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By JASON COLLINS
Bee-Picayune staff

Paul Trautman has been 
studying the layout and con-
dition of the three Skidmore-
Tynan ISD campuses and 
believes that moving the ele-
mentary campus to a new loca-
tion would be the most via-
ble option to bring the school 
buildings up to modern expec-
tations.

Trautman, with Genesis 
Partnership, a Texas Association 
of School Administrators facili-
ties consultant, told trustees 
during Monday’s board meet-
ing that he also would rec-
ommend rebuilding the middle 
and high school into one or two 
campuses.

His report, given to trust-
ees earlier this year, said that 
Skidmore-Tynan High School 

and Elementary School are too 
old, too small and too costly to 
remodel and should be aban-
doned as soon as possible.

Under questioning by Rick 
Olivares, board president, 
Trautman also suggested that 
the trustees look at ways to 
stop cars from parking, or queu-
ing, along U.S. Highway 181 as 
they wait for students.

  Vol. 123 — No. 82  Beeville, Texas Wednesday, Feb. 10, 2010 Two Sections,  22 Pages   75¢

Consultant: S-T Elementary should be moved
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Joshua Rodriguez tries to corral his goat as the judges begin to examine each one during Friday’s Bee County Junior 
Livestock and Homemakers Show. See story and photo on Page 3A. More online at www.mySouTex.com.
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More money approved by Economic Improvement 
Corporation for downtown facade improvement
By GARY KENT
Bee-Picayune staff

Beeville Economic 
Improvement Corporation 
board members voted 
unanimously last 
Thursday to recommend 
that the City Council 
provide another $50,000 
to continue a facade 
improvement grant pro-
gram for businesses.

The vote came after the 
board approved funding 
for four of five business-

es which had requested 
grants.

T h e 
g r a n t s 
p r o v i d e 
a 50 
per cent 
match for 
what the 
business-
es spend 
on facade 
improve-
ments, up to $6,000.

Board members also 

approved allowing busi-
nesses which fall into 
the geographic area of 
the Beeville Main Street 
Program to continue 
receiving EIC grants as 
well.

Businesses in the down-
town area are eligible for 
similar funding, up to 
$5,000, in Tax Increment 
Finance District funds for 
facade improvements.

Board member Jessy 
T. Garza, who came up 

with the original facade 
grant idea, said the pro-
gram was intended only 
for businesses located 
outside the Main Street 
area. However, he said it 
was soon suggested that 
downtown businesses be 
allowed to “double up” by 
taking advantage of both 
programs and several had 
done so.

Of the five business-
es requesting facade 

Police tell the ins 
and outs of safety

By GARY KENT
Bee-Picayune staff

People attending 
the Crime Prevention 
Seminar at the Joe 
Barnhart Bee County 
Library the evening of 
Feb. 16 will have an oppor-
tunity to avoid becoming 
a victim.

Experts with 
the Beeville Police 
Department will provide 
tips on how to avoid iden-
tity theft, burglaries and 
thefts, according Police 
Chief Joe Treviño.

The seminar is expected 
to begin at 6:30 p.m. and 
last about two hours.

Treviño, however, is 
already providing some 
tips on how to prevent 
burglars from targeting 
one’s home.

With recent reports 
indicating that burglaries 

are on the rise here, the 
chief took the opportuni-
ty to comment on some 
burglary tips that have 
appeared on the Internet.

M o s t 
burglars 
probably 
w o u l d 
l o o k 
familiar 
to the 
v i c t i m , 
Treviño 
s a i d , 
because 
it is 
highly likely that he was 
just at the victim’s house 
delivering an appliance, 
painting the trim or clean-
ing the carpet.

The chief said even 
somebody who stops by 
and asks to use the bath-
room may be checking the 

Police Chief
Treviño

(See Skidmore-Tynan, 14A)

(See Tips, 14A)

Sheriff’s office 
getting high tech 
gear to fight crime
By ERIC LATCHAM
Bee-Picayune Staff

The Bee County 
Sheriff’s Office will soon 
be getting thermal imag-
ing cameras and in-car 
computers.

