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Dave Moore Ford 
Mercury celebrated 25 
years of service as a Ford 
Mercury dealer on Dec. 
10, 2009. 

Ford Credit Business 
Development Manager 
Leo Schumacher hosted 
a luncheon for the entire 
Dave Moore Ford Mercury 
staff in honor of the deal-
ership’s achievement. 

Moore  said that during 

his 25 years of business, 
they have sold approxi-
mately 31,300 new and 
used cars and trucks. 

Moore purchased the 
dealership on the corner 
of U.S. Highway 59 and 
Business 181 in 1984 from 
Charles Hunt after nearly 
75 years of selling Ford 
and Mercury vehicles 
there. Moore’s tenure now 
marks that Ford-Mercury 

transactions have taken 
place in the same location 
for more than 100 years. 

Moore expressed his 
gratitude to Ford Motor 
Company and Ford Credit 
for all their support over 
the years, as well as to his 
staff and loyal custom-
ers, and said he is looking 
forward to the next 25 
years. 

The program receives 
funding by capturing 
the amount of property 
taxes that increase over 
the rate collected when 
the district was formed. 
The district includes the 
entire downtown area and 
some outlying 
property near 
downtown.

Montez said 
the district has 
been collect-
ing $50,000 to 
$60,000 a year 
lately and col-
lections so 
far this year 
indicate that 
the TIF fund 
can expect to 
receive about 
that much income again 
this year.

“I think we should be 
okay,” Montez told board 
members.

The director explained 
that the city would be 
using Texas Capital Fund 
grant money to finance 
much of the work on St. 
Mary’s Street.

Ginter said the city is 
prepared to obtain bids 
for the West Bowie Street 
sidewalk work sometime 
next month and seek bids 
from contractors in early 
March. He said work 
should be able to begin on 
that project by late March 
or early April.

Sidewalks along the 

200 block of West Bowie, 
where extensive renova-
tion of the historic build-
ings there has been under-
way, will be replaced.

Board members heard 
Beeville Main Street 
Manager Michelle Wright 
explain plans to provide 

plants for 
the islands 
along North 
Washington 
Street. She 
also is inter-
ested in hav-
ing irrigation 
e q u i p m e n t 
connected to 
existing water 
lines inside 
the islands.

Wright said 
city workers 

had told her they could do 
the job and save the cost 
of hiring a contractor.

Montez suggested that 
the city could get an irri-
gation contractor to tell 
crews what needs to be 
done.

The director said 
the TIF has budgeted 
$45,000 for that project 
and another $40,000 to 
fund a Main Street busi-
ness facade improvement 
grant program.

Montez said $5,000 
already had been set aside 
for facade improvements 
to the Schulz and Wroten 
Pharmacy building in 
the 100 block of North 
Washington Street.

Board member Dave 
Moore agreed with Ginter 
that it might be time for 
the TIF board to consider 
a new plan for improve-
ments in the downtown 
area. Then board mem-
ber Louise Hall suggest-
ed that the board con-
sider improvements to 
the alley between North 
Washington and North 
St. Mary’s Streets.

“You mean the alley 
outside the window of my 
office?” Ginter asked.

Wright suggested that 
the board could consider 
funding some additional 
improvements around 
the Depot Pavilion in 
the parking lot west of 
the 300 block of North 
Washington Street.

She was interested in 
putting some benches 
and some decorative lamp 
posts there.

Board members also 
asked about a possible 
maintenance contract 
they had discussed with 
the owner of a nursery 
for planters and islands 
in the downtown area. 
Wright said she would 
check on the status of 
that agreement.
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Leo Schumacher, Ford Credit business development manager (right), presents the 25th Anniversary 
Award to Dave Moore, dealer principal (center), as his wife, Janis (left), looks on.

Moore celebrates 25-year anniversary

Sidewalk renovation could 
begin as early as late March

Montez

By GARY KENT
Bee-Picayune staff

Members of the Beeville 
Economic Improvement 
Corporation board of 
directors will entertain 
requests from business-
es interested in grants 
to help pay for facade 
improvements when they 
meet at City Hall at 5:30 
p.m. Thursday.

The program, initiated 
by the EIC about a year 
ago, provides 50 percent 
matches for business 
front improvements, up 
to $6,000.

EIC board members 
are expected to consid-
er requests for grants 
from Fuller Tractor 
Co., Anytime Fitness 
Center, Silva’s Insurance, 
Business Express and 
Saenz Western Wear.

EIC board members 
voted to offer the assis-
tance to local businesses 
after a similar program, 
initiated by the Beeville 
Main Street Program, 
proved highly popular.

The Main Street 

Program facade grants 
were funded by money 
generated by the Beeville 
Tax Increment Finance 
District.

Money from the EIC 
program is available to 
businesses located outside 
the downtown area and 
those funds come from 
the city’s half-cent sales 
tax for economic develop-
ment efforts.

Board members also 
are expected to discuss 
and possibly approve an 

extension of the facade 
grant program.

Also, board President 
Jody Alaniz probably 
will appoint subcommit-
tees to study and make 
recommendations on 
other requests for facade 
grants from B-Paleteria, 
Blant Miller, CPA and 
Cloverleaf Printing.

The board is expected 
to discuss and possibly 
approve a budget for the 
2009-10 fiscal year and 
to consider a request for 
$5,000 in funds for the 
Main Street Program.

That request is in addi-
tion to an earlier request 
for $20,000 intended to 
help fund the Main Street 
effort.

EIC board to consider 
facade grant requests

(Continued from 1A)

Quick info
What: Grant 

requests for build-
ing storefront 
improvements

When: 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday

Where: City 
Hall
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