
ADEN // Yemeni prime minister 
Khaled Bahah yesterday issued 
Houthi rebels with a “last warn-
ing” that loyalist fighters would 
press their campaign to retake 
territory.

Mr Bahah said the operation 
by loyalist fighters would “push 
to retake Mokha and Hodeida” 
on the Red Sea, then the “whole 
coastline up to the border with 
Saudi Arabia”.

“There is no room for any more 
political or military adventures,” 
he said. “This is a last warning to 
the Houthis and their allies.”

Mr Bahah spoke at a camp near 
Bab El Mandeb strait, which car-
ries traffic to and from the Suez 
Canal and lies at the north end 
of the Red Sea.

Coastal areas along the strait 
were recaptured from the Hou-
this by Emirati forces fighting 
with the Saudi-led Operation 
Restoring Hope, the command-
er of UAE Armed Forces in Yem-
en said.

“The operation was planned 
on land and air, and the enemy 
was surprised,” he said.
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US bombs Afghan 
trauma centre in 
‘collateral damage’

KABUL // Nineteen people were 
killed and dozens seriously 
injured yesterday when US air 
strikes hit a hospital run by the 
medical charity Medecins Sans 
Frontieres in the Afghan city of 
Kunduz.

MSF staff contacted military 
officials in Washington and at 
Nato in Kabul as soon as the at-
tack began but the strikes con-
tinued for nearly an hour.

Almost 200 patients and staff 
were in the hospital, the only 
one in the region that can deal 
with major injuries, MSF said. 
The hospital has been running 
“beyond capacity” during fight-
ing in which the Taliban seized 
control of the northern provin-
cial capital for several days.

Nato admitted that US war-
planes attacked Kunduz city at 
the same time as the hospital 
trauma centre was bombed, 
and said the strike “may have re-
sulted in collateral damage”. An 
investigation is under way.

The Afghan defence ministry 
said armed terrorists had been 
using the hospital building as a 

base to target Afghan forces and 
civilians.

MSF said it gave the location of 
the hospital to both Afghan and 
US forces several times in the 
past few months, most recently 
this week, to avoid being caught 
in crossfire

“All parties to the conflict, in-
cluding in Kabul and Washing-
ton, were clearly informed,” op-
erations director Bart Janssens 
said. “We are deeply shocked 
by the attack, the killing of our 
staff and patients and the heavy 
toll it has inflicted on health 
care in Kunduz.”

Air strike on hospital kills 19
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Military hero Khalifa Al 
Hamoodi, wounded in 
the line of duty in Yemen, 
encapsulates the spirit of 
yesterday’s FNC election as 
he arrives in a wheelchair 
to cast his vote in Fujairah. 
‘Democracy in our country 
is strong, and rooted in 
society since the time of our 
grandparents,’ said Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid, Vice 
President and Ruler of Dubai.

My country, 
my duty,  
my vote
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Yemen’s premier gives 
Houthis a last warning


