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Rob Adler is a seasoned, hands-on entrepreneurial leader with a track record 
of success. Over 20 years he has cofounded four technology companies, 
and remains an active advisor, investor, mentor, and operator across a 
number growth companies. Currently, he is president of Financial Recovery 
Technologies, an industry leader in recovering assets for eligible investors in 
securities class action settlements. Prior to that he was CEO of WordStream, 
leading it over two years to more than 400 customers and $1 mm in recurring 
revenues. Previously, Rob cofounded CCBN in 1997. CCBN was a pioneer in 
enabling direct communications between public companies and the investment 
community over the Internet. Rob’s first entrepreneurial venture, DigiTrace 
Care Services, Inc., (today known as SleepMed) is the leading provider of 
outpatient EEG and sleep disorder monitoring services in the country. Rob 
earned a BA degree from Brown University and an MBA from Harvard, where 
he was a Baker Scholar. He is currently an adjunct professor in the Arthur M. 
Blank Center for Entrepreneurship at Babson College.
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Paul Baier is Vice President of Sustainability Consulting at Groom Energy, 
an energy and sustainability services firm. Previously, he worked in senior 
management roles in enterprise software for Authoria, eDocs, Open Market, 
and AOL, and worked at Charles River Ventures. He’s started a number of 
firms, including PurchasingCenter.com, ProactivelyGreen, and Compare.com. 
Paul earned an MBA from Harvard Business School and a BA in economics 
from Kenyon College.
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Sam Clemens is founder and Chief of Product & Marketing at InsightSquared, 
an early-stage startup with a business intelligence platform for small and 
medium businesses. Previously, Sam was VP Products at HubSpot, VP Products 
at BzzAgent, and he was on the founding team at Elance.com. His background 
also includes venture capital with Greylock Partners, the Algorithms group at 
Amazon.com, and management consulting with Booz Allen Hamilton. Sam is 
MBA 2004 and has a BS from Yale in applied math. 

As Connotate’s CEO, Keith Cooper leads the company’s strategic initiatives. 
Prior to Connotate, Keith served as president of Carbonite, an online backup 
company that grew to over one million customers, was ranked ninth on the Inc. 
500 list, and completed a successful IPO in 2011. Previously, he was CEO at 
FaxNet, which raised $30M and was sold to Critical Path for over $200M, and 
webHancer Corporation, a web analytics company that he led and successfully 
sold to Microsoft. Keith is a graduate of Harvard Business School and Harvard 
College, where he graduated with honors. He serves on the board of the 
Smaller Business Association of New England.
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Chip Hazard is a general partner at Flybridge Capital Partners, whose 
investment interests and experience broadly cover companies and technologies 
in the information technology sector. He has been in the venture capital 
industry since 1994 and he currently represents Flybridge on the boards 
of 10gen, First Best Systems, Goby, Jingle Networks, Infobright, Nasuni, 
Placemark,and Sciformix, and previously was a director at Bowstreet (acquired 
by IBM), mValent (acquired by Oracle), Reveal Imaging (acquired by SAIC), 
and SupplyScape (acquired by TraceLink). Prior to joining Flybridge in 2002, 
Chip was a general partner with Greylock Partners, which he joined in 1994. 
Prior to Greylock, he was with Company Assistance Limited, an investment 
and consulting firm in Warsaw, Poland; and Bain and Company. Chip received a 
BA with honors from Stanford University and an MBA from Harvard Business 
School, where he was a Baker Scholar and a Ford Scholar. 
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Lawrence Lepard is cofounder and managing partner of Equity Management 
Associates, LLC. He previously held positions at two venture capital and 
private Equity firms. At Geocapital partners, he was managing partner, and 
at Summit Partners, he was partner. Lawrence received his BA from Colgate 
University in Economics and an MBA from Harvard Business School.
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Jim McGrath is chairman and CEO of Fairfax Capital Partners, Inc., a privately 
held investment and business advisory company, and he also serves as a director 
of Perillon Software Inc., a leading software provider in the energy management 
field. From 1997-2001, Jim was chairman of the board of Xycom Automation, 
Inc., a high-technology factory automation company. Jim was a cofounder 
and director of American Medical Response, Inc., which consolidated the 
ambulance industry through the acquisition of more than 75 companies. Prior 
to that, Jim was on the board of Perceptron, Inc., a high-technology company 
serving the industrial machine vision market; he was managing director and 
partner at William E. Simon & Sons, Inc., where he was responsible for both 
private and public investments; and he was head of  E.F. Hutton & Company’s 
merchant banking, leveraged buy-out, and direct acquisition activities. Jim 
received a BA from Harvard College and a MBA from Harvard Business School. 
