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Concept Corner: Sennheiser presents the beatbox microphone 

 

Frankfurt/Wedemark, Germany, 6 April 2011 – Audio specialist Sennheiser is 

demonstrating a microphone developed in its research laboratory in Palo Alto, 

California at the prolight+sound trade fair. Effects such as reverberation, echo, 

harmony, looping and distortion can be controlled directly via controls on the 

wireless vocal microphone, which is being presented under the name “Concept 

Tahoe”. This makes it the ideal tool for avant-garde vocals, hip hop and 

beatboxing. 

 

When singers control their own 

vocal effects during live 

performances, this is often done 

using floor-based or small 

desktop devices. However, if an 

artist presses foot pedals during a 

performance, knowledgeable 

members of the audience will 

know that he or she is making use of effects at that point and others may wonder 

why the vocalist is looking away and what he or she is doing with his/her feet. The 

loss of contact with the audience can be annoying in particular when readjustments 

are being made to the effects, and that’s before one even starts to take into account 

the curtailed freedom of movement on the part of the artist.  

 

Audio specialist Sennheiser is now demonstrating an ideal solution to this issue live 

at the prolight+sound trade fair in the form of the microphone from its Concept 

Tahoe project: user controls for carrying out various vocal effects are integrated in 

the wireless microphone as buttons 

and sliders, thus making it a 

versatile and complete tool for 

singers. The Concept Tahoe 

microphone transmits the control 

data to a receiver, which can control 

any number of effects units and 

plug-ins in real time via MIDI signals, 

thus providing the artist with all manner of creative options. 
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A special extra feature allows the microphone to be transformed into a tambourine 

or a shaker at the press of a button; using an accelerometer and a rotation sensor, it 

measures how quickly it is moving and at what angle in space it is currently located. 

 

Achim Gleissner, Manager for Innovative Strategies at Sennheiser, comments: “Many 

people who love music work at Sennheiser’s research laboratories around the world. 

The idea to give singers the option of controlling effects directly from the 

microphone was first floated some time ago. Now we have patented it and are using 

the Tahoe concept in order to test market acceptance and allow the integration of 

further improvements.” 

 

Visit Sennheiser at prolight+sound: Hall 6.1, Stand C 10 A. The Concept Tahoe 

microphone will be presented daily following performances by the band 

Eyetones, which are due to take place at 11.00 am, 1.00 pm, 3.00 pm and 5.00 

pm. 

 

The Sennheiser Group, with its headquarters in Wedemark near Hanover, Germany, is 

one of the world’s leading manufacturers of microphones, headphones and wireless 

transmission systems. The family-owned company, which was established in 1945, 

recorded sales of around €390 million in 2009. Sennheiser employs more than 2,100 

people worldwide, and has manufacturing plants in Germany, Ireland and the USA. 

The company is represented worldwide by subsidiaries in France, Great Britain, 

Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany, Denmark (Nordic), Russia, Hong Kong, India, 

Singapore, Japan, China, Canada, Mexico and the USA, as well as by long-term trading 

partners in many other countries. Also part of the Sennheiser Group are Georg 

Neumann GmbH, Berlin (studio microphones and monitor loudspeakers), and the 

joint venture Sennheiser Communications A/S (headsets for PCs, offices and call 

centres). 

 

You can find all the latest information on Sennheiser by visiting our website at 

www.sennheiser.com. 
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Image caption: 

Concept Tahoe_front & Concept Tahoe_back.jpg: The “Concept Tahoe” microphone 

project enables vocal effects to be controlled directly from the microphone 
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