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Arts & Culture

Vari Asian at 840 William Hilton Parkway on Hilton Head Island 
will hold a free holiday dinner from 6 to 10 p.m. Saturday. Dinner 
includes an all-you-can-eat buffet, soft drink and dessert. Tips and 

donations are encouraged. All proceeds will go to The Deep Well 
Project. 

Details: 843-785-9000
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FIVE MINUTES WITH  
Author Jeremy Kline

 By JUSTIN PAPROCKI
jpaprocki@islandpacket.com
843-706-8143

Vampires get too much attention 
these days. Bluffton writer Jeremy 
Kline thinks it’s time for a shape-
shifter to take center stage.

“The Lazarus Cane” is Kline’s first 
novel, published by California-based 
Damnation Books. It follows a shape-
shifter who, in a Dexter-like role 
reversal, protects the Lowcountry 
from serial killers. 

Kline discusses why there’s more 
to the fantasy/horror realm than just 
“Twilight”-esque vampires. 

Question. How did this novel 
come about?

Answer. I always wanted to write 
a novel and I realized I wasn’t get-
ting any younger. I didn’t tell any-
one I was writing it. I wrote it on my 
lunch break at work. I didn’t show it 
to my wife until it was done a year 
later. 

Q. Where did the idea come 
from?

A. It’s a contemporary dark fantasy. 
All these vampire novels are popu-
lar these days. Sometimes the other 
creatures of the night get the short 
end of the stick. 

I had first heard of shapeshifters 
in books. But I wanted it to be a bit 
more real. I asked myself, “What 
would I do if I were a shapeshifter?” 
I finally got the idea of how I could 
lure in serial killers and people 
like that and figure out who they 
are. Scott Cane (the main char-
acter) has been in my head for a 
while.

Q. Do you have plans for the 
next book?

A. The second book is done. It’s 
part of a series. I’m working on a 
third. I’m also working on an off-
genre book. I’m a stepfather and was 
raised by a stepfather. I’ve always 
wanted to write something that 
brings a little drama to the life of a 
stepfather. 

Q. Have you always been a fan of 
fantasy books?

A. I read a lot of fantasy. I’ve read 
some of the vampire books, too.

Q. “Twilight”?
A. Yep, (laughs). I kind of went out 

and saw the movies, too. I’ve read 
the “Dexter” series (the inspiration 
for the Showtime series about a se-
rial killer who stalks serial killers). I 
like a lot of crime shows and things 
like that. 

Q. Are you going to move into 
vampire books? Sounds like 
there’s a lot of money in that. 

A. The characters I use are more 
reality than fantasy. I wanted to bring 
a more realistic bent to it. 

Q. Your novel takes place in 
Beaufort?

A. One of my main inspira-
tions is this area. I set the book in 
Beaufort because it’s just so eerily 
creepy. I thought it’d make a great 
setting. 

GET THE 
BOOK

Buy “The Laza-
rus Cane” by 
Jeremy Kline at 

www.damnationbooks.com. 

GET THE 
BOOK

Jeremy Kline at 
www.damnationbooks.com. 

HOW WE LOST BY FOLLOWING CELEBS
By NEKESA MUMBI MOODY • The Associated Press

H
istorians are usually able to look back and pinpoint the factors that caused the greatest of 
nations to fall into decline. If it ever comes time to dissect what happened to the United 
States, they will likely boil it down to one word: WINNING.

Yes, folks — when a Charlie Sheen manic outburst becomes an inspirational motto for 
a nation, it’s the beginning of the end. Sadly, historians will likely have other moments to 

illustrate our cultural collapse, including Kim Kardashian’s blink-and-you-missed-it marriage, which gen-
erated more money than some cities’ annual budgets, and the fact that some people took Donald Trump’s 
possible presidential candidacy seriously.

No wonder the Occupy Wall Street protest avoided the 1 percent’s crazy sibling — Hollywood.

KEEPING IT KLASSY
Some things are meant to last one season: 

bright pink flip-flops, a relationship with 
George Clooney, the McRib at McDonald’s. 
But not marriage. And while celebrity mar-
riages can flame out quickly, the implosion 
of Kim Kardashian’s 72-day union with Kris 
Humphries was all the more spectacular 
because of the hype that preceded it: the 
20.5-carat diamond engagement ring, the 
engagement party, the three wedding-day 
gowns, the two-part TV special — even 
Kate Middleton would have said, “Enough 
already!” 

It was more distasteful because it was 
filmed for her reality show, garnering her 
more cash than gifts. By the end of the year, 
the backlash was so strong, she headed to 
Haiti for charity work, looking to improve 
her image. Or, perhaps, hubby No. 3.   

IF THIS IS WINNING, LOSING 
MUST REALLY SUCK

Celebrities have meltdowns in public 
all the time, yet we hadn’t had a really epic 
breakdown since Britney Spears shaved her 
head bald. Maybe that’s what made Charlie 
Sheen’s collapse so transfixing. He gave us 
everything we expected in a train wreck — 

and more: Custody battles! Jittery interviews! 
Goddesses! And of course, “WINNING!” 
Watching his daily dose of acting crazy was 
more entertaining — and addictive — than 
any episode of “Two and a Half Men.” 

But we overdosed when Sheen went on 
his stand-up tour, which basically gave him 
a pass to go on rambling diatribes on foolish 

people’s dimes. Sadly, even as pathetic as it 
was, it still had more live vocals than a Brit-
ney tour.

THE DONALD WOULD 
RATHER BE EMPEROR 

Donald Trump got the media buzzing when 
he announced his intention to run for presi-
dent — maybe. To burnish his credentials as 
a conservative Republican, he seized on the 
so-called “birther” bandwagon by stoking 
doubt about President Barack Obama’s U.S. 
citizenship. In the end, Obama released his 
Hawaiian “long form” birth certificate prov-
ing he is indeed a “natural-born citizen,” as 
the Constitution requires. And, unfortunate-
ly, so is Trump.

TONE DEAF
At just 13, Rebecca Black became a sensa-

tion — and laughingstock — of the Internet, 
thanks to her hard-on-the-ears tune, “Friday,” 
which her parents paid producers to make, 
along with the now infamous video on You-
Tube. Seemingly oblivious to the wonders of 
Auto-Tune, Black’s nasally warbling became 
embedded in the brain like a bad virus. And 
yet she sounded better than any LMFAO 
tune.

WINNING

KRIS HUMPHRIES 
& KIM KARDASHIAN

CHARLIE SHEEN

REBECCA BLACK

AND DON’T FORGET ...

We didn’t realize Justin Bieber had 
reached puberty, so it came as a shock 
when Mariah Yeater claimed he was 
the baby daddy to her months-old 
son following an alleged romp after 
one of his concerts. A paternity suit 
was filed and DNA tests were bandied 

about. Yeater withdrew 
her claim as her story 
started to collapse and 
Bieber took a paternity 
test. We would have 

preferred Biebs 
prove his man-
hood with a pass-
able mustache.