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Furqan Nazeeri is a partner at ExtensionEngine, LLC, where he works with 
startup and established clients to develop outstanding software platforms. 
He coauthors a monthly article on entrepreneurship for Inc. magazine with 
HBS Professor Noam Wasserman.  After receiving a degree in aerospace 
engineering from the University of Michigan, he joined the startup electric-
vehicle company Amerigon (Nasdaq: ARGN), where he helped develop the 
REVA, which today is the largest selling EV in the world. Furqan attended 
Harvard Business School, graduating with a MBA in 1999, and went on to 
found or cofound several companies in the financial technology sector. At 
Pivot Inc., a trading network for hedge funds with more than 7,000 traders 
at more than 300 institutions, he raised more than $10M in venture capital in 
several rounds from DFJ, Softbank, and others. He left Pivot a few years ago to 
become an entrepreneur-in-residence with Softbank Capital, where he worked 
on new business ideas and evaluated investment opportunities. Currently, 
Furqan is an advisor and mentor to Boston startups, including AI Exchange, 
iCreatetoEducate, Making Care Easier, MindCrimp, perCent, and others. He is 
also a core part of the CompStudy team.



Jules Pieri is founder and CEO of the online marketplace Daily Grommet. The 
company’s “Citizen Commerce” platform is reshaping how consumer products 
get discovered, shared, and bought. Jules started her career as industrial designer 
for technology companies, and was subsequently a senior executive for large 
brands such as Keds, Stride Rite, and Playskool. Daily Grommet is her third 
startup, following roles as VP at Design Continuum and president of Ziggs.com. 
She completed her undergrad degree, summa cum laude, at the University of 
Michigan and people tell her she is the first designer to graduate from Harvard 
Business School. Jules is frequently tapped to speak on consumer trends and 
technologies, social media, design, and entrepreneurship and has done so at 
many institutions, such as HBS, SCAD, and MIT, and at conferences such as 
South by Southwest, and in media outlets such as NECN, NPR, and Fox. She 
writes a personal blog on these subjects at: www.jules.dailygrommet.com.
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Dan Nova joined Highland in 1996 as a general partner to establish and build 
the firm’s internet investment practice. He also cofounded the Highland 
Consumer Fund, and he is leading the firm’s expansion efforts into China. 
He continues to be an active investor, focusing on technology and consumer 
investments with specific experience and interest in internet, digital marketing, 
and media technologies. Prior to joining Highland, Dan was a partner at 
CMG@Ventures, where he co-led the partnership’s investment activities in 
early-stage Internet companies. While at CMG@Ventures, Dan cofounded 
Lycos, Inc. in June 1995, and played an integral role from its inception to its 
IPO in April 1996 and finally through its sale to Terra Networks in 2000. Prior 
to joining CMG@Ventures, Dan was a senior associate at Summit Partners. He 
received his MBA from Harvard Business School and a BS from Boston College 
in computer science and marketing. 

Steve O’Leary is managing director and cofounder of Aeris Partners, a 
Cambridge-based M&A advisory firm focused on software, digital media, 
information services, and technology-enabled services companies. He 
is a trustee, executive committee member, and former chairman of the 
Massachusetts Technology Leadership Council, the largest trade association 
serving technology companies and entrepreneurs in New England. Immediately 
prior to starting Aeris Partners, Steve served as an entrepreneur-in-residence 
at General Catalyst Partners, a Cambridge-based venture capital and 
growth investment firm. From 1989 to 2008, Steve worked with Broadview 
International, an M&A investment bank focused on information technology, 
media, and communications. During his time at Broadview, Steve completed 
more than 100 technology industry M&A transactions, with specific focus in 
software, digital media, and information services. Prior to joining Broadview, 
Steve served as an officer onboard USS Tullibee (SSN-597), a fast-attack class 
nuclear submarine. He holds an MBA from Harvard Business School and BS 
with Distinction from the US Naval Academy. 
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Stan Reiss is a general partner at Matrix Partners and has worked as a venture 
capitalist for more than a decade. He has invested primarily in companies 
developing technically sophisticated software, components, and systems in 
the enterprise, telecom, and clean-tech markets. Prior to joining Matrix, Stan 
worked in McKinsey’s electronics practice and helped technology companies 
refine their strategies and operations. He also spent time developing Ethernet 
chips at National Semiconductor. Stan received a bachelor’s degree in electrical 
engineering from Cornell University, two engineering masters’ degrees from 
MIT, and a MBA from the Harvard Business School, where he was a Baker 
Scholar. 
