
“The students will be working in pairs with local artisans on 
their quilts” said course brief for quilting bollywood. That was 
why I chose this elective and also because bollywood was never 
my cup of tea. Exploring a topic that I would not have taken up 
otherwise, was my aim. And the experience was an 
absolute delight. 

The word quilting comes from the Latin cultic meaning a stuffed 
sack and quilting I realised, was more than sewing up two or 
more layers of material together. It was in itself, bollywood. 
The many layers that go into it and the story of each fabric that 
weaves itself together to many others add immensely more 
meaning to a quilt.

Bollywood…Movies never interested my too much. I was never 
a movie crazy person. I would watch movies that make me feel 
in a different way. What I would take away would always be a 
real of emotions; very similar to snap shots in my head, as I 
am pathetic at names I would not even remember the name of 
the film later. And for the epic movie Mughal-e-Azam like any 
other movie I had these glimpses lined up in my mind. It wasn’t 
any one particular scene or emotion, but instead a string of 
them, and that’s when I decided to just go with the flow and 
materialise the visuals on the fabric I had. So my quilt is patch 
work of different elements I took back from the movie.
 
The very first afternoon, the petite, fragile looking lady, Daiben 
returned from lunch with a bunch of crab apples which she had 
picked off the pigeon path. She said she wanted to give them 
to the kids at home so that they would WONDER...i knew it then 
that this journey with her would be memorable. She taught me 
a lot more than just quilting. We had a lot to learn from each 
other….and not once did Daiben fail to surprise me with her 
enthusiasm to learn and share knowledge. For instance, she 
asked my friend Sanya to teach her origami so she could take it 
back to her village…
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