
CMYK

CMYK

Sou
Tex

my

.co
m

Sou
Tex

.co
mDidn’t receive your 

paper? Want to place 
an ad, or a letter to the 

editor? Contact us at 
361-358-2550.

Recently Posted  
videos - Online nOw!

OBITS:  Garcia, Johnson, Morrow, Romero, Ross. 2A INSIDE: Angel Care is city, county EMS provider. 3A

What’s happen-•	
ing this weekend. 
it’s a rodeo and 
things are gearing 
up saturday for 
the sunday show.

INSIDE
Junior Livestock and 
Homemakers Show 
special sale results. 

12A
A look back at the 

Livestock and Home-
makers Show 1B

Partly 
cloudy

SunnycloudyPartly 
cloudy

61 
45

68 
40

56
37

58 
37

TUEMONSUNSAT

  Vol. 123 — No. 83  Beeville, Texas Saturday, Feb. 13, 2010 Three Sections,  36 Pages   75¢

a day of ups & downs

By GARY KENT
Bee-Picayune staff

A 39-year-old Beeville 
man faces a possible life 
sentence if he is convict-
ed of the more serious of 
four counts cited in an 
indictment returned last 
Thursday.

According to Detective 
Lt. Rene Guerrero of 
the Beeville Police 
Department, Frank 
DeLeon Jr. was accused 
of two counts of sexual 
assault of a child and 
two counts of prohibited 
sexual conduct, all stem-
ming from an Aug. 17, 
2009, incident involving 
a girl under the age of 
17.

The indictment alleges 

that the victim was a 
close relative of the 
defendant.

The first two counts 
were enhanced from 
second to first degree 
felonies, punishable by 
prison terms of up to 99 
years or life and fines of 
$10,000.

The two counts of pro-
hibited sexual conduct 
were enhanced from 
third degree felonies to 
second degree felonies, 
which could get the 
defendant a prison terms 
of 20 years and $10,000 
fines for each count.

Each of the charges 
was enhanced because 

Champion riders 
& buckin’ bulls

Grand jury

Do you have a suggestion that 
would improve the city parks?

By GARY KENT
Bee-Picayune staff

Architects from Gignac and Associates 
of Corpus Christi asked members of 
the Beeville Parks and Recreation 
Commission to increase efforts to pre-
pare lists of amenities they feel are 
needed in city parks.

Raymond Gignac and Carolyn James 
said they need to have that information 
within weeks if they are going to meet a 
May 31 deadline for getting the master 

plan to the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department in Austin in time for consid-
eration for the July 31 grant application 
deadline.

James said the firm was about two-
thirds complete in its inventory of exist-
ing facilities in the city’s parks. But she 
and Gignac need to know what addi-
tional facilities need to be considered for 
the parks in the future.

Deadline 
to offer 
ideas is 
almost 

here

Beeville man, 39, 
indicted on charges 
of sexual assault of 
a juvenile relative

Jason Collins photo

Cryslan Brady gives it her all Thursday afternoon as she and 
the other Pettus youngsters practiced for the Lil’ Britches Buck-
Out Saturday in Beeville.

Jones JV soccer teams split with 
the Pleasanton Eagles

By JASON COLLINS
Bee-Picayune staff

The elementary stu-
dents at Pettus bucked 
on stick bulls and roped 
the horns of model bulls.

It wasn’t a real rodeo 
but these kids rode and 
roped with the enthusi-
asm of even the best of 
the seasoned cowboys.

Kries Chapa, with 
Moon River Marketing 
and Event Planning, 
along with rodeo cham-
pion Ardie Maier and 
rodeo announcer Shane 
Burris, spent the past 
several days going from 
school to school meet-
ing the kids and holding 

these mini rodeos.
Chapa said that all 

the youth from the area 
are invited out to watch 
the Lil’ Britches Buck-
Out scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Saturday on the Tractor 
Supply parking lot in 
Beeville.

Helaping them will be 
the H-E-B Buddy mas-
cot.

“We have invited chil-
dren to join us... to show 
us how they ride their 
stick bulls,” Chapa said.

These little ones will 
show off their own buck-
ing style on the stick 
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By ERIC LATChAm
Bee-Picayune staff

Hunter Tomlin, sopho-
more at Pettus High 
School,  received the 
greatest athletic news 

of his budding career during his 
last class on Feb. 2. 

He learned that  he had been 
named to the Collin Street Bakery/
Texas Sports Writers Association 
Class A All-State Football Team 
as an honorable mention wide 
receiver. However, all that excite-
ment came to a crashing halt just 
six hours later.

Hunter was going up for a rou-
tine layup during warmups for his 
varsity basketball game against 
Woodsboro when he felt a pop in 
his left leg and came down on the 

Hunter Tomlin, sophomore at Pettus High School, has been 
named to the Collin Street Bakery/Texas Sports Writers 
Association Class A All-State Football Team as a wide receiver. 
Six hours later, he broke his leg playing basketball.

