
CAIRO // Egypt yesterday called 
for UN-backed international 
action in Libya, a day after strik-
ing ISIL targets in the country. 

President Abdel Fattah El Sisi 
said there was no choice but to 
form a global coalition to con-
front the extremists in Libya 
after they executed 21 Egyptian 
Christians working there.

The UN Security Council will 
meet today to discuss Libya. 
That will be followed by closed-
door consultations.

Egyptian foreign minister 
Sameh Shoukry is in New York 
and will hold talks with Security 
Council members and Arab rep-
resentatives.

Mr Shoukry will detail the situ-
ation in public before the coun-
cil, said Peter Wilson, Britain’s 
deputy permanent representa-
tive to the UN.

While supporting the Egyptian 
request, Arab diplomats at the 
UN said they thought it would 
also require a formal request by 
the Libyan government.

The push comes after Egyp-
tian F-16 jets bombed militant 
bases in Derna yesterday, the 
anniversary of the start of the 
2011 Libyan revolt that ousted 
Muammar Qaddafi .

The air raids were ordered 
hours after ISIL militants in 
Libya released a gruesome vid-
eo showing the beheadings of 
21 Egyptian Christians who had 
travelled there for work.

The Egyptian government was 
encouraging the hundreds of 
thousands of its citizens still in 
Libya to leave, foreign ministry 
spokesman Badr Abdelatty said.

Libya has been gripped by tur-
moil since the revolt and Egyp-
tian offi cials have long said Na-
to’s assistance to the anti-Qadd-
afi  rebels left Egypt to deal with 
chaos on its western border.

“The mission was not fin-
ished,” Mr Abdelatty said.

France, which on Monday 
agreed to sell Egypt advanced 

Rafale fighters, has joined Cai-
ro’s call to the UN to adopt meas-
ures against ISIL in Libya.

Italy, the former colonial pow-
er in Libya, ruled out an inter-
vention without UN backing
and suggested a political solu-
tion remained the best option.

“What is happening is very
complicated,” prime minister
Matteo Renzi said. “We are fol-
lowing events closely and with
concern, but there is no need to
jump from total indifference to
hysteria and an unreasonable
reaction.”

The European Union said it
would meet the Egyptian and
US governments this week to
discuss joint action on Libya,
but saw no role in any military
intervention for now.

Chaos in Libya has led to rival
governments and militias bat-
tling for control of key cities and
oil, providing fertile ground for
ISIL. Several Libyan extremist
groups have pledged allegiance
to ISIL, which last year seized
large parts of Syria and Iraq.

Delegates from Libya’s rival
parliaments held UN-mediat-
ed indirect talks this month,
which the UN called positive.

Number enrolling 
in aviation course 
rapidly on the rise

Emmanuel Samoglou

ABU DHABI // The number of 
Emirati women enrolling in 
a university course to prepare 
them for a career in aviation is 
steadily on the rise. 

About 30 per cent of the 94 
fi rst-year students in Abu Dhabi 
University’s aviation bachelor 
of science degree are women, 

most of them Emirati. Of the 
350 students in all four years of 
the course, about 20 per cent are 
women.

In aviation courses elsewhere 
in the world, women make up 
between 8 and 12 per cent.

Shaimaa Aly started at the uni-
versity in an architecture course 
before switching to aviation.

Ms Aly believes there are two 
reasons for the high percentage 
of women on the course.

“The fi rst is that everyone is fol-
lowing their dreams,” she said.

“And the second is, personally, I 
want to break the stereotype that 
females can’t fly and they can’t 

do a manly job. We want to prove 
that wrong, if I can say so.”

The course, which gives grad-
uates a degree but not a pilot’s 
licence, was introduced to serve 
the needs of Etihad Airways.

Etihad wanted to give its cadet 
pilots an education to comple-
ment their technical training 
and allow Emirati trainees to stay 
in the country while studying.

Eventually, the programme 
was opened up to other nation-
alities and for those wanting to 
fly aircraft or pursue careers in 
ground operations.

Caline Malek

DUBAI // Police have warned 
business owners that installing 
fake security cameras to obtain 
an operating licence may save 
money, but leaves them vulner-
able to criminals.

Col Abdul Rahim bin Shafi, 
director of the Dubai Police an-
ti-organised crime department, 

said many companies installed 
fake cameras that did not work 
or were of poor quality.

“They rent these types of items 
and when they get their licence 
they just return them,” he said 
at the Middle East Security Con-
ference in Dubai yesterday.

“It saves them money. So they 
spend a lot of money on their 
business but they forget the safe-
ty and security aspect.

“CCTV cameras were very 
helpful in solving crimes such 
as the one with Lebanese sing-
er Suzanne Tamim or the Mab-
houh case.”

Tamim was murdered in Du-
bai in July 2008, and Mahmoud 
Al Mabhouh, a Hamas com-
mander, was assassinated in 
the city in January 2010.
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Security Council meets today to consider 
response after extremists beheaded 21 
Copts and Egypt answered with airstrikes

#uaeinnovators

Dubai innovators set 
to open for business 

Dania Saadi

DUBAI // You have left home 20 
minutes late after the usual 
fossick for the car keys and sun-
glasses, when the phone rings.

It’s your fi nancial adviser want-
ing to know if you are ever going 

to make it to the appointment 
you booked for yesterday.

Short-term memory loss is not 
uncommon in today’s busy mix of 
home and work life, but two inno-
vators in Dubai say they have the 
answer – a sort of personal assis-
tant you can wear on your wrist. 

Mosaikx, a start-up by two Ira-
nian graduates from the Amer-
ican University of Sharjah, has 
designed a device that puts your 
memory on your wrist.

And by turning the device’s case 
you can record your spoken notes 
in categories, such as finance, 
household or exercise, effectively 
organising your thoughts.

It comes with an app so your 
memory prods are instantly avail-
able on smartphone or computer.

“Our strategy is to be one of the 
first companies who, instead of 
bringing something from the US, 
will be building something from 
here in the Middle East and send-

ing it to the US,” said Sina Torabi, 
24, chief executive of Mosaikx.

He and partner Mahbod Azadi-
an plan to launch pre-sales of the 
device in June. It will be made in 
China, but testing and develop-
ment will be done in Dubai.

The cost of making the device 
will be covered by pre-sales and 
future investments. The firm is 
seeking venture capital in the 
Middle East, the US and East Asia.

Mosaikx is looking for retail part-

ners in the UAE, US, the Arabian 
Gulf, Australia, UK and France. 

The idea for the firm came in 
2013 when the two were discuss-
ing what to do after graduation.

Mr Torabi, who studied mechan-
ical engineering, found an Emira-
ti investor to fi nance their opera-
tion with US$300,000 (Dh1.1 mil-
lion) in seed capital.

He dreams of gradually turning 
Mosaikx into an international, 
publicly listed company.

On Friday, the firm will launch 
Twenny, a mobile app that ena-
bles users to see whether places 
they intend to visit, such as petrol 
stations, are crowded.

“Our concept is we have small 
tiles that come together and make 
a whole shape,” said Mr Torabi, 
explaining the fi rm’s name. 

The Cabinet has designated 
2015 as the Year of Innovation.
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