
Hundreds wounded 
as UAE joins outcry 
over terrorist act 
against Shiites

KUWAIT CITY // A suicide bomb-
er yesterday killed at least 25 
people and wounded hundreds 
praying at a Shiite mosque in the 
Kuwaiti capital, in an unprece-
dented attack claimed by ISIL.

Kuwait’s interior ministry said 
that 202 people had been wound-
ed in a terrorist bombing at Al 
Imam Al Sadeq Mosque.

The wounded were admitted to 
five public hospitals and visited 
by prime minister Sheikh Jaber 
Al Mubarak Al Sabah.

Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, con-
demned the attack in the strong-
est possible terms, stressing the 
full support of the UAE leader-
ship, Government and people for 
the sisterly state of Kuwait, state 
news agency Wam reported.

An ISIL affiliate in Saudi Ara-
bia claimed the assault, which 
was the first bombing of a Shiite 
mosque in Kuwait and also the 
first terrorist attack in the coun-
try since January 2006.

The group, calling itself Najd 
Province, said Abu Suleiman Al 
Muwahhid bombed the mosque, 
which it said was spreading Shiite 
teachings among Sunnis. ISIL re-
gards Shiites as  heretics.

Najd Province has claimed sim-
ilar bombings at Shiite mosques 
in Saudi Arabia in recent weeks.

The bombing was also con-
demned by the Arab Parliament, 
Wam reported.

“Such terrorist acts that seek to 
destabilise the Arab world’s secu-
rity are backed by those who bear 
hostility against the Arab and 
Islamic nation,” said the parlia-
ment’s Emirati Speaker, Ahmed 
Al Jarwan. “They will never suc-
ceed in creating a wedge in Ku-
wait and the Arab world’s ranks.”

Al Azhar, a leading Sunni Mus-
lim seat of learning in Egypt, also 
condemned the attack, while the 

GCC, of which Kuwait is a mem-
ber, called it an attempt to un-
dermine national unity and the 
stability of its members.

The mosque’s imam, Abdullah 
Al Mazeedi, said that the bomb-
ing targeted about 2,000 worship-
pers in the rear rows. He said the 
blast damaged the interior and 
caused several chandeliers to fall.

Kuwaiti emir Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah immediately vis-
ited the site. Footage showed him 
moved by the scenes of carnage.

The “criminal attack is a des-
perate and evil attempt targeting 
Kuwait’s national unity”, he said.
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Actor, 9, recognised 
across Expo from 
her role in short film

Ramola Talwar Badam

DUBAI // Mahra Mustafa has 
been surprised and delighted 
by the reaction from visitors to 
the UAE Pavilion at the Milan 
Expo.

The Emirati actor, 9, who stars 
as Sara in The Family Tree – a 
short film on the UAE’s heritage 
being screened at the pavilion – 
has become an instantly recog-
nisable face at the Expo.

“At first I was scared because 
I didn’t know if people would 
like the film,” Mahra said. “But 
then the audience was singing 
along with the song I sing at the 
end.

“The UAE Pavilion had the big-
gest queues in the Expo and I 
felt great to be part of it. People 
asked me about Dubai. They 
want to visit for our Expo and 
everyone wanted pictures with 
me. It was a lot of fun.”

About 6,500 people visit the 
pavilion every day, and the site 
has had a quarter of a million 
visits from its opening until 
June 12, organisers said.  

Mahra enjoys being 
face of UAE in Milan

Aleeyah, 1, recovers 
from lifesaving liver 
transplant in Taiwan

Nadeem Hanif

DUBAI // A one-year-old girl has 
had a lifesaving liver transplant 
and is on the road to recovery, 
thanks to Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Zayed. 

Little Aleeyah Carungay under-
went the gruelling 15-hour oper-
ation at Chang Gung Memorial 

Hospital in Taipei, Taiwan, this 
month and has been discharged 
from the intensive-care unit. 