(See Tomlin, 6A)(See Rodeo, 7A)

(See City, 16A)

(See Villarreal, 16A)

Rodeo arrives this weekend
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“The primary issues in 
the commissioner, Pct. 
2 race are experience, 
integrity, job performance 
and accountability,” said 
Susan Stasny, announc-
ing her candidacy for Bee 
County commissioner, 
Pct. 2.  

“This is my 20th year as 
your commissioner, Pct. 2.  
I strive to work with all 
elected officials, depart-
ment heads and employ-
ees to make county gov-
ernment the best it can be 
with one of the lowest tax 
rates in the South Texas 
region,” Stasny said.

“I ask for your support 
for Susan Stasny and I 
ask for your vote for coun-
ty commissioner, Pct. 2 in 
the Republican primary 
on March 2 at your voting 
precinct.  For your conve-
nience, early voting will 
be held Feb. 16-26 at the 
courthouse.

“If you live in voting 
precincts 2, 5, 8, 11, 12, 
16 and 18, you have to 
ask for a Republican bal-
lot to have your voice 
heard with your vote for 
me,” Stasny said.

In touting her record, 
Commissioner Stasny 
pointed out she has saved 
Bee County taxpayers 
$26.5 million during her 
terms of office by serving 
as a:         

Leader in $4 million 
grant for restoration of the 
Bee County Courthouse;   

Leader in getting more 
than $2 million for the 
Community Center and 
five utility grants for  
wastewater and water 
in Pettus and additional 
upgrades to the El Oso 
water system that serves 
Pawnee; 

Leader on the negotiat-
ing team for $10.4 mil-
lion of new construction 
and upgrades at our local 
hospital at no cost to tax-
payers;    

Leader in getting 
$75,000 for new septic sys-
tems for Pawnee, Tuleta, 
Normanna, Mineral and 
Tulsita;

Leader in more than 
$10 million in water and 
sewer project grants for 
areas in Bee County;

Leader in interlocal 
agreements with the 
BDA, Beeville, Pettus and 
Pawnee ISDs to assist in 
paving and site work proj-
ects.

Commissioner Stasny 
has shown strong leader-
ship for economic devel-
opment by serving as a: 

Leader  in 2006 for 
the Beeville Main Street 
Designation through a 
competitive process with 
the Texas Historical 
Commission for down-
town revitalization;

Vice chairman, 2006 to 
present, of the Beeville 
Main Street Advisory 
Board that documented 
the flooding of downtown 
in 2006, which led to the 
recently completed major 
drainage project with 

TxDOT; 
Leader on the Hillside 

and Galloway Drive 
construction, utility 
and drainage project to 
improve accessibility to 
the hospital emergency 
room by working with 
the City of Beeville and 
TxDOT;   

Chairman of the local 
“Bee for the Max” in 1990 
which brought 800 jobs 
to Beeville by securing 
the McConnell Unit in a 
competitive process with 
TCDJ;  

Leader for the construc-
tion of  four-lane high-
ways for U.S. 59 and U.S. 
181 for 20 years; 

Former board member 
of the Bee Development 
Authority for eight years.  

Commissioner Stasny 
is a conservative voice 
for responsible leader-
ship on the Bee County 
Commissioners Court 
and has: 

Voted for what is hon-
est and fair for all citizens 
of Bee County.  “Using 
my integrity and prin-
ciples as a guide, I cast 
my votes the way I think 
the majority of my con-
stituents would with the 
same information and/or 
situation”;

Voted to keep the Bee 
County tax rate one of the 
lowest in South Texas.

Commissioner Stasny is 
an independent voter who 
acts in the best interests 
of Bee County and:

Opposed transferring 
$875,000 from the hos-
pital fund to balance the 
county’s 2006-07 budget;

Opposed the Perry 
Building lease, the con-
struction change orders 
and  prepayment of 
$340,000;

Opposed the  new Bee 
County Coliseum Arena 
construction due to lack 
of a viable business plan 
and failure to repair exist-
ing arena and pavilions.

Commissioner Stasny 
has shown strong leader-
ship in Precinct 2 and Bee 
County as a:

Coordinator with the 
road administrator in  
paving of 98% of all coun-
ty roads in Precinct 2; 

Leader of the Veteran’s 
Walk of Honor Committee 
for the Veteran’s Plaza 
adjacent to the Justice 
Center;  

Former board member 
of BCAA for five years. 
She assisted in increas-
ing   services to the poor, 
elderly and disabled by 
decreasing administra-
tive costs;

Leader in acquir-
ing Tyler School for the 
Head Start children and 
currently serves as the 
Commissioners Court’s 
liaison to the Head Start 
Policy Council;

Vice president of the 
Coastal Bend College 
Continuing Education 
Advisory Committee;

Board member/officer of 

the nine-county MH-MR 
board for 10 years;  

State board member 
of community MH-MR 
board for nine years.