The $94,000 grant, 
approved Monday during 
Commissioners Court, 
will be part of the Border 
Star Technology Project. 
The grant must still be 
approved by the state.

Operation Border Star 
was created in 2007 by 
Gov. Rick Perry to increase 
law enforcement presence 
in rural counties near 

the Texas-Mexico border. 
Also the initiative awards 
grants to those sheriffs 
to purchase equipment 
and pay officers overtime 
in order to prevent crime 
along the border.

Sgt. Ronnie Jones pre-
sented information to 
County Judge David Silva 
and the four county com-
missioners, explaining  
what the grant money 
would go toward.

The grant proposal is 
for new equipment to help 
law enforcement keep 
up with new technology. 

(See County, 14A) (See Downtown, 3A)

Commissioners Court

Kung Fu & Qi 
Gong at the 
San Domingo 
Ranch

Crime prevention:
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Specifically the money 
will be used to purchase 
new computer systems 
which will be synced with 
the data records manage-
ment systems currently 
used at the sheriff’s office 
and mount them in all 
patrol vehicles.

“Basically what this 
does, it will keep deputies 
in the field,” Sgt. Jones 
said. 

This will allow deputies 
more time on patrol while 
also having the ability to 
file paperwork from their 
vehicles’ laptop that will 
use a wireless card.

The grant also would 
pay for two thermal imag-
ing devices to assist depu-
ties in search and rescue. 
These cameras will give 
law enforcement the abili-
ty to see suspects or rescue 
people, especially at night, 
because the device produc-
es a thermal image in real 
time from heat detected, 
which is then turned into 
an electrical signal. 

Sheriff Carlos Carrizales 
is excited about the pros-
pect of receiving this tech-

nology grant  and approv-
al of the proposal by the 
Commissioners Court 
because of the impact it 
will have on the depart-
ment’s ability to fight ever-
evolving crime.

“We may be a little 
behind (technologically) 
because the fact we are 
a small town,” Carrizales 
said. “We are always look-
ing to provide a better 
service, protection for the 
people of Bee County, and 
not doing it at the expense 
of local taxpayers is always 
a plus.”

Judge Silva echoed the 
thoughts of the sheriff.

“It’s hard for small-
er counties to keep up 
because it’s so expensive,” 
Silva said. “Whenever we 
can get grants, that makes 
it easier and helps us get 
the things that we need 
to get.”

Other items were on 
the agenda and all were 
approved by the court. 

An ad hoc committee for 
technology was sought out 
to help the county’s Web 
site run smoothly. After 

it was set up, there have 
been some problems not 
only with the Web site, 
but also with the county’s 
server.  The county does 
not have sufficient funds to 
hire a full-time IT person. 

According to the judge, 
the state and all the coun-
ties’ Internet carrier, 
e-mail service and website 
maintenance are run by 
the Austin-based compa-
ny, CIRA. Silva said that 
the main goal was to get 
the Bee County Web site 
up and running, but the 
long-term plan for the site 
was neglected. CIRA will 
be working with the coun-
ty and plans to fix the Web 
site. 

“I think this might have 
the greatest and longest 
lasting impact of all the 
items that we covered 
today,” the judge said. 

Other items included:
• A $7,689.33 increase 

to the Bee Community 
Action Agency’s Texas 
Department of Agriculture 
Home Delivered Meal 
Grant Program budget for 
personnel.  

contents of the house and 
taking inventory of televi-
sions, electronics, jewelry, 
guns or other items that 
can easily be sold to raise 
cash.

If someone is in your 
house without being 
supervised, as in using 
the bathroom, you might 
want to check the win-
dows after he leaves. 
He may have left one 
unlocked so he can return 
when you’re gone.

