
Two sides of Net Neutrality
Net Neutrality is the concept that the Internet should be kept open regardless of 
the source, and without favoring or blocking particular websites. Many people 
and organizations are split on this issue. Regardless of who’s side you’re on, 
here’s what you need to know.

Who Supports it? Who Opposes it?

Small Businesses Network Equipment Providers

Like ISPs, NEPs rely on revenue from the 
average consumer to help fund their hardware 
and software. Some claim in an open letter that 
Net Neutrality will stifle growth in the economy.

These businesses rely on the Internet to 
advertise their business and their causes. An 
open internet can help them compete with 
bigger businesses.

What is Net Neutrality?

Democrats Republicans
Republicans prefer to let the Internet market 
take it’s course. John Boehner warns Net 
Neutrality will limit economic freedom and 
innovation, and John Thune fears the laws of 
the Internet will fall in the hands of the Federal 
Government.

Democrats support the FCC’s move to 
classify ISPs as common carriers to ban 
paid prioritization. Al Frankin considers Net 
Neutrality as a form of modern free speech, 
and Chuck Schumer claims an open Internet 
will spur innovation and economic growth.

Internet-Based Companies 
& Content Providers

These companies rely on a high amount 
of Internet traffic to keep their businesses 
running. They have donated millions of dollars 
to keep Net Neutrality protected.
Vint Cerf, VP of Google, argues that Internet 
access was never meant to be controlled 
by authorities, and its success would be 
undermined if controlled by large companies.

Internet Service Providers  
& Wireless Carriers

These companies rely on revenue for a 
stabilized market. Due to Net Neutrality, ISPs 
have seen a decrease in revenue and fear that 
the Internet will become a free market.
David L. Cohen, EVP of Comcast, argues that 
charging everyone the same price for Internet 
is unfair, and people who use more Internet 
should be required to pay more.

Civil Rights GroupsCivil Rights Groups

These groups claim that regulating the Internet 
would harm minority communities by stifling 
investment in under-served areas. Their 
decisions were mostly swayed by funding 
received by ISPs.

These groups believe that the Internet should 
be treated as a necessity, like electricity and 
water. Their decisions were mostly swayed by 
support received by Internet-based companies.
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