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It is not just the perfect setting and location that 
makes stay at Chitvan Jungle Lodge in Kanha 
National Park an unforgettable experience. It is 
also the warmth of people working behind and 
personalised hospitality that does the trick. 

By Nidhi Raj Singh

A
s we drove to the resort from 
Jabalpur Airport (200 km), I was 
wondering about its name that 
sounded rustic and ancient. I was 
warmly welcomed by Ashwani 

Agarwal, General Manager of the resort and staff. 
After refreshing welcome drink, I was ushered to 
my room. I was pleasantly surprised to step into 
the room that was a beautifully-appointed suite, 
complete with a terrace-balcony, a living room, 
bedroom with large French window that run from 
floor to ceiling, even a walk-in closet. I was feeling 
almost like a princess in my own right.

Once on my own, I could not stop myself from 
admiring the property, sprawled across 14 acres 
of area overlooking forested landscape. As I was 
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also informed later that the resort touches the 
boundaries of both buffer and core areas of Kanha 
National Park.

I headed for my lunch to the restaurant by the 
pool and chose to sit in the open under the warm 
February sun. The staff was more than happy to 
serve me there. I enjoyed the view of the pool as 
well as the organic garden while having my food. 
Agarwal informed me that they change the cuisine 
with every meal so that their guests can enjoy a 
wide array of flavours even in midst of the jungle.  
Having the sumptuous food, this time south Indian 
fare, I totally forgot that I was actually in middle of 
a jungle. I asked the meaning of the Chitvan and 
Agarwal answered it for me, “The word is made 
of two Hindi words, chitt meaning mind or inner 
self and van meaning forest. So, the underlying 
concept and philosophy of life at Chitvan are about 
channelising ones mind to become one with 
nature.” Impressive! Each corner of the resort 
actually spelled this philosophy. 

In the evening, I was ready to take a tour of 
the property. My suite was one of the 18 luxurious 
suites, each offering views of adjoining forest, farm 
and hills. The theme running for each room is 
inspired by five elements of nature, i.e. agni (fire), 
prithvi (earth), jal (water), vayu (wind) and akash 
(ether). Sitting in the balcony after my meal, I could 
imagine a private candle lit dinner that couples 

could enjoy there. The organic farm caught me by 
surprise. As Agarwal introduced every plant, herb 
and tree, I was amazed to see that there is actually 
a mosquito-repellent tree and that odomos (a 
mosquito-repelling cream) is made of the bark of 
a plant! The farm has herbs such as sweet basil 
(tulsi) that I chanced to taste too and was informed 
that artificial sweeteners made of these are safer. 
Others included neem, ginger, jatropha, anjir, 
harra, and many fruit bearing trees. The kitchen 
here uses fresh produce from this farm and one 
can choose their own ingredients rather than 
having to eat a fixed menu. At the end of the tour 
I was reminded of two invitations. First, a special 
performance by the Baiga tribe before dinner and 
my safari drive early next morning. 

When I reached the open courtyard, I saw 
tribesmen, women and children preparing for 
their performance. They were beautifully dressed 
in colourful traditional attire and jewellery, all 
handcrafted and hand-made. Their performance 
was not one of deliberate efforts; I realised that 
they were genuinely enjoying it. A large group 
staying at the resort, from a multi-national 

company based out of Pune, shortly joined in with 
them and later clicked like hundreds photographs 
with them. I noticed a young tribal man peeping 
in cameras to see how he looked and smile 
everytime. Later, a hearty dinner complete with 
barbeque was awaiting us. I was allowed to go to 
the kitchen to thank the chef for scooping out a 
wonderful meal in midst of the forest. Hats off!  

Next morning I was given a wake up call and 
before I could think, my tea was right in front of 
my eyes. A complete delight! I was introduced 
to my naturalist, Sanjay and driver Sillu, duo 
that spotted a tigress with two cubs a day ago. 
I grinned! For morning drives, gate opens at 
6.15am and you can be inside the park till 12. This 
is what makes Kanha unique. It may be spread 
in a large area, around 1,945 square km but also 
allows visitors to soak in the wild beauty for a 
longer duration. On our way inside the jungle, 
Sanjay introduced me to all kinds of flora and fauna 
of Kanha. This national park is nestled in Maikal 
Hills of the Satpuras and spread over two revenue 
districts – Mandla and Balaghat. Kanha was 

Looking at smiling faces of local people, 
i realised that the group is actually 
passionate about the cause of community
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declared a reserve forest in 1879 and notified as 
a wildlife sanctuary in 1933. Its status was further 
upgraded to a national park in 1955.

As we entered the reserve, we crossed long 
stretches of open grasslands called meadows 
where herds of chitals or spotted deer were 
grazing, stopping to look up every time a vehicle 
would stop to take their photograph. Next was 
sambhar deer from close distance, the largest 
of the deer species. We were lucky enough to 
see a female trying to pluck leaves from a branch 
above its head by actually standing on its hind legs. 
That was a treat. We also spotted swamp deers, 
barasingha, barking deer, common langur and wild 
boars as well as some rare species of birds. We 
saw spotted owl sitting inside a tree trunk hole 
with eyes closed, eagle pair calling out to each 
other and painted storks near watering hole. But, 
the best was two male peacocks showing off their 
beautiful eye-spotted tails to peafowls. Evenings 
are the best time for bird watching especially 
near water bodies, so do not forget to pack your 
binoculars. Visitors are allowed to have freshen 
up and have their breakfast during morning drives. 
I enjoyed a great breakfast spread that Sanjay 
and Sillu magically presented before me.  After 
breakfast, we set off for our journey again in search 
of the royal kingdom and its king. We could not 
spot the tiger till the very end. Tracking tigers in 
India is a different ball game. You feel a part of 
the whole camaraderie. Naturalists and guide try 
to carefully listen and follow alarm calls made by 
herbivores, especially sambhar deer, barking deer 
and monkeys. We also tracked some pug-marks 