Commissioner Stasny 
holds a bachelor of sci-
ence degree from the 
University of Houston. 
She taught five years in 
the Spring Branch ISD 
before moving with her 
family to Beeville in 1973.  
Her husband, Ron, is an 
attorney.  The Stasnys’ 
son, Joseph, married 
the former Robin Stone. 
They graduated from 
Texas A&M University- 
Corpus Christi and have 
three children in Beeville 
schools: Hannah, Joseph 
and Jacob.  The Stasnys’  
daughter, Jenna, gradu-
ated from the Special 
Education program at 
A.C. Jones High School. 
The Stasnys are members 
of St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church. 

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Susan 
Stasny Campaign, Dr. 
Lee Prowse, Treasurer, 
37 Encino Loma, Beeville, 
TX 78102.
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Stasny announces county 
commissioner re-election bid

Susan Stasney

same leg, crumpling to 
the floor in pain.

He initially thought he 
had torn his ACL, but 
after looking down and 
seeing a bump below his 
left kneecap, he knew 
something was wrong. 

“We weren’t paying 
attention (during warm-
ups) and some people told 
us ‘Hunter’s hurt’,” Traci 
Tomlin, Hunter’s mother, 
said. “We knew it was 
bad, but were really wor-
ried when people began 
mentioning career end-
ing.”

Pettus Athletic Director 
Stephen Marbach, who 
also serves as the head 
football and basketball 
coach, saw his star player 
on the ground.

“I thought, he’s going 
to get up, he’s a tough 
kid, but I knew when he 
didn’t, it wasn’t good,” 
Marbach said. “I had to 
separate myself from his 
injury (because there still 
was a game to be played), 
he needed to get to the 
hospital, so I told him, 
‘I love you and we’ll talk 
afterward.’”

The Pettus wide receiv-
er is the third player in 
Coach Marbach’s seven-
year tenure as head coach 
to receive all-state honors 
and also is the youngest. 

The speedy 5-10, 170-
pound pass receiver 
gained 901 yards and 
11 touchdowns for the 
Eagles last fall.

He also plays baseball, 
runs track and golfs for 
the school. 

“The greatest word to 
describe Hunter is poten-
tial,” Marbach said. “I 
feel that already at this 
point he is worth a look 
(to be recruited to play 
college football).”

That collegiate foot-
ball career rested on the 
severity of Hunter’s inju-
ry as four men had to 
carry him off the court. 
He was taken to Christus 
Spohn Hospital Beeville 
and diagnosed with a 
broken tibia, also fractur-
ing and dislocating one 
of his growth plates. He 
was then transferred by 
ambulance to Methodist 
Children’s Hospital in 
San Antonio, because of 
the growth plate concern, 
to have surgery.

“It was a crazy day 
that went from being 
happy to disappointing,” 
Hunter said. “I was really 
excited and told everyone 
(about making all-state) 
I knew.”

“I’ve never seen any-
thing go from that high to 
that low in the same day, 
athletically,” Marbach 
said. 

After surgery, Hunter 
got sick while in the hos-
pital. It appeared the 
15-year-old’s luck had 
run out. He had just bro-
ken his leg on the same 
day he found out he had 
received all-state hon-
ors. It seemed like things 
would not get better, but 
Hunter saw it different-
ly. 

“It could’ve been a lot 
worse. I can play football 
next year,” Hunter said. 
“Thank God.”

Luckily the way his leg 
broke, when set back in 
place during surgery, it 
fit back together like a 
puzzle with two screws. 
He was able to go home  
the day after his surgery 
and he is expected to 
make a full recovery in 
3-4 months. 

Hunter has a full leg 
neon green cast that runs  
from the ball of his foot to 
the upper thigh, accom-
panied with crutches and 
a walking boot. In about 
a month, he will lose the 
cast and continue his 
rehabilitation.

“When we heard he 
would be ready for foot-
ball season, it made us all 
sleep better,” Marbach 
said.

Hunter is not wasting 
any time. The day he went 
home he lifted weights. 
His coach expected noth-
ing less.

“Some kids you would 
worry about the all-state 
thing or injury, but I’m 
not worried about those 
things with Hunter 
because he’s focused and 
works so hard,” Marbach 
said. “When he is com-
peting at anything, he is 
trying to beat you.”

Since his injury, Hunter 
has received about 6,000 
text messages congratu-
lating him on his award 
and also checking to see 
how he is doing. He said 
he is thankful for all the 
people who have support-
ed him throughout this 
ordeal: the men who car-
ried him off the court; 
Coach Marbach, friends 
helping him stay current 
on his school work and 
his family. 

“I don’t have to worry 
about him, he’ll be 
ready (for football) and 
next week he’ll be back 
in class making A’s and 
B’s,” Marbach said. 

(Continued from 1A)

Tomlin expected to recover in 3-4 months

Celebrate Black History Month on 
Feb. 24 in the James R. Dougherty 
Student Center [SUB] from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. featuring poet Hope Aldridge, 
Rev. Eric Tarver and The Sounds of 

the Motor City, a Motown-era pre-
sentation. The event is free. For more 
information, contact Roxanne Aguirre 
at (361) 354-2721 or raguirre@coast-
albend.edu.

Black History Month: The Sounds of the Motor City