Expensive toys left in 
the driveway may tip off 
a potential burglar to 
what kind of nice things 
he may find inside when 
you are gone. Toys could 
also suggest to the would-
be burglar what kind of 
gaming systems might be 
inside.

The chief confirmed 
that piled up newspapers 
in the driveway, adver-
tising fliers on the front 
door, leaves on the front 
porch for days, or a full 
mailbox also are signs to 
a would-be burglar that 
no one has been home in 
days.

Treviño said people 
who plan to be out of town 
should have someone 
stop by the house daily 
to pick up newspapers, 
take the fliers off the door 
and make the place look 
inhabited.

Another mistake people 
make is locating an alarm 
control pad in the open 
where someone walking 
by can see if it is set.

Also, an alarm system 
without a backup battery 
to keep it operating in the 
event of a power failure is 
an invitation for a burglar 
to strike.

The chief warned that 
if someone knocks and 
you answer the door to 
find a stranger asking for 
directions or offering to 
do some odd job around 
the house, call police. He 
may be checking to see if 
anyone is home.

Any good security com-
pany will put motion 
detectors and alarm sen-
sors on all floors and on 
all windows, even the 
small window over the 
sink, Treviño said.

Also, burglars will 
dump your dresser draw-
ers, your bedside table, 
the medicine cabinet and 
they will look under your 

bed and overturn your 
mattress.

But burglars like to get 
in and get out of some-
one’s home in a hurry. For 
that reason, they might 
not go into a child’s room 
looking for valuables – 
unless the child is older 
and may have a television 
or a gaming system in the 
room.

In some recent burglar-
ies in Beeville, the thief 
hit only the older child’s 
room and took a gaming 
system.

Safes are a good place 
to put valuables, the chief 
confirmed. But if the safe 
is not anchored to the 
floor or the wall, the bur-
glar will simply take it 
with him.

It is true that a loud 
television or radio playing 
may be a better deterrent 
to a burglar than the best 
alarm system.

For just a few dollars, 
home owners can buy 
timers to turn lights, tele-
visions and radios on and 
off while the occupant is 
away from home.

If a burglar is not sure 
the occupants are gone, 
he won’t risk trying to get 
inside.

Burglars will disguise 
themselves as meter 
readers, yard work-
ers or anything else to 
avoid standing out in a 
neighborhood. And they 
hate noisy dogs and nosy 
neighbors. Treviño urged 
people to encourage their 
neighbors to keep watch 
on their homes when they 
are gone and for people 
to do the same for their 
neighbors.

If you hear a suspicious 
noise near your home, do 
not hesitate to walk out-
side and investigate.

A burglar rarely wor-
ries about breaking a win-
dow to get inside a home. 
Although most neighbors 
will stop and listen when 
they hear one loud noise, 
they usually will go back 
to what they were doing if 
they do not hear another 
noise.

Keep front doors and 
blinds closed in the eve-
nings. Burglars love to 
walk neighborhoods and 
look inside to see if peo-
ple have new, flat panel 
televisions, fancy sound 
systems or expensive 

furniture. Never post on 
Facebook or other net-
working pages or mention 
to people if strangers are 
around that you will be 
out of town at a certain 
time.

Cracking a window 
during the day to let in 
a little fresh air is sim-
ply an invitation to some 
thieves. If an intended 
victim fails to answer a 
knock on the door, a bur-
glar may just walk inside. 
It could be that someone 
left and forgot to lock the 
door.

Locally, victims often 
have reported their purs-
es being stolen from their 
kitchen tables while they 
are in another part of the 
house. Sometimes they 
heard a noise but they 
never stopped what they 
were doing to investigate.

Treviño said one of the 
mistakes he has seen 
too many times is people 
leaving expensive items 
like purses, cameras, cel-
lular phones and other 
things out in the open in 
their cars.