and followed alarm calls only to wait for minutes 
that passed like hours. My naturalist Sanjay was 
getting more worried than I was. The almighty 
listened to my payers and his too. On cue of 
alarm calls coming from a spot, we stationed our 
vehicle at the dirt track. They seemed restless 
and concentrating at the same time, I was the 
only one clueless. And then there it was. The 
growling sound of a tigress calling out to her 
babies! My blood almost curdled. I clutched my 
camera as it was my dear life. She came out first, 
the mother looking intensely at the vehicles and 
once directly into my eyes. I froze! She sniffed and 
calculated the situation. I was still frozen. She called 
very lovingly to her cubs who came out almost 
tumbling after her. They seemed as uncomfortable 
in presence of vehicles, as rest of us. A tigress is 
most unpredictable when she is with her cubs. It 
dawned upon me to take some photographs and 
I pressed the button lightly once. The zoom and 
click sound did not bother her. And I thank all gods 
I knew that instance. Mother and cubs hurriedly 
crossed the track and vanished. The alarm calls of 
langoors and deer followed them for a long time, 
telling us where they went. And I breathed, finally!

Sanjay informed that the season had been 
good in terms of tiger’s population as many healthy 
cubs have joined their mothers. 

I came back to the resort happy with my drive 
and caught sight of some photographs neatly tucked 
on a soft board outside the restaurant. There were 
happy pictures of children studying in classroom, 
working together in farm, women getting organic 
cooking tips from chef and many more. Agarwal 

informed me that as a part of corporate social 
responsibility, they educate children and adults 
from nearby villages and help to rehabilitate 
tribesmen by offering them jobs in resort. They 
also educate children from local community 
about why tourists come to visit national park and 
tigers, why is it important to conserve our forest 
and animal species including tigers. We planned 
for a trip to the nearby village for a closer look. 
The villagers were clearly in love with the resort 
staff, especially Ashwani Agarwal. Looking at the 
smiling faces of those people, I realised that it 
was not some formality but the group that has 
resorts in other national parks too in India, were 
carrying out but were actually passionate about 
the cause. Agarwal also added that recently the 
PUG Audit team, on behalf of TOFT, UK audited 
their carbon footprints and awarded Chitvan 
operations with a PUG rating of ‘Outstanding 
Practice’ in accommodation provider section. I was 
not surprised. Their conservation, sustainability and 
education practices are not only giving hope to local 
community of a better tomorrow but also allowing 
guests to witness the other side of luxury that 
they experience at Chitvan. They can experience 
something much more than just wildlife tourism. I 
was clearly one of them. 

Chitvan Jungle Lodge
Village Samnapur, Post Mukki
Kanha National Park, Tehsil Baihar 
District Balaghat, Madhya Pradesh
Website: www.chitvan.com

Tarot Travel
Poonam Sethi

(PoonamSethi27@Hotmail.com)

CANCeR 
(June 22 - July 21)

A short trip will change things for the better 
and you will soon travel for health reasons. You 
may have unwanted delays due to reservations 

or tickets.

LeO 
(July 22 - August 21)

A plan or rendezvous will be temporarily 
postponed due to time consuming work schedule or 
legal matter. You may make the same trip twice over 

for commitments.

TAURUS 
(April 22 – May 21)

You will have an 
unexpected diversion in your 
original plans and will go on a 
business and a shopping trip. 
You could also make plans to 

travel but may postpone.

GeMiNi 
(May 22 – June 21)
You will be contemplating 

a move to a new area or state 
and may have to change or 

rearrange your plans. A sudden 
short vacation will come up 
within a couple of weeks.

CANCeR 
(June 22 - July 21)

A short trip will change 
things for the better and you 

will soon travel for health 
reasons. You may have 
unwanted delays due to 
reservations or tickets.

ViRGO 
(August 22 – September 21)

You will travel for work, 
pleasure or a journey to 

home. This also indicates that 
a problem concerning travel 
arrangements will be settled 

in a positive way. 

LiBRA 
(September 22 – October 21)

Because you have been 
extremely busy and are 
in need of rest, you will 

postpone activities regarding 
travel to another day.

SCORPiO 
(October 22 – November 21)

Your car will be in need of 
repairs or you may decide to 
change your vehicle. You will 

soon visit someone out of town 
that could be an old friend. 

SAGiTTARiUS 
(November 22 – December 21)

A new idea or plan will be 
implemented and you will want 
to relocate. Expect a slight delay 
in travel plans. You may start to 

go then have to wait.

CAPRiCORN 
(December 22 – January 21)

A short trip will prove to 
be a very beneficial because 
you will inadvertently meet 
a new admirer or one who 
will help you in your work.

LeO 
(July 22 - August 21)
A plan or rendezvous will 

be temporarily postponed 
due to time consuming work 
schedule or legal matter. You 

may make the same trip twice 
over for commitments.

AQUARiUS 
(January 22 – February 21)

A change of residence 
can be seen. You will take 

an unexpected or out of the 
ordinary trip and there will be 

hurdles in travel.
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