
Jennifer Livingston
Chieftain Staff

Pat O’Neill is easily recognized on cam-
pus by his polka dot hat and the writing 
holster attached to his hip. 
A retired GCC instructor he continues to 
teach an English course each semester. 
Recently Pat gave a poetry reading at 
Taconelli’s in Ironwood. His intentions 
were to raise money for the children 
programs at the Ironwood Carnegie 
Library. 
“Creativity is essential art form that is 
being lost in the factory line institutions 
of today” he says. 
Opportunities to explore the arts are 
limited in this area. Pat makes you laugh 
at his stories even warning of a mischie-

vous toilet on the campus that will give 
the men a shower if they do not jump 
away in time. He’ll leave you in silence 
and awe as he recites his verses, show-
ing you the beauty of the literary world.
Mind you that Pat’s goals are much 
more than to amuse or raise money. He’s 
trying to engage your mind, pushing 
you to do things that make you afraid.  
Pointing out that if you spend your day 
in mindless tasks you are no longer 
living. Fear proves that you are on the 
right track and are indeed living. 
Many have been inspired by Pat over 
the years including my own father. 
Growing up I was impressed by the sto-
ries of an instructor who encouraged his 
students to go back to their childhood.  
To focus on a time when they wrote for 
the pure love of writing and not for an 
assignment or grade. Pat would be the 
first one to give you a high five for a C- 
if it meant being true to yourself and not 
a mindless drone.
Children do not need these kinds of 

encouragements or reminders. 
“Children embody what adults have 
lost” says Pat.  
A light shines brightly in children but, 

that light has gone out by the time many 
of his students reach him.
 “I’m driven by guilt. I love children. 
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Pat O’Neill tries to ‘engage your mind’

Geneva Cummons
Assistant Editor

Nicole Ellet-Petersen has the two major 
requirements for being a professor here 
at GCC. First, she’s a “Yooper” and sec-
ond, she’s a huge Packers fan. 
Petersen is the new English instruc-
tor and we are very lucky to have her 
because she didn’t always want to be an 
English teacher. As a freshman in col-
lege, her initial choice of major was law; 

however, she decided English interested 
her more and pursued the path to be-
coming an English instructor. 
She started her work off at Bay College 
in Escanaba, Michigan working in the 
TRiO program as an adjunct teacher; she 
also managed the writing center. About 
a year ago, she moved to Ashland with 
her husband and their three kids and 
continued to teach online classes with 
Bay College. 
When asked why she quit teaching 
online Petersen replied, “I missed the 
campus life. Online courses don’t allow 
you to get to know your students like I 
had been.” 
Thus, she started at GCC. Currently, 
Petersen teaches Speech 105 and English 
100 and will be teaching literature next 

semester. 
Her main focus is to be able to teach 
writing courses.
“I am very interested in being able to 
teach writing development,” she said. 
“I like to help students become better 
writers and be comfortable with their 
writing.” 

Along with teaching writing courses, 
Ellet-Petersen is also interested in 
wellness and hopes to establish a well-
ness group here at GCC similar to the 
wellness program offered at Bay Col-
lege where teaching people how to be 
healthy throughout their lifetime was 
the primary focus. 
 “I am concerned about college students 
and their risky behaviors,” she said. “I 
want to show them there are other ways 
than drinking and partying to meet and 
be sociable with other students.” 
So far, Petersen has just started talking 
with her students about the idea. 
“For now, we might get together once a 
week and jog or have students who like 

New English instructor interested in starting GCC wellness group

Pat O’Neill works on poetry in his office at GCC.
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Joe Beecher
Chieftain Staff