He said when he was a 
patrolman, he would be 
called to investigate an 
auto burglary in a public 
parking lot and he would 
look in the other vehi-
cles around the victim’s 
car and see purses left in 
every one of them.

Many victims of auto 
burglaries in Beeville 
were people who pulled 
up to the curb or into 
a driveway, got out and 
ran inside a home for a 
few minutes and left a 
purse, a wallet or some 
other valuable in plain 
sight in an unlocked car. 
When they got back min-
utes later, the items were 
gone.

Valuable items left 
even in a locked vehicle 
should be put in the trunk 
or under a seat, out of 
sight. And when you lock 
a purse in a trunk, look 
around first to make sure 
no one is watching.

Preventing thefts and 
burglaries is easy, if the 
intended victims are 
aware of what they are 
doing and using common 
sense.

Those tips and more 
will be offered at the Feb. 
16 seminar. 

Treviño is urging every-
one to be there.
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“That queuing on 
the highway has been 
addressed several times 
and I have not been happy 
yet,” Olivares said. He 
additionally recommended 
the closing or limiting of 
traffic on North 10th Street 
and West Walton Street as 
both of these intersect the 
campuses.

The recommendation 
of redoing the Skidmore-
Tynan campuses came 
about after an extensive 
study of the area which 
looked at not only the 
buildings but how well 
they work to the benefit of 
the teachers and students.

“Your library would be 
adequate for one school, 
not three,” Trautman said. 
Likewise, sharing a cafete-
ria is cheaper than build-
ing two new ones but it 
means a longer lunch span 
because so many youths 
from the three schools use 
the building.

“Shared facilities become  
problematic,” he said.

Classroom size was 
another issue addressed 
by Trautman.

“The classroom build-

ings at the high school and 
elementary school are edu-
cationally and economical-
ly obsolete,” he said.

Given current teaching 
methods of using smaller 
group work, classrooms 
need to average about 900 
square feet. Many of the 
rooms in the district build-
ings fall below this and 
the state standard of 700 
square feet.

“Ninety percent (of the 
rooms) are smaller than 
the state minimum,” he 
said, reminding trustees 
that this state standard 
was created well after the 
buildings were construct-
ed. “The original compo-
nents range between 23 
and 56 years old with an 
average of 44 years old... 
They don’t lend themselves 
to cost-effective fixing.”

Some buildings, he 
said, are just old and need 
replacing.

“The old gym is a 
health and safety issue,” 
Trautman said, speaking 
specifically about the lack 
of adequate heating and 
air conditioning.

Trautman said that he 
understands and remem-
bers the time period when  

this building was built. 
The modern convenience 
of a constant temperature 
wasn’t common. But cen-
tralized air and heat are 
now the norm.

“The building doesn’t 
work with the physical 
characteristics of our cur-
rent population,” he said.

Trautman told the trust-
ees that they should look 
25 years in the future when 
designing the schools — 
and build for the expected 
growth in enrollment.

STISD’s student popu-
lation grew from 689 in 
2000-01 school year to 772, 
a number which doesn’t 
include the new prekin-
dergarten class, in the 
2009-10 school year, and 
is projected to grow to 868 
students by 2019-20.

“Most Texas State Data 
Center scenarios show 
that Bee County will grow 
in the next 20 years and 
then stabilize and possibly 
decline slowly,” Trautman 
said. “The site should be 
master planned for 15 to 
25 years for intermediate 
and long-term use before 
a replacement school is 
built.”

(Continued from 1A)

(Continued from 1A)

(Continued from 1A)

Skidmore-Tynan trustees told to look at 
future growth before making changes

Tips offered by police department 
to prevent home, auto burglaries

County commissioners approve 
plans to fix their Web site

Karmen Perez 
helps out little 
Leighan Gomez 
while Brian Del 
Barrio picks out 
some glitter for 
his Valentine’s 
Day card during 
craft day at the 
Joe Barnhart Bee 
County Library 
on Saturday 
afternoon.
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