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John Simon is managing director and cofounder of General Catalyst Partners. 
John invests in both new and existing technology businesses. Special areas 
of interest include mission-critical enterprise software applications and 
subsystems, software-based connectivity platforms with an emphasis on 
wireless, and disruptive technology companies with an emphasis on robotics 
and health care. Before General Catalyst Partners, John was founder, chairman, 
and CEO of UroMed Corporation, which completed its IPO in 1994 and 
was subsequently merged to form Alliant Medical Technologies. Prior to 
UroMed, he led marketing and sales at Adaptive Networks and was a venture 
capitalist with Highland Capital Partners and Charles River Ventures. John is a 
cofounder and current trustee of The Steppingstone Foundation, a non-profit 
organization that provides educational opportunities to deserving inner-city 
students. In addition, he cofounded the GreenLight Fund, which supports 
organizations that address issues affecting primarily low-income urban children 
and families in key areas such as education, youth development, workforce 
development, and health. John is a graduate of Harvard University, earning 
a BA in history and science, and Oxford University, where he was a Rhodes 
Scholar, and received his MA in politics, philosophy, and economics.
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Steve Sydness is executive chairman of The Endurance International Group, a 
leading provider of online solutions to small and medium businesses. Endurance 
provides its 2 million subscribers with website hosting, domain names, and 
other online applications and services.  Steve joined Endurance as its CEO in 
1999 as the fifth employee and served through 2010. As CEO, Steve led the 
company through multiple rounds of financing and grew the business to 1,200 
employees, $200M in revenue, and its ranking as the second-largest provider of 
online business services in the world. As executive chairman, Steve works with 
the management team in determining Endurance’s long-term strategy. Before 
joining Endurance, Steve served as an executive vice president at Great Plains 
Software, where he spent 12 years helping to build that business before its sale 
to Microsoft for $1.1B. He holds a BA in business administration and history 
from Principia College, and an MBA from Harvard Business School. 
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Michae Szeto is a founder of the Greenwich Ballet Academy, a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit ballet school that trains talented young dancers for professional 
careers in ballet and contemporary dance. Prior to retiring from business, he 
held senior executive positions at W.R. Hambrecht + Co. (senior managing 
director responsible for venture capital investments), JP Morgan Chase 
(managing director for technology investment banking and M&A), IBM (VP 
of corporate development), and the Boston Consulting Group (consultant). 
Michae received a Bachelor’s degree in computer science and Master’s in 
electrical engineering from MIT, and an MBA from Harvard Business School. 
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Tony Tjan is CEO and founder of The Cue Ball Group, a venture capital firm 
focused on Internet media and consumer and information services. Tony 
was previously a senior partner at The Parthenon Group, a leading strategy 
consulting and investment firm, where he remains vice chairman. From 1999 
to 2007, he was the senior strategic advisor to Richard (Dick) Harrington, the 
former CEO of the Thomson Reuters Corporation (NYSE: TRI). At Thomson, 
Tony worked side by side with Harrington to help architect and drive the 
overall growth strategy that led to the world’s largest media transformation 
and to the acquisition of Reuters. Tony was also founder and CEO of the 
pioneering Internet services and development firm ZEFER , which developed 
and launched some of the earliest Internet applications and businesses. ZEFER 
was the 1998 winner of the Harvard Business School Business Plan competition 
and went on to grow to a $100M+ company before becoming part of NEC. 
Tony started his career with McKinsey and Company and is considered one of 
the World Economic Forum’s Global Leaders for Tomorrow and a contributor 
the Harvard Business Review. He holds an AB biology from Harvard University 
and an MBA from Harvard Business School, and was a two-year Belfer Fellow 
at the Harvard Kennedy School of Government. 

Paris Wallace cofounded Good Start Genetics, a genomics technology 
company focused on the health care market, where he created the business 
plan, raised more than $20M, hired the first 20 employees, and sold the first 
products across the country. Prior to Good Start Genetics, he spent his career 
starting companies and working with start-ups. He also worked in the asset 
management division at Goldman Sachs and as a consultant for A.T. Kearney. 
Paris serves on the boards of Boston-based start-ups Acceptional, Apartment 
Streaming, and Electrokite, and is a mentor at Techstars Boston. He holds a 
bachelor’s degree from Amherst College, and an MBA and MPA from Harvard 
University, where he was a Reynolds Fellow.