Pop-punk mainstays Teenage Bottle-
rocket, of Laramie, Wyoming, released 
their fifth studio Album, Freak Out!, 
July 3rd 2012.
Widely lauded by critics as one of their 
best, this 14-track gem has the band 
up to their usual antics, shredding 
lightning fast power chords with high 
energy drum lines. As with every album 

preceding it, Freak Out! delivers a tight, 
hi-octane brand of rock that few groups 
in the genre can match.
While fairly straight-laced in tone 
some of the time, the album ventures 
into goofy territory with choice tracks, 
including “Necrocomicon” (the comic 
book of the damned), “Punk House of 
Horrors,” “Maverick” (an ode to Tom 
Cruise’s character in Top Gun) and 
others, paying homage to horror-punk 
band The Misfits in the process. The 
result is pure fun, and the album is sure 
to make you rock out.
So whether you’re a die-hard punk fan 
or completely unfamiliar with the genre, 
find a copy of Freak Out! And start 
head-banging today!

Music Review: Get ready 
and Freak Out!

DLC is a video game maker’s ‘cashcow’

Brandon Ingham
Chieftain Staff

You pay roughly $60 for most video 
games today, but that isn’t enough for 
game studios. There was a time when 
a game would have a single expansion 
pack that would be sold at a reasonable 
price for the amount of content you at-
tained from it. 
With the rise of the next generation of 
consoles and online markets like steam 
and origin came the days of download-

able content. The average cost of a DLC 
pack on the Xbox live marketplace is 
1600 Microsoft points, or twenty dol-
lars, one third of the original price of the 
game. Some of these games are rushed 
out of production, riddled with mistakes 
and unfinished content, and then have 
early DLC releases to fix problems that 
should have never been there in the first 
place. Even worse is what is known as 
day one DLC; this is when a content 
package is released the same day as the 
game.
 Practices like this seem like a slap to the 
face of gamers, you’ve just spent over 
$60 on a new game, and they expect you 
to pay even more for something that 
should have just been included to begin 
with. DLC markets and the production 
studio’s greed are slowly killing the 
video game industry; pirating has seen 

a steep rise since DLC became common 
place for all games.
 I believe this is because games are 
rushed, incomplete products yet have 
such a high price tag even before DLC 
launches, and this leaves people feel-
ing cheated by the production studios, 
hence pirating the games for free. Even 
some developers feel this system is un-
fair to the consumer; Namco Bandai vice 
president was quoted in May of 2010 as 
saying, “I am convinced that in the fu-
ture we must change the price of video 
games – they’re too expensive for the 
audience. With the cost of development 
and the retail margins, £40 (approxi-
mately $58.00 U.S.) is a fair price [to us], 
but for the consumer it is too much” 
(gamepolitics.com may 2010). 
He went on to say that he believes with 
the amount of DLC on the market a fair 

price would be around 30 US dollars, 
or half the price of games now with it 
being supplemented by DLC costs. This 
idea was, however, not received well in 
the game production community and 
never made an impact, which is unfor-
tunate because something needs to be 
done about the cost of video games.
The flooding of the market with DLC is 
solely a desperate attempt to take more 
money from the gamer populace’s wal-
let. I also believe that if it continues like 
this not only will pirating continue to 
become more common, but the quality 
of product that is released will continu-
ally get worse just to justify the release 
of more DLC.
 In closing, either the sticker price of 
games needs to go down and be supple-
mented by DLC sales was said, or DLC 
needs to be cheaper and less common.

Sheena Trepanier
Editor

This month I decided to go for a movie 
that was a little more serious, and I 
wanted it based on a true story. A few 
months ago I watched the movie 50/50 
which stars Joseph Gordon-Levitt (yes, 
I know I might have an obsession), Seth 
Rogen, and Anna Kendrick as the main 
characters. 
Classified as a comedy biography, it 
meets that criteria. The movie follows 
Adam (Gordon-Levitt) a 27 year-old kid 
who gets diagnosed with a malignant 
tumor in his spine, and the struggles 
he faces as he tries to fight the disease. 
Adam’s best friend Kyle (Rogen) is sar-
castic throughout the movie, but is also 
one heck of a supportive friend. Kath-
erine (Kendrick) is Adam’s psychiatrist 
and her character really brings a sense 
of joy to a movie that could otherwise 
turn very dark. 
On top of cancer Adam has to deal 

with his parents, girlfriend, and all the 
emotions one must confront when faced 
with death. 
50/50 is a great movie and even if you 
haven’t been personally affected by 
cancer, you are able to connect with the 
story and characters in a profound way. 
The acting is well done, you can feel the 
emotions and it’s a bit of a tear jerker. 
I would recommend 50/50 and I really 
hope that some of you will take the time 
to watch this movie, it’s worth it.

