
Jordan will avenge 
murdered pilot by 
fi ghting militants ‘on 
their own ground’

Justin Vela and Taimur Khan 
Foreign Correspondents

AMMAN // King Abdullah of Jor-
dan last night pledged a “relent-
less” war against ISIL on the ex-
tremists’ own territory, 

The king cut short a visit to the 
United States and flew home to 
direct Jordan’s response to the 
murder of Lt Maaz Al Kassasbeh, 
26, the air force pilot burnt alive 
by ISIL militants.

“We are waging this war to pro-
tect our faith, our values and 
human principles and our war 
for their sake will be relentless 
and will hit them in their own 
ground,” the king said after a 
meeting with military chiefs.

King Abdullah was met at Am-
man airport by thousands of 
supporters amid an outpouring 
of anger in Jordan after ISIL post-
ed video footage on the internet 
of the pilot’s barbaric execution.

Two Al Qaeda militants, Sajida 
Al Rishawi and Ziad Al Karboul, 
were hanged at dawn yesterday 
in retaliation. The pilot’s father, 
Safi, said the two executions 
were not enough and demanded 
a stronger response.

“I ask that the revenge be great-
er and that this criminal group 
be annihilated,” he said.

Jordan had been prepared to re-
lease Al Rishawi, a failed suicide 
bomber, in exchange for Al Kas-
sasbeh – but ISIL killed the pilot 
on January 3, 10 days after he was 
captured when his F-16 crashed 
in north-east Syria. 

In the dead pilot’s home region 
of Karak yesterday, earlier criti-
cism of the failure to bring Al 
Kassasbeh home gave way to de-
mands for revenge and military 
retribution against ISIL.

“Maaz has united all Jordani-
ans,” said Salem Kreishan, 24, 
an army cadet. “This young hero 
died a man.”

“We must rally behind our se-
curity forces and army in this dif-
ficult moment,” said Yusef Da-
mour, 34, a rescue worker.

Division over Jordan’s role in 
the US-led coalition against ISIL, 
which led to the pilot’s capture, 
have also been pushed to one 
side. 

“Maaz went to fight for toler-
ant Islam and went to the hy-
enas in their holes to destroy 
them. Anger will take its course, 
and our revenge,” said Khaled 
Al Karaki, a former royal court 
chief.

“This is a battle that we cannot 
say now is not our war. We are 
now fighting our war and fight-
ing the war of Islam together.”

Hassan Hassan

The burning to death by ISIL of 
the Jordanian pilot Maaz Al Kas-
sasbeh is a strategic mistake by 
the extremists.

The execution of a fellow Mus-
lim in such a manner has been 
condemned even by those who 

sympathise with ISIL’s cause – 
such as Abu Sayyaf, the leader 
of the Jordanian Salafists, who 
criticised both the killing itself 
and the video footage broadcast 
on the internet.

ISIL had already lost many 
of its sympathisers when it be-
headed Peter Kassig, an Ameri-

can aid worker who converted to 
Islam during his captivity. 

Before the murder of Al Kass-
asbeh, Jordanians were divided 
over their country’s involve-
ment in what many described as 
“someone else’s war”. 

Now, at least for the time be-
ing, they see ISIL as it truly is.

The burning of Al Kassasbeh, 
and the graphic publicity of the 
atrocious act, might also signal 
a new chapter in how Jordan 
deals with simmering extrem-
ism in its immediate neighbour-
hood and inside the country it-
self. 

Indeed, Amman’s decision 

to take part in the US-led inter-
national coalition against ISIL
could be viewed as a pre-emp-
tive response to the heinous
crime that was seen on Tues-
day, rather than its cause – a
case of getting your retaliation
in fi rst.

In an interview last summer,
King Abdullah emphasised that
the war against ISIL was Jor-
dan’s fi ght more than that of the
United States. 

Jordan’s military involvement
was not a luxury to project power
and please international allies. 
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‘Holistic’ approach 
should be adopted 
in the private sector 

Amna Ehtesham Khaishgi

ABU DHABI // A holistic ap-
proach – especially in the pri-
vate sector – is necessary if 
Emiratisation is to be  success-
ful, human resources experts 
claimed yesterday. 

Speaking on the sidelines of 
the Tawdheef exhibition at the 
HR Emiratisation Summit, they 

said performance was the only 
way for a UAE professional to 
grow in any organisation.

“Emiratisation can only work 
if it is integrated with rest of the 
team,” said Nasser Al Baloushi, 
deputy general manager for 
Emiratisation and corporate af-
fairs  at Al Futtaim Group. 

Mr Al Baloushi said his com-
pany made sure all professional 
staff were treated equally, based 
on performance –  with all abid-
ing by the same rules. 

“You cannot engage with 
Emiratis only and leave the 
rest aside,” he said. “The days 
are over when Emirati profes-

sionals wanted to be treated in 
a special manner compared to 
others.” 

Mr Al Baloushi added: “We are 
now living in 2015. We live in a 
country that has a multicultur-
al foundation. We have a work-
force that comes from all over 
the world.

 “The idea of treating Emir-
atis differently is now gone. 
They have also realised that 
their passport may get them a 
job, but it is the performance 
alone that will make sure their 
career grows.”

Performance is the key to 
Emiratisation, say HR experts 
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Homes to be built 
on The World will 
be deliberately sunk 

The National staff 

DUBAI // First they built arti-
ficial islands off the coast of 
Dubai. Now the next stage is 
homes that will be partially 
submerged. 

A developer is to build villas 
that have two fl oors above water 
level and one beneath on a clus-
ter of six islands on The World 

islands project, known as the 
Heart of Europe.  

Invitations for Saturday’s pri-
vate launch have been sent out 
to potential buyers.

 The developer, Kleindienst 
Group, said the 1,700 sq ft vil-
las, expected to be fi nished in 
2017, have an initial price of 
Dh5 million.   

A spokesman described the 
Heart of Europe as a “hospi-
tality development that draws 
together the very best of Eu-
ropean designs, heritage and 
entertainment”. 

Fancy a Dh5m villa? 
Jump in the deep end
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Day they showed their true colours

A distraught Safi  Al Kassasbeh, the father of murdered pilot Maaz Al Kassasbeh, is helped by family members to attend a mourning ceremony yesterday. Khalil Mazraawi / AFP 

King vows ‘relentless’ war on ISIL


