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priorities. It teaches 
them about responsibility 
because they have some-
thing that depends on 
them.”

Megan Juranek of 
Beeville was one such 
youth who brought her 
heifer into the ring  for 
scrutiny by Swaner.

While she has been 
showing animals for nine 
years, those were all of 
the smaller variety, such 
as goats, rabbits and 
lambs.

“This is my first year 
showing heifers,” she 
said

It wasn’t until she won 
a calf scramble at a San 
Antonio rodeo a couple of 
years ago that she started 
with the bovines.

“It takes a lot of work,” 
she said as she poured 
feed into a bucket for 
her heifer, Bailey. “You 

have to work them twice 
a day.”

In the ring, she seemed 
calm as she controlled her 
heifer.

Ultimately she won a 
first in class and reserve 
champion.

Mandy Doreck was still 
in the ring — competing 
in the showmanship cat-
egory.

Judge Dennis Hale, 
an ag agent from Wilson 
County, was talking to 
each of the entrants cho-
sen for this part of the 
competition.

“The quality of the ani-
mal doesn’t matter,” he 
said after he was finished 
judging. “It is the quality 
of how well they present 
them.”

During the first part 
of the show, it is the ani-
mal which is judged — 
its form, muscle tone and 
walk. But here, it is the 

youngster who is scru-
tinized — how well he 
or she handles the ani-
mal and controls it in the 
ring.

Mandy won her age 
class in the showmanship 
category, which is partly 
do to her having 12 years 
experience at the show.

When she first started, 
her dad wasn’t sure she 
should be raising steers 
for the show.

“He wanted me to start 
out with a hog,” she said.

He relented and she 
entered the ring.

She has since shown 
hogs and, while she still 
shows steers, also will 
be entering a hog in the 
show this year.

She knows that raising 
steers is more expensive 
but it is her preference.

“Sure, it costs a lot of 
money, but doesn’t every-
thing?” she said.

Steers and heifers took to the arena Wednesday
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By Eric Latcham
Bee-Picayune staff

Man and ani-
mal alike 
found refuge 
from the tor-

rential rainfall in the 
Lucas-McNeill Pavilions 
on  Wednesday. 

Check-in for poultry, 
market goats, lambs, 
rabbits and hogs lasted 
from 3 to 7 p.m. on the 
Bee County Expo Center 
grounds. Bee County 
youths, some seasoned 
veterans and others rook-
ies, shared in the excite-
ment of watching all their 
hard work pay off. 

Vicki Foley, rabbit 
judge for the Bee County 
Junior Livestock Show, 

was impressed by the con-
testants ability to adapt 
to unexpected, adverse 
situations. 

“It’s hard to get the 
animals ready in weath-
er like this, but the kids 
have really done a good 
job,” Foley said. 

Newcomers were easily 
spotted as their animals 
walked them instead of 
vice versa, but excitement 
beamed from their faces. 

Ten-year-old Kaelyn 
Pilgrim, in her first year 
of showing, got her three 
goats, Lolli, Surprise and 
Paint, ready for their over-
night stay before judging 
begins Thursday.

“It’s a pretty good expe-

rience and I like to work 
with my goats,” Pilgrim 
said.

Others echoed the same 
sentiments and have 
grown attached to their 
animals. Though show-
ing them off is an excit-
ing time, most will miss 
the companions that they 
have been working with 
daily for several months.

Judging for poultry 
was Wednesday evening, 
rabbit, lambs and goats 
Thursday evening and 
hogs rounding up the ani-
mal judging on Friday 
morning. 

The awards luncheon 
is noon Saturday followed 
by the special sale at 2 
p.m. at the Expo Center.

Livestock show animals healthy despite the weather
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Cuatro Schauer has a little trouble getting his steer to cooperate during the judging of the Bee 
County Junior Livestock and Homemakers Show.

Bee County Junior Livestock and Homemakers Show
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Above,  Kacey 
Russell shows her 
lamb as her brother 
Colton’s is less 
cooperative. On left, 
Lane Rothlisberger 
gives pointers to 
Calleigh Jo Wright 
and Hunter Saenz 
on how to show 
a chicken. Below, 
Kelsey Martin and 
Shay Monson take 
a seat, enjoying 
time with their rab-
bits after check-in.
See more photos 
and videos online 
at www.mySouTex.
com.