A Review: 50/50 
100% worth watching
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Miranda Anderson
Chieftain Staff

What is the main thing that helps you 
succeed in school? You might answer 
“paying attention in class,” “doing your 
homework,” or even “studying before a 
test.” But there is something even more 
essential than being willing to work – 

having a book.
In the few weeks since school started, 
the Gogebic Community College book-
store has been running low – and run-
ning out – of certain textbooks. This is a 
serious problem, seeing as most classes 
are quickly approaching their first exam. 
How can you expect to pass an exam 
without even having the option to take 
one quick glance at your book?
At least four students in this semes-
ter’s Introduction to Theatre class are 
still missing their textbooks, as of the 
last day of the semester’s third week. 
Another class, Freshman Seminar, ran 

completely out of books at the end of the 
semester’s second week; this situation 
is made even worse by the fact that the 
GCC bookstore is the only the place that 
will sell the Freshman Seminar text in its 
newest edition and at a reasonable price. 
Popular booksellers such as Amazon.
com have only last year’s edition avail-
able and sell it for an outrageous $56.
When asked about this year’s book 
situation, the bookstore manager, Brian 
Panich, stated that traditionally the 
drama classes, including Introduction to 
the Art of the Movie and Introduction to 
Theatre, are not as full as they were this 

year and about half of the drama texts 
are left over at the end of the semester. 
But, this year, many students registered 
late for the drama classes, which led to 
a shortage of books. A new shipment 
of drama books, however, has been 
ordered. There is also one copy of the 
Introduction to Theatre text left on the 
shelf so, students, grab it or risk waiting 
another week for the new shipment to 
arrive.
 “It’s always a guessing game we play in 
the bookstore,” said Panich, “We always 
try to have more than enough but we 
are never 100 percent.”

Analysis: Bookstore needs to make sure books are in stock
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Editorial: Lindquist center doesn’t meet needs of students
The David G. Lindquist Student Center 
– where student senate meets, where 
students go for a tough workout and, 
honestly, the perfect place to go when 
we have downtime between classes and 
just want to relax for a while. You would 
think that a place at GCC called the 
Student Center would exclusively cater 
to the needs of students, but this is not 
exactly the case.
Each GCC student pays about $50 per 
semester (a fee included in their tuition) 
to use the Lindquist Center, but where is 
this money – about $50,000 per semester 
– all going, considering the Lindquist 
Center has had the majority of its equip-
ment for years?
The student lounge includes a good 
flatscreen T.V. and one pool table, but 
that’s about it; the exercise rooms on the 
top floor of the Lindquist Center contain 

much outdated – and a small variety – 
of equipment; and the snack bar in the 
student lounge is only open from 7:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m., a sad situation consid-
ering the majority of students at GCC 
finish their classes for the day around 2 
p.m. or later.
The student lounge is a relaxation haven 
for GCC students – luxurious couches, a 
pool table and a T.V. – but there are few 
other activities for students. For $400, 
the college can buy one brand new pool 
table and give students the freedom to 
start a new game if the other table is 
occupied. For another $400 (or less) they 
can buy a new game console – Xbox, 
Playstation 3, etc. – for those students 
feeling gamey after class. Sounds a little 
pricey, I know, but this is a tiny fraction 
of the $50,000 that the students pay per 
semester and we should definitely get 

