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Beit Hanoun: This checkpoint run by Hamas, 1km south of the Israeli-controlled Erez border 
crossing, has been rebuilt after it was destroyed by Israeli airstrikes last summer. Tariq, a 

23-year-old taxi driver, sits alone as he waits for customers. Tariq has never left Gaza and says life 
became much harder for him after the war. He says that if he could leave, he would like to live in 
another Arab country. Only Palestinians with special permits are allowed to cross into Israel.
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 Beit Hanoun: Ramez Hassouna, 41, looks out over the ruins of his neighbours’ homes a year after 
they were destroyed. “I have not seen any changes and one year on, the rubble of the two houses 

outside my home is still here and is dangerous for my children,” he says. He did not receive any 
money from the UN agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) and used his own money to repair his 
damaged home.   
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 Shujaieh, Gaza City: Ikram Al Selek and her husband Munzi stand on the Saladin Road in Shujaieh, 
one of the neighbourhoods worst hit in the war. Ms Selek’s sister and her sister’s children were killed 

by an Israeli rocket when they went to get water. Her husband was also wounded. She says the war’s 
anniversary brings back horrifi c memories. “I used to go with my sister and her children to the sea 
during Ramadan, but this Ramadan, I visit [them] at the cemetery.”
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For our interactive map of Gaza, 
visit thenational.ae/world

 Ardh Al Rebat Mosque, Gaza City: The mosque remains damaged and has a temporary repair to 
plug a hole in its dome left by an Israeli attack. The Israeli military targeted more than 200 mosques 

throughout Gaza during the war. Israel accused Hamas of fi ring rockets from the mosques and using 
them to store weapons inside.
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 Gaza power plant: A new fence is being built along Saladin Road, a few kilometres from Gaza’s sole 

power plant, which can be seen in the distance. Last summer, the plant was disabled when its fuel 
tanks were hit by Israeli tank shells. Today, it provides less than 30 per cent of Gaza’s population with 
electricity. Egypt and Israel supply the rest but each district in Gaza is given a rotation of eight hours 
with power and eight hours without.   

5

 Bureij refugee camp: Work has taken place to fi ll in the craters next to a damaged building 
alongside Saladin Road, near the Bureij refugee camp, 17km south of the Erez crossing. During the 

war, Israel shelled open fi elds, targeting militants who were fi ring rockets. The attacks left the area 
pockmarked by craters, which fi lled with water from damaged sewerage pipes. 
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Nuseirat refugee camp: Piles of rubble and twisted steel rods  along a road in the Nuseirat 
refugee camp, 18km from the Erez crossing. Attacks on the camp destroyed homes and killed 

entire families and, one year on, there is little sign of reconstruction. Thousands of Palestinians still 
remain displaced after last summer’s war that also damaged and destroyed thousands of homes and 
buildings. 
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Deir Al Balah: Palestinians on a motorbike pass along the Saladin Road near Deir Al Balah, where, 
a year ago, the road was unpaved and littered with dead cattle. The fi ghting prevented the Afana 

family from reaching their animals and most of their livestock died from starvation. Today the family 
has only 20 cows left out of the 250 they kept before the confl ict. They do not feel optimistic they will 
ever be able to restock their farm to previous levels.
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Al Awda factory: Umm Al Asset sorts ice cream cones produced at Al Awda factory, Gaza’s 
largest producer of biscuits and sweets. The factory was badly damaged by Israeli airstrikes. 

Today, it is 80 per cent operational but the warehouses that store the production  raw materials 
remain damaged because of the Israeli blockade on building materials. The factory claims it has lost 
more than US$418 million (Dh1.5 billion) because of the confl ict.
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Last summer, during a lull in Israel’s 50-day military 
campaign against Gaza, the award-winning 
photographer Heidi Levine travelled along the territory’s 
main highway to document the devastation for The 

National. Ahead of today’s anniversary of the start of the 
war, she repeated the journey to see what had changed

Salahadin Mosque: Imam Amir Hamrah stands inside the  mosque where the damage from last 
summer’s war is still clearly visible. The mosque was damaged on August 1, known as “Black 

Friday”, when up to 115 Palestinians were killed in an Israeli assault on Rafah following an ambush 
on three Israeli soldiers by Hamas fi ghters, the imam says. He blames Israel’s blockade of building 
materials for the mosque remaining damaged a year on.
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 Rafah border crossing: A Palestinian man speaks to a Hamas security off icer at the closed Rafah 
border crossing with Egypt at the end of Saladin Road. Cairo restricts the opening of the border, 

often leaving thousands of Gazans stranded in Egypt and unable to return home, while those inside 
Gaza are unable to leave. The border has remained closed since militants claiming to be supporters 
of ISIL carried out attacks on Egyptian security forces in the Sinai Peninsula on July 1, killing dozens.
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 GAZA // Marked by concrete blocks and a kilo-
metre-long tunnel, the start of Saladin Road 
greets you as you cross the Erez checkpoint 
into no man’s land, where only the brave 
venture to graze sheep or to collect rubble. 
Workers, farmers and militants in the area 
are routinely shot by Israeli forces stationed 
at the border.

Named after the legendary sultan who led 
Muslims against the Crusaders to capture the 
Kingdom of Jerusalem in the 12th century, the 
major north-south highway that once served 
as a vital trade route between empires contin-
ues for 45km along to the border with Egypt.

Last week I travelled again for The Nation-
al along Saladin Road, looking for any signs 
of change or progress since the conflict that 
brought such vast levels of destruction to 
Gaza.

Sadly, many of my images of destroyed 
homes look nearly identical to the ones I pho-
tographed a year ago. The changes are few and 
subtle. 

In one image, the difference in the scene is 
provided by the small purple wild fl owers that 
have managed to root themselves and grow 
from the rubble, and the scattered household 

goods belonging to the Abadla family in the 
Karara area of Khan Younis. The home it-
self survived the winter’s heavy rains but still 
appears as it if it is about to topple.

From the start of my journey at the rebuilt 
Hamas-controlled checkpoint, to its conclu-
sion at the closed Rafah border terminal with 
Egypt, every person I met expressed fear of an-
other war.  

They were still haunted by the previous one 
that killed more than 2,200 Palestinians in 
Gaza and took the lives of 67 soldiers and six 
civilians from Israel. 

Many are still struggling to heal, both physi-
cally and emotionally, from the war’s impact. 
All voiced frustration over Israel’s blockade 
and their inability to travel in and out of Gaza 
freely. 

Yet despite the despair and the thousands 
who remain displaced, the rising rate of unem-
ployment and the long hours left in the dark 
without electricity, the Abadla home refuses to 
tumble and life continues. 

After all, Gaza has known peace neither in its 
antiquity nor in its present.

 � foreign.desk@thenational.ae

Desolation 
Road remains 
a wasteland

Map’s source: Graphic News, Google

 Karara, Khan Younis: Wild fl owers grow among the rubble of the damaged Al Abadla family home 
on Saladin Road. Sixteen family members were living here before the war, four brothers and their 

families, but since the confl ict all have been forced to rent homes elsewhere. “This is no life, it is a 
very bad life and Gaza is not stable,” said one of the brothers, Nabil Al Abadla, who sells aluminium 
windows for a living.
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 Rafah: A Palestinian child walks across a section of Saladin Road that has now been repaired in 
Gaza’s southernmost town. During last summer’s confl ict, huge stretches of the road in Rafah were 

torn up by Israeli tanks and bulldozers, which had rolled into Gaza as the fi ghting escalated. The 
damage forced drivers to negotiate huge mounds of asphalt and sand.
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