial down is 

a badge of un-
kemptness and a 
throwback to the 

furry look of yore.

GORE-TEX
Despite the  

rootsy, home-
grown vibe, 

modern  
freeheelers 

embrace new 
technology  

and style. 

SOUL PATCH
Obligatory 

duct-tape repair 
of outerwear. 

Few things say 
core like Idaho 

chrome.

KIND  
BAMBOO POLES

Anything short, 
light, and  

earth-friendly.

Early 
Pinhead
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CHEAT 
SHEET

My three-pin problem began more 
out of happenstance than a soulful refusal 
of the alpine mainstream. Mother Nature 
gave me a powder day and, for various 
reasons, I had only my mom’s old K2 Fours 
mounted tele and an ill-fitting pair of 
boots at my disposal. Between countless 
somersaults, I painted a masterpiece of 
fresh tracks and decided to stick with the 
K2s for the rest of the season. 

It was my freshman year of college. I’m 
sure a measure of rebellion, drug interest, 
and a misguided idea that Montana State 

coeds fancied tele skiers as more sleep-
withable played a role in my decision. On 
my hand-me-down gear, I would stand on 
top of lines at Bridger Bowl fully gripped. 
Each descent was a mainline shot of ter-
ror, a feeling I hadn’t experienced much on 
snow. By season’s end, I learned the turn, 
bought new equipment, never looked back.

Most of the ski community, especially 
with alpine touring on a meteoric rise, sees 
telemark skiers as confused. Fixed-heelers 
mistake the graceful, athletic, bent-knee 
turn as inefficient. Jealous of our muscu-

lar thighs, perhaps, they make tele skiers the 
butt of “nobody cares” bumper-sticker jokes 
and create a slew of stereotypes involving 
patchouli, bong water, and duct tape. Haters 
gonna hate.

Yet telemark lives on.* A bit of kombucha 
comes with the territory, but tele tribes thrive 
from Mammoth to Mad River. Practitioners 
of the dark arts know that above all the hype, 
jokes, and image, freeheeling is a damn enjoy-
able way to go down a mountain. 

Sure, nobody cares. We get that. But nobody 
puts Baby in the corner.

YOU CAN TAKE THE MAN OUT OF THE SWEATER BUT YOU CAN 
NEVER TAKE THE SWEATER OUT OF THE MAN. HERE’S HOW TO 
LOOK THE PART. 

TELEMARK 
EVOLVED

Modern Tele 
Aficionado

AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF TELEMARK SKIING EQUIP YOURSELF

3 » Black Diamond 01 
Black Diamond added a 
crucial element to its trust-
ed free-pivot tele binding: 
a six-hole mounting pat-
tern. Now you get all the 
active power transmission 
of the classic 01 binding 
with a burlier, six-screw 
mount. Charge on.  
[$300; blackdiamond 
equipment.com]

1 » G3 
Enzo
The new Enzo is G3’s most advanced tele binding 
to date. Oversize springs and the choice of three 
activity settings will have you charging on the 
down. A free-pivot touring mode with 60 degrees 
of motion will have you cruising on the way up. 
[$290; genuineguidegear.com]

2 » Rottefella 
NTN Freedom
The new NTN Freedom adds a key feature to the 
convenient step-in and releasable NTN system: 
a free-pivot touring mode. You’ll still have to buy 
an NTN-compatible boot to match the binding, 
but the added feature makes the system ever 
more appealing. [$430; rottefella.com]

FREEHEEL OR DIE
TELEMARK SKIING IS STILL RELEVANT.  BY KEVIN LUBY

GLACIER 
GLASSES
Aerodynamic, 
practical, svelte. 
They just don’t 
make eyewear like 
they used to.

BEARD
If Grizzly Adams 
knew one thing, it 
was how to keep 
his neck warm. 
Mandatory for the 
tele uniform.

WOOL SWEATER
Just like Grandma 
knit them, warm—
even when wet—
and full of love.

KARHU SKIS
R.I.P.

FANNY PACK
Not too small, 
not too big, the 
perfect cache 
for edibles, 
drinkables, and 
smokeables.

KNEEPADS 
Necessary protec-
tion for roofing 
projects and 
knee-dropping.

GAITERS
Gaiters keep that 
sweet, sweet 
backcountry pow 
out of knickers 
and boots.

LEATHERS
Supple and  
thoroughly  
unsupportive.

1868
Sondre Norheim    
executes an 
elegant bent-knee 
turn in a Norwegian 
ski comp. Names it 
after his homeland, 
Telemark.

1868–1960s
Tele skiing wallows 
in obscurity—and  
in parts of  
Scandinavia.

Early ’70s
The glorious tele 
revival occurs 
almost simultane-
ously in Vermont 
and Crested Butte. 
Weed discovered to 
help with the turn. 

1970s–’80s
Core tele style 
develops. Sweaters, 
glacier glasses, and 
occasional showers 
ensure total social 
exclusion from the 
neon mainstream.

1992
The first plastic 
telemark boot hits 
the market. Tele 
skiers get extreme. 
Alpine skiers 
release a collective 
“Aww, that’s cute.”

2002
Freeheeling, along 
with cheap canned 
beer and veganism, 
becomes vogue 
among students of 
Northeastern lib-
eral arts colleges.

2012
In a surprising 
show of nonparti-
sanship, everyone 
agrees on the  
undeniable  
attractiveness of a 
ripping tele chick.

*In fact, it’s one of the few growing segments of the industry. Participation in telemark skiing  
has doubled over the past five seasons. Alpine skiing saw little change over the  

same period, according to the 2012 SIA Snowsports Participation Study.