our money’s worth.
The exercise rooms in the Lindquist 
Center consist of a good weight room 
(with frequently missing dumbbells), 
numerous stationary bikes, two aero 
steppers and more generic weightlifting 
equipment. This is such a small variety 
and, on top of that, most of the equip-
ment is very old and grimy to the touch. 
The college should look into buying a 
few treadmills and replacing some of 
the older stationary bikes in the cardio 
room, and purchasing more weightlift-
ing equipment focused on working 
the legs rather than the arms. It would 
also pay to consider buying new sets of 
dumbbells and installing a security cam-
era so that the students are not tempted 
to take the dumbbells.
The snack bar is, for some of us, our 
favorite part of the Lindquist center. But, 

since it is only open from 7:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m., the snack bar is often, frustrat-
ingly, closed before the midafternoon 
munchies have even set in. Also, even if 
we do get hungry before 1, many of us 
will be stuck in class anyway, right up 
until the snack bar closes. It is a waste 
to have the snack bar open at such odd 
hours of the day. If it were open until 3 
or 4 p.m., there would be many more 
students able and willing to grab a 
snack between classes.
In other words, college administrators 
need to step it up and ask the College 
Board to support the snack bar so it is 
able stay open longer hours. Also they 
need to look at new exercise equip-
ment and new activities for the student 
lounge. Overall, college leadership 
should be looking after the desires of the 
GCC students.

Alexander Zoller
Chieftain Staff

     Let’s touch on incendiary shall we?! 
This topic, though simple to argue and 
even define is very personal to many 
people since it is both political as well 
as economic in effect crossing into two 
of the three topics that involve everyone 
in society and cause emotional and even 
heated response let’s stick directly to 
the question asked. “How would you 
explain the problems encountered by 
organized labor during the past decade? 
What are its prospects for the next de-
cade?” Since there are really two ques-
tions here I will take the second or latter 
part initially as it is far easier to answer.
Prospects are dim at best for unionized 
labor in the coming decade, if not fur-
ther out. Public debt due to contract de-
mands, private sector pressures, work-
ers disillusionment with them generally 
are only starters. 
Membership in unions in 1983 was over 

20% of the workforce inside the U.S. 
dropping down to under 12% in 2011. 
The reasons go on and on, as do the ex-
planations of them unfortunately so my 
own honest perspective, terminology 
and logic will be needed here to expe-
dite this short essay. 
Simply put, unions are not once they 
once were, they are viewed as political 
tools, they no longer serve a purpose in 
any real terms and they assist only in 
the division of the working folk in the 
nation today. With the singular excep-
tion of “willingly contracted” members 
over my thirty years in the workforce 
I have seen no support for them what-
soever at any point, in any industry or 
in any form at all, but as I said there is 
the single exception of willing union 
members. 
Unions have always billed themselves 
as being mediators between employer 
and employee, as a protective entity, a 
non-violent representative and as an 
avenue to fair pay for fair work. As a 
statement of fact, in real terms and ac-
tuality in modern times the opposite is 
true, particularly during the last decade. 
I know of no private citizen who hires 
or contracts with or to any union unless 
mandated to do so be it in a business 

setting or something as simple as hiring 
a plumber for that broken pipe. 
The opposite is actually true, as most in-
dividuals avoid unions in hiring simply 
due to cost, litigation issues and inabili-
ty to have input in the job being done or 
how it is done, when or where. I know 
of absolutely zero circumstances where 
a union membership card has protected 
any industry or job other than that of 
educators, and recently with the bailouts 
auto industry jobs in Michigan and Ohio 
almost exclusively. Essentially people 
hold a view that unions and their mem-
bers in general are part of the “entitled” 
economy, representational of socialist 
dogma and at points even threatening to 
growth, to people individually and even 
to the political structure of our country. 
Most simple searches on internet search 
engines for unions, organized labor, 
AFL/CIO, SEIU and so many others 
produce listings in the hundreds full 
of criminal behavior headlines, ped-
dling of political influence stories and 
hostile quotes from unintelligent union 
“leaders” that could be considered very 
near traitorous as well. You will not 
find stories of how, “…that hardwork-
ing blue collar brother and his family 
was assisted by dutiful comrades from 