Sheikh Mohammed, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Depu-
ty Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces, donated more 
than Dh200,000 to pay for the 
operation and related costs. 

“The operation was a success 
and I am so thankful to all the 
people who helped, especial-
ly Sheikh Mohammed,” said 
Aleeyah’s mother, Grace Carun-
gay, who works as a  receptionist 
in Abu Dhabi.

“She is now making a steady 

recovery, although she is still 
under close observation by doc-
tors here.”

The operation was carried 
out with a section of donor liv-
er from Mrs Carungay’s sister, 
Evelyn, who had to undergo a 
nine-hour operation.

A last-minute complication 
meant that the operation was 
almost cancelled, when doctors 
discovered one of Aleeyah’s por-
tal veins was blocked and an-
other graft had to be found from 
her abdomen.

Crown Prince gives tiny girl 
a second chance at life
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BRUSSELS // The European Un-
ion yesterday agreed to share 
responsibility for housing 
40,000 of the refugees who have 
landed in Italy and Greece.

But delays and heated criti-
cism  of the move has exposed 
deep divisions in Europe about 
how to deal with the migrant 
influx.

And the number is modest, 
given that more than 114,000 
migrants fleeing war or poverty 
have been pulled from the Med-

iterranean this year as they tried 
to cross in unseaworthy boats 
belonging to smugglers.

About 2,600 have died or gone 
missing, the International Or-
ganisation for Migration said.

“It is, to tell the disturbing 
truth, a very modest effort,” Eu-
ropean Commission president 
Jean-Claude Juncker said after 
leaders agreed at a summit to 
decide in coming days how to 
distribute the refugees. Italian 
prime minister Matteo Renzi 
agreed.

“It’s not a big number. For Italy 
it’s a small help, but there’s still 
a lot of work to do,” Mr Renzi 
said.

Adrian Edwards, of the UN 
High Commissioner for Refu-
gees, welcomed the move.

 “This is an important step to 
finding answers to this crisis, 
but clearly much more will 
have to be done, including ad-
dressing the root causes,” he 
said.

EU to share 40,000 refugees
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Mahra Mustafa as Sara in ‘The Family Tree’, in which she travels to the 
past and learns valuable lessons on how past generations struggled 
in the harsh desert conditions. National Media Council / FQC Media

ISIL suicide bomb attack on Kuwait 
mosque kills 25 in day of terror

Kuwaiti men and a security member inspect the scene outside the Shiite Al Imam Al Sadeq Mosque, in which 25 worshippers were killed at Friday prayers. Yasser Al Zayyat / AFP
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Kuwait Attack claimed by group who 
carried out recent bombings in Saudi

Tunisia Gunmen walk on to beach and 
open fire, killing 37 mostly tourists

France Man beheaded in a gas plant near 
Lyon, which attackers tried to blow up

Colin Randall
Foreign Correspondent

Tunisia and France declared “sol-
idarity in the face of terrorism” 
yesterday after at least 37 mainly 
tourists were killed by gunmen at 
a Tunisian beach, and a man was 
beheaded at a French gas factory.

At the Tunisian beach resort of 
Sousse, nationals and tourists 
from countries including the 
UK, Germany, Ireland and Bel-

gium, were killed and 36 wound-
ed when gunmen walked on to 
the beach and opened fire. Police 
killed one attacker.

Steve Johnson, a British tour-
ist, told the BBC: “We were just 
lying on the beach as usual and 
we heard what we thought at first 
was fireworks. But it was soon 
pretty obvious that it was firearms 
being discharged and people 
screaming.”

Police at Sousse said that the 
dead attacker was a student from 

the Kairouan region in central 
Tunisia and was not known to 
them.

“He entered the beach dressed 
like someone who was going to 
swim, and he had a beach um-
brella with his gun in it,” said 
the secretary of state for security, 
Rafik Chelly.

Photographs circulating on 
Twitter showed victims lying 
face down on the beach.

Terror hits Tunisia and France
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