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Durham’s Finest
The time came again for the Bull City’s 

finest youngsters to flaunt their art — and 

what better location than at N.C. Central 

University?

The NCCU Art Museum started the year 

with kiddie joy, showcasing the work of 

Durham’ s elite young artists, in an exhibit 

called “Durham’s Finest” in August2010.The 

annual exhibit showcased the eclectic, the 

reflective, the playful and the downright 

crafty art of K-12 students from Durham 

schools.

“Durham’s Finest” has been exhibiting at 

NCCU for more than 30 years.“ Each school 

screened the work of tis students and 

selected four works,” said Kenneth Rodgers, 

director of the NCCU Art Museum.In all, 45 

schools participated.

According to Rodgers, this year’s 

submissions took a new direction.“ This year 

we had fewer three-dimensional pieces. Of 

the three-dimensional piece that we had, 

they were outstanding examples,” he said.

“This year at the elementary level, we had 

a second grader whose natural design 

instincts were far beyond her years,” said 

Rodgers.“ She demonstrated something 

that clearly one cannot teach. She had an 

ability with color and the manipulation of 

textures that was simply off the charts.”

The middle school winner, Itzel Castro, a 

seventh grader from Chewning Middle 

School, used watercolors to create “ Sublime 

Transformations,” which depicts a girl sitting 

on a green mountain and greeted by a 

blackbird on her knee as her hair blows in 

the wind.

The high school winner,“ Father & Son,” 

by Durham School of Arts 10th grader 

Courtney Jacobs, struck all with its mind 

tricking work. The piece used pencil strokes 

so smooth that it could easily be mistaken 

for a snapshot.

“She elected to do what I would call a 

double portrait of her father and his 

offspring. It has a photographic quality,” 

said Rodgers. “Again, those are qualities that 

one can certainly not teach. As I think about 

that piece, it clearly shows that that bond 

between a father and son is unshakeable. 

That’s not an easy thing to do, especially 

with the medium of a pencil.”

“Every kid should have the opportunity 

to express themselves,” Rodgers added. “ 

The creative impulse is something that is 

beneath, is something that everyone has. 

We never know how high an individual can

reach when encouraged.”

(Originally published in the Campus Echo)

Mandela
When most people think of Nelson 

Mandela, they may associate words like 

South Africaand apartheid.  But few may 

know that Nelson Mandela is also an artist.

During early September, 2010, North 

Carolina Central University’s art museum 

hosted an exhibit entitled “Spirit of 

Freedom: Drawings and Narrative from 

Nelson Mandela Imprisonment at Robben 

Island.”

The exhibit featured about 20 sketches 

of various views of Robben Island where 

Mandela spent 18 out of 27 years in prison.

“It has been such a great turn-out,” said 

Christine Perry, an art production specialist.

“The first day of the exhibit I put out 100 

brochures. After they ran out I began to 

put batches of 50 out; now I am on my fifth 

batch,” she said.

The lithographs placed in the museum 

are owned by CBC President and CEO Jim 

Goodman who loaned them to NCCU for 

the art exhibit.

“It’s stuff that I have never seen before” 

said sophomore Tameeka Bullock, an early 

childhood education major.

In 2002, Mandela was inspired to draw his 

collection to raise money for to support the 

fight against AIDS/ HIV.

Mandela received tutoring in art from 

Varenke Pascke, a young contemporary 

South African artist who trained Mandela in 

the use of color and composition.

“It has been a phenomenal exhibit; it 

has been a steady visitorship since it has 

opened,” said Kenneth Rodgers, director of 

the NCCU Art Museum.

“The students are excited and interested. I 

haven’t seen this [reaction] in a while,” he 

said.

“I think people are amazed to learn Nelson 

Mandela made art. This exhibit as been 

hugely successful for us.”

The exhibit also includes Mandela’s 

narratives that explain his experiences at 

Robben Island.

“In the narrative that accompanies the 

pieces, you can see there is no hint of 

bitterness,” said Rogers. “Not many people 

have that level of forgiveness.”

(Originally published in the Campus Echo)