the local 301 and his union leaders…” 
Even though those stories might exist, 
8 of every ten come from private sector 
charities, Churches, veterans organiza-
tions and the like where help should 
come from, not the hallowed UAW and 
its leadership.
     There was a time that unions and 
organized labor generally served a pur-
pose. That has passed into history, how-
ever, and though the premise of them is 
an overall good, with the abuse being 
present and near criminal behaviors in 
legality holding a nations economy and 
thereby its future hostage they have 
become merely hindrances of growth 
and possibility. Like Utopia, Socialism of 
its various types and the wish to enforce 
“fairness” through bureaucratic means 
these are very nice, even comfortable 
ideas but do not truly work in society at 
all for any length of time. Our markets 
must be free, without entitlements, pun-
ishing social debt or hindrances from 
overreaching organizational and gov-
ernmental power to achieve goals that 
our founders aimed for at the nations 
inception.  
     We are supposed to different than 
other nations. Our failures are what 

No longer a need for unions

Opinions

See Unions, Page 5
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Alexander Zoller
Chieftain Staff

It is time. There are less than 45 days 
until Election Day 2012 as I write this. 
Essentially, this is just another Tuesday 
for some people, but for others it is far 
more, a day of direction and decision 
unlike other ones in your life. 

Personally, I am a “Three Percenter”, a 
Constitutional Conservative and Con-
servative Nationalist. My points of view 
and values no longer match any party 
platform, but my choice is to replace 
current employed parties with new hires 
and to require justice from what I feel 
are criminal elements that have violated 
the ideas of our founders. 
YOU, HOWEVER, might vary from 
my views, and that is what this specific 
Tuesday is all about. In return, it re-
quires things from you.
The requirements are simple: register, 
learn about the law and government, 

develop what you believe in while and 
be able to defend the stand, and then go 
out to a polling place every few years 
for ten minutes and vote. 
All of this is unique in the world to our 
country, folks. There has never been a 
freer society in the history of man and 
you are lucky to be a part of it. Take a 
responsible and informed stand, one to 
add to its value and not detract from 
it. Go VOTE on Tuesday, November 6, 
2012! No matter who or what you may 
support, just vote and do it with thought 
and conscience.
      You simply being a citizen of the U.S. 

does nothing for you if your voice is not 
heard; it is heard by your vote, and by 
voicing your opinion even if you are on 
the losing side of an election. Non-par-
ticipation does nothing in general, but in 
the case of the individual, it makes your 
voice mute when your opinions are of 
equal value to anyone else who thinks 
or works. 
You have a responsibility to yourself, to 
your family and to your Nation to vote. 
Not doing so invalidates both you and 
your opinions, so if this is your choice, 
make it and accept what comes to you 
through your life’s term.    

Voting, your responsibility and decision 

make us better at what we do in every 
way and our work from dawn to dusk 
to achieve… That has made us as a na-
tion grow to a world power. Our drive 
and determination set us apart, not 
what the contracts have guaranteed us 
beyond our productivity and ensured 
debt to our successors. 
The thought that an organization can 
“demand” anything from anyone for 

any reason is really an antithesis to an 
American nation and though they had 
a place in the late nineteenth and very 
early twentieth centuries most of popu-
lation now holds the correct assumption 
that they have reached the end of use-
fulness and that they have contributed 
more to entitlement styles of mentality 
than almost any other institution leav-
ing the federal government aside.

Unions, continued from page 4

to cook or know certain exercises, etc., 
share their knowledge,” Petersen said. 
“We will see what happens from there.” 
Outside of the school life, Petersen en-
joys watching the Packers and spending 
time with her family.
 Beginning the year with a smile, 

Petersen was ready to get to know the 
students and staff, share her ideas, and 
develop her niche. Things look bright 
for Petersen here as we all hope to see 
more of the wellness group, writing 
development classes and of course her.

Ellet-Petersen, continued from page 1
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Special to The Chieftain

We all know that Gogebic Community 
College is continuously striving to meet 
the needs of our community, as well as 
the surrounding areas. This academic 
year is no different with numerous pro-
gram changes and updates, along with 
two new certificate programs. Taking 
the reins on one of the new certificate 
programs is Allied Health, with the 
development of the Certified Medical 
Assistant Program. 
The Certified Medical Assistant Pro-
gram prepares students to work in 
ambulatory care settings performing 
administrative (reception, filing, bill-
ing) and clinical (vital signs, physician 
assistance, phlebotomy) duties. It is a 
versatile career path, in that medical as-
sistants are cross trained in a variety of 
duties making them a valuable asset in 
many physician practices. 
In order to prepare students for this 
challenging career, our students take 
classes such as Anatomy & Physiology, 
Pharmacology, Administrative Office 
Procedures, Clinical Procedures, and 
Phlebotomy. To tie this all together, 
each student participates in a 192 hour 
practicum in the community and then 
takes a national certification exam which 
confirms their competence as a medical 

assistant.  
Not only will the students be prepared 
by taking these classes, but they will 
dress the part wearing their full uniform 
of hunter green scrubs, name tags and 
white shoes throughout the length of the 
program. As if the classes and the pro-
fessional dress isn’t enough, the CMA 
program has been fortunate in that we 
were able to add two new lab rooms 
which will help practice competencies 

in both the administrative and clinical 
areas. 
This is an exciting time in the Allied 
Health Department with the develop-
ment of the Certified Medical Assistant 
Program. Help us celebrate this mile-
stone by recognizing our first cohort 
of Medical Assistant students during 
Medical Assistant Recognition Week, 
October 15 – 19, 2013. 

NEW YEAR – New program at GCC

2012/2013 CMA Students: Top row, left to right: Cathy Ofstad, Myra Miller, Taylor 
DuFault, Roxanne Kokely, Terri Harris and Kelli Martin. Sitting, left to right: Car-
leen Storey, Tessa Delich, Cheyene O’Brien, Jackie Robinson and Kristin Holm.

Special to The Chieftain

The Gogebic Community College Book 
Club meets Thursday, Oct. 4 in the GCC 
Library. The group, described as a laid-
back social group, will be discussing 
Embassytown by China Miéville.
New members should contact Club Ad-
visor and GCC Librarian Walt Lessun at 
(906) 932-4231 ext. 344 and let him know 
you’ll need a copy. 
Also, you can check out the group’s Fa-
cebook page at http://www.facebook.
com/GCCBookClub.
The club meets once a month to discuss 
an agreed-upon book, socialize and “eat 
good food.”

Book Club meets 
Thursday

Joe Beecher
Chieftain Staff

Students signing up for classes this fall 
may not have seen the unusual new ad-
dition to the literature options. But “The 
Bible as Literature,” a course offered by 
instructor Apryl Mateas, proves to be as 
unique as it is provocative. 
While most literature courses offered 
by the school cover a wide range of 
materials that differ widely in audi-
ence, theme, and voice, the new course 
instead explores one work – The Holy 
Bible – not only as a piece of literature, 
but as the cornerstone of all western 
literature since.

Though any class that focuses on the 
Bible may sound dogmatic, Mateas says, 
“We’re not looking at this [the Bible] as 
a sectarian thing, we’re looking at it as a 
work of literature.” 
The class concerns itself chiefly with 
the pervasive thematic influence of the 
Bible – for instance, the continuing use 
of the Christ figure in literature and 
the arts. Ultimately, the course aims to 
help students pick up on not just overt 
biblical references, but the underlying 
themes that permeate every aspect of 
our culture. 
She hopes this lead to a broader under-
standing of the world we live in, saying, 
“You’ll understand your culture better 
if you understand what your culture 
is based off of, and western culture is 
based off the Bible.”
The course will also look at several other 
pieces, that students might draw cor-
relations between them and the Bible. 
The first unit was a comparison of Mary 

Shelley’s Frakenstein with the book 
of Genesis, and explored the Creator-
Creation dynamic as a shared theme. 
The course offers several other intrigu-
ing outside works, and will explore the 
Bible’s influence on music and even 
modern cinema.

The course will be offered again in the 
Spring of 2014, so incoming Freshmen 
still have an opportunity to take the 
course.

The Bible as Literature a new GCC class

They’re the answer to our future but, 
I don’t have the temperament to work 
with them” he says. 
Many of us do not possess the patience 
to work with children however; we can 
help in Pat’s efforts by raising money for 
those that do. These programs are vital. 
Attending a function is a reward for you 
as well as children in the area.
Even if you decide not to attend one of 
these events try to take Pat’s advice by 
turning off whatever gizmo or gadget 
you have and taking a hike up Mt .Zion. 
Have a seat and then beg and plead 
with your inner child to come back out 
and play. Apologize for denouncing 
your friendship and ask for that inspira-
tion to visit you again. Relight that dy-
ing flame inside. Dance with your flame. 
Feed it, encourage it to grow, throw 
lighter fluid on it if need be. Need, want; 
yearn for that giant blaze to consume 
you like it did before. Fight to see the 
world through new eyes. Now take a 
deep breath and ask yourself “Am I 
afraid yet?”

O’Neill, cont from page 1
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Procrastination 
Beth Anne

 Eyes getting heavy,
Homework isn’t done. Oh crap!

Wow, I’m dead tonight.

Algebra
Beth Anne

X goes into Y
But Y does it have 2
When X is fourteen

Perfection
Miranda Anderson

A held breath,
slowly exhaled,

to hit that perfect high C.
Nervous anticipation

as you grab your latest exam,
turn it over to see a big printed “A.”

A bitten lip
as you score the winning touchdown,

and complete your team’s perfect season.
Perfection –

the drive behind all human actions.
Why we consume leafy greens
and pedal immobile bicycles.

Why we style our bodies
and adorn them with designer garments.

Why we buy self-help books
and pay someone just to listen.

Why we go to universities
and spend fortunes just to learn.

And even though we are told,
time and again, 

“Perfection is impossible,”
it’s still our ultimate goal.

Scars That Cover the Pain
    (To all the cutters out there…this 

one is for you!)
Kaite Anderson

When you look at me 
Is it just the scars you see?

Or is it me that you see
Yes these scars shouldn’t define me

But that you can’t seem to see
The deeper I hurt 

Is when the deeper I cut
I cut not just for me

But for the people around me
For the ones who have hurt me

For the Dad who no longer seems to love me
For the ones who judge me

This one is for you 
I am known as the cutter

That is the label; you have now put on me
So doesn’t that now define me?

I am the cutter
It’s the scars that you see

It’s now what defines me…
But no longer… what controls me.

Life in Math
Beth Anne

Why am I in this class?
 I know all of this

I could just a pass
 & challenge myself

But do I want to?
 I could get an easy A

Just by adding 3 and 2
 But this isn’t working

Decisions, decisions. 
 What’s the right choice?

College life
Beth Anne

Too much studying,
Too much homework,

Not enough time,
High school was easy peasy.

I didn’t have this responsibility
That I do now

I’m living on my own
Butt with people I don’t even know. 

Gotta cook for myself
Gotta get up by myself
Even though it’s tough 

And kind of rough

I’m thinking positive
Enjoying my next chapter
Because it’s an experience

Of a LIFE TIME.

The Chieftain Gogebic Community College 7

Cr EATiVE
Space

Joe Weber



8  Gogebic Community College The Chieftain

Autumn Fires

by Robert Louis Stevenson

In the other gardens
And all up the vale,

From the autumn bonfires
See the smoke trail!

Pleasant summer over
And all the summer flowers,

The red fire blazes,
The grey smoke towers.

Sing a song of seasons!
Something bright in all!
Flowers in the summer,

Fires in the fall!